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General comments Positive that the approach has developed from previous country 
programmes to a larger focus on capacity-building of national, regional 
and local authorities instead of INGOs.  
 
Important with the combination of downstream and upstream. 
UNICEFs work in and with communities is and will change social 
norms, but the normative agenda and key pieces of legislation remains 
important. 
 
In 2020 we witnessed a push from certain groups and individuals, 
including from the Somali Lower House and Cabinet Ministers that 
would take Somalia backwards in terms of protection of especially 
women and girls. If/how will UNICEF engage with these groups and 
how will UNICEF mobilise with Somali civil society to establish a 
coalition for improved rights of women, girls and children. Is UNICEF 
and partners sufficiently equipped to engage in religious conversations 
around rights of women, girls and children? 
 

Comments on specific 
aspects of the country 
programme document 

(Delegations providing comments may wish to include details, such as 
the page number, paragraph number, or page of the annexed results 
and resources framework.  

On paragraph 58 and 59: though this work is crucial, we have seen 
attempts from certain Ministries and from the Lower House to weaken 
the already fragile protection environment. What approach will 
UNICEF take if there is an even harder push from the Somali 
Government to enact i.e. the intercourse bill, change the definition of a 
child in the constitution etc.?  

Paragraph 66 is very relevant and Denmark would be interested in a 
partnership around a dialogue with IFIs to include these activities and 
indicators in the process towards completion point. 

Paragraph 72 lacks risk around a push by especially religious 
conservatives to take Somalia backwards in terms of protection of 
children and women.  

 


