
Orientation for the 2024 Executive Board members
Gilles Fagninou, Secretary of the Executive Board
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Getting familiar with the Executive Board
 The Executive Board is the governing body of UNICEF since its creation by the General 

Assembly in 1946.

 UNICEF reports annually through the Executive Board to the Economic and Social 
Council, which in turn reports to the General Assembly.

 The annual term runs from 1 January to 31 December. Each year, the Economic and 
Social Council elects members of the Board from among the United Nations Member 
States or members of the specialized agencies.

 The Executive Board provides intergovernmental support to the programmes of 
UNICEF and oversight to the organization, in accordance with the overall policy 
guidance of the United Nations General Assembly and the Economic and Social 
Council.



Getting familiar with the Executive Board
 The Bureau (President and 4 regional Vice-Presidents) serves as a bridge between the 

UNICEF secretariat and the regional groups. Members of the Bureau normally 
coordinate informal consultations within their respective regional groups. 

 The Bureau usually meets monthly; during the three yearly sessions of the Executive 
Board, the Bureau meets daily.

 Can schedule ad-hoc meetings as needed throughout the year.

 The Executive Board of UNICEF works in close cooperation with the Executive Boards 
of UNDP/UNFPA/UNOPS and UN Women.

 The President also maintains contact with the Presidents of the Executive Boards of 
the other funds and programmes with regard to joint meetings and related issues.



Getting familiar with the Executive Board

• 2023 Informal Guide to the UNICEF 
Executive Board

• Available on our website

• Useful tool throughout your tenure

https://www.unicef.org/executiveboard/media/14411/file/2023-EB-Informal_Guide_2023-EN-2022.12.19.pdf


2024 Executive Board

Africa (8 seats)
Algeria
Chad
Comoros
Côte d'Ivoire
Mozambique
Rwanda (President)
Senegal
United Republic of Tanzania

Eastern Europe (4)
Bulgaria (VP)
Czechia
Estonia
Poland 

Asia (7)
Bangladesh
China
Lebanon
Oman
Tajikistan (VP)
Turkmenistan
United Arab Emirates

Latin America
and Caribbean (5)  
Cuba
Dominican Republic (VP)
Ecuador
El Salvador
Grenada

Western Europe
and Others (12)
Austria (VP)
Canada
Finland
Germany
Iceland
Ireland
Japan
Norway
Netherlands
Sweden
United Kingdom of Great Britain   

and Northern Ireland
United States of America

36 Member States, elected to three-year terms by the ECOSOC
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Session documents



Country Programme Documents



Decisions



Resources



Thank You!
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