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Mr. Chairman 
Distinguished members of the UNICEF Executive Board Ministers 
Excellencies 
Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
I bring warm greetings from the people of the Kingdom of Tonga and special greetings to the 
UNICEF Executive Board. It is with great pleasure that I say a few words on behalf of the 
Government of the Kingdom of Tonga to reiterate our support for UNICEF Pacific’s new Multi-
Country Programme 2023-2027. 
  
The past year represented an unprecedented situation for Tonga with the eruption of the Hunga-
Tonga-Hunga-Ha'apai underwater volcano on 15 January 2022, triggering a tsunami that 
devastated many coastal communities and for which we are still recovering. Just two weeks after 
the eruption and tsunami, our country was hit with the first community transmitted COVID-19 
outbreak – severely hampering relief efforts. In both cases we were blessed that the mortality rates 
were very low due to the resilience of our people as well as the efforts of the government and our 
long-term development partners.   
 
UNICEF’s assistance was particularly significant, immediately providing emergency supplies to 
ensure access to safe drinking water, providing urgent and essential health services, emotional 
support and continued learning despite disruptions to schools. UNICEF supported the Government 
in the implementation of Tonga’s first ever humanitarian cash transfer for 3,000 most affected 
households. This timely support allowed households with children in the most affected areas and 
persons with disabilities to purchase essential goods and services. 
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UNICEF Pacific also provided timely support following the announcement of community 
transmission of COVID-19, by providing PPE to protect frontline workers from COVID-19 
transmission and Rapid Antigen Diagnostic Tests. They brought us our first ever Ultra Cold Chain 
and provided extensive technical and financial assistance and capacity building to healthcare 
workers.  This agile response is critical for countries like ours. Tonga is a country of just over 
100,000 people, with 45 of our 171 islands inhabited. We consistently rank amongst the world’s 
most ‘at risk’ countries to all disasters.  

Most of our population live in low lying areas, vulnerable to storms, sea level rise, cyclones, coastal 
erosion, flash flooding, earthquakes and tsunamis. We are at the frontline of the world’s climate 
crisis, and we count on UNICEF to help us prepare and respond so our children can grow up and 
develop to their full potential.    
 
Moving forward, we encourage UNICEF to increase its climate financing to the Pacific.  It is our 
belief that our government’s partnership with UNICEF will focus on building back better with 
strategic investments in policies and resilient systems that contribute to long term social and 
economic development for our children, youth and their families.  UNICEF’s new programme in 
the Pacific will help us respond to the climate crisis our people are facing by strengthening health 
systems, addressing the triple burden of malnutrition, adapting water, sanitation and hygiene, 
improving learning outcomes and reducing violence against children. 
 
Thank you very much for this opportunity. 
 
Malo ‘aupito. 
 
 

 


