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Madam President of the Executive Board, 
Madam Executive Director,  
Distinguished Members and Observers of the Board, 
 
As the Permanent Representative of the Czech Republic to the United Nations, I would 
like to welcome the President of the Board, as well as the incoming Vice Presidents, as 
they are about to start their terms. Czechia, as the new member of the Executive Board, 
is looking forward to our fruitful and close cooperation over the next 3 years. 

 

Madam Executive Director,  

First of all, allow me to thank you for the summary of UNICEF´s activities over the past 
year. We appreciate the ability of your organisation to promptly respond to the needs 
of children in these challenging times. We truly value UNICEF´s long-term activities 
in the programme countries, in particular in the areas affected by armed conflicts or 
fragility. Czechia cooperates with UNICEF and financially contributes to the specific 
humanitarian and development projects, for example in Iraq, the Sahel region or 
vaccination campaigns against COVID-19. 

Czechia is one among 33 countries, where a National Committee for UNICEF works 
tirelessly to raise funds and awareness for the benefit of the children all around the 
world. Since 1991 the Czech National Committee consistently mobilizes support from 
civil society and the private sector, and as a result, the UNICEF brand is well-known, 
trusted and respected in our country. 

We consider UNICEF to be our longstanding partner in Czechia´s multilateral efforts 
to provide humanitarian aid and development assistance. 

During our recent Presidency of the Council of the European Union, we worked in 
cooperation with UNICEF and other UN agencies to address some of the issues of vital 
common interest. It was first and foremost our joint humanitarian and stabilisation 
assistance to Ukraine and to the displaced Ukrainian people – mostly mothers with 
children – in the country´s neighbourhood.  

We also pursued the practical implementation of the humanitarian-development-
peace nexus in the EU external action, not least in relation to the current global 
instability and crises. We in particular promoted the role of humanitarian diplomacy 
in the nexus as a way to more effectively address the protection needs of children, 
women and girls and other persons in marginalized situations in fragile settings. 

Finally, let me add that we also focused on making sure that the EU pays sufficient 
attention to the disaster risk reduction, especially in relation to climate change, across 
all its external activities. This is very important for the young generations, which are at 
the heart of UNICEF´s strategies and field work.  

 
Thank you for your attention. 


