
U.S. Remarks on the UNICEF Country Programme Document for Iran 
Delivered by: John Tuminaro, Deputy Director for Development and Economic Affairs 
February 8, 2023 
 
I am delivering this statement on behalf of Canada and the United States of America. 
 
Madam President, Secretariat, and distinguished members of the Executive Board, we remain 
committed to constructive engagement within the multilateral system, including as a steadfast 
partner with UNICEF, to meet the urgent needs of children everywhere. 
 
However, while we strongly support UNICEF’s work to alleviate suffering around the world, we 
are concerned that UNICEF’s 2023-2027 CPD for Iran is flawed and could jeopardize the 
effectiveness of country-level UN programs. 
 
The CPD inadequately addresses the risks to children and youth, particularly girls, arising from 
specific policies and practices of the Iranian regime, which has a history of using violence, 
including gender-based violence, mass detention, forced confessions, and other violations and 
forms of repression against those seeking respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms 
that are enshrined in guiding UN documents and other international instruments.  Children and 
youth, girls and young women in particular, are heavily and directly impacted by these 
violations, as the world has witnessed in recent months.  According to credible human rights 
NGOs, dozens of children and youth are counted among the hundreds of peaceful protesters 
who have recently lost their lives at the hands of the Iranian regime. 
 
Furthermore, the CPD for Iran disproportionately attributes the suffering of its people to 
external factors without acknowledging the harm inflicted by the Iranian regime’s repressive 
practices, economic mismanagement, and stifling corruption. 
 
We are gravely concerned by the use of sham trials by Iranian authorities, the use of forced 
confessions to hand out disproportionate sentences – including the death penalty. This is 
appalling as it follows the Iranian regime’s brutal suppression of dissent and peaceful protests, 
led in large part by the women, girls, and youth of Iran. 
 
We will continue to amplify the voices of the people of Iran and work with allies and partners to 
promote accountability for the Iranian regime’s violence against its own population, particularly 
women and girls. 
 
We urge UN leadership and UN Funds and Programs to: 

1. Ensure Resident Coordinators work closely with the UN Country Team to develop CPDs 
that protect children and youth, especially girls and young women. 

2. Find creative solutions in instances where CPDs have the potential to risk donor funding 
and undermine UN reform, Member State agreements, and UN principles and values. 

 



To close, we will continue to pursue options to promote accountability for the Iranian regime, 
at the United Nations and through other multilateral fora. And while we will not block 
consensus on this CPD, we stand ready to engage in further dialogue to ensure that the UN 
development system lives up to its founding principles. 
 
We thank UN leadership and UNICEF colleagues for their efforts to address our concerns. 
 
 
U.S. Remarks on the Extension of the UNICEF Country Programme Document for Afghanistan 
Delivered by: Michelle Segal, Development Officer and UNICEF Lead 
February 9, 2023 
 
I am delivering this statement on behalf of Australia, Belgium, Canada, the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands, the United Kingdom, and my own country, the United States of America. 
 
On the question of the one-year extension of the UNICEF country program document for 
Afghanistan, we would like to express our support for the extension so that the agency can 
continue to assist the Afghan people to meet their humanitarian and basic needs. 
 
That said, we condemn in the strongest terms recent Taliban decisions to ban Afghan girls and 
women from education and to restrict their employment and movement.  We join the 
international community and the UN in calling on the Taliban to reverse these discriminatory 
and counter-productive policies that interfere with the enjoyment of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. 
 
The Taliban’s decisions have already prevented the delivery of crucial aid during what has been 
a period of freezing temperatures and economic hardship.  We will continue to support the 
essential inclusion of female staff in the full cycle of aid delivery in Afghanistan and full, safe, 
and unhindered access to the most vulnerable populations – including women and girls.  We 
ask that aid delivery in this current context seriously consider heightened risks, such as risks for 
sexual exploitation and abuse, among others. 
 
We recognize the UN and many of its agencies are doing critically important work in 
Afghanistan under extra-ordinary circumstances.  We appreciate the dedication, commitment, 
and service of those frontline workers who provide assistance, promote human rights, and 
build a better Afghanistan each day. 
 
Finally, we stand with the Afghan people during these difficult times. 
 


