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REMARKS BY AMBASSADOR JANE MUGAFALU KABUI WAETARA 
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF SOLOMON ISLANDS 

TO THE UNITED NATIONS ON THE OCCASION OF THE UNICEF 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

 
ON WEDNESDAY 8 FEBRUARY 2023. 

 
Agenda Item 4: UNICEF Programme Cooperation, Country Program 

Documents – East Asia and the Pacific 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Mr. Chairman/Madam Chair 

Distinguished Members of the UNICEF Executive Board 

Your Excellencies 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

1. I thank you for this opportunity to share a few reflections on the 

support UNICEF provided to Solomon Islands over the recent 

years in my national capacity. 

 

2. But before I do that, I align myself with the Statement delivered 

by the Permanent Representative of Fiji, Ambassador Satyendra 

Prasad, on behalf of the Pacific Islands group.  
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Mr. Chairman/Madam Chair 

3. Greetings on behalf of the Government of the Solomon Islands, 

and special greetings to the UNICEF Executive Board Members. 

Solomon Islands benefits greatly from both past and the current 

UNICEF’s Pacific Multi-Country program, and therefore, it would be 

a remiss not to acknowledge this good work on behalf of the 

Government and people of Solomon Islands, including the Children. 

 

Mr. Chairman/Madam Chair 

4. UNICEF has been a longstanding partner to the Government of 

the Solomon Islands through past Regional Programs. We are 

happy to note that the country programme and its vision, aligns 

with the Solomon Island’s National Development Strategy (2016-

2035), as well as the policies and strategies of the various partner 

implementing ministries in our country.  It is also well aligned 

with the vision of the Pacific Island Countries endorsed by our 

leaders last year, that is, the 2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific 

Continent. 

Mr. Chairman/Madam Chair 

5. Delivery of public services in the Solomon Islands is particularly 

difficult due to its geographical spread of the islands.  
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Roughly 80% of our population live in rural areas across the 

islands, making us one of the least urbanized countries in the 

world. Access to education, health and WASH in rural areas is 

difficult, and when hit by any disaster, this becomes even more 

challenging. As such the cost of delivering social services to 

children and communities in Solomon Islands remains very high 

and challenging. Therefore, UNICEF’s presence in the Solomon 

Islands as a partner for both development and humanitarian 

response is very vital. Our population is young, we have a high 

birth rate, we need UNICEF’s continued support. 

Mr. Chairman/Madam Chair 

6. The Solomon Islands experienced its first wave of COVID-19 cases 

quite late, in January 2022, but the impacts of the pandemic, 

were felt on our already stretched health system long before 

this. During this difficult situation, UNICEF with other partners 

provided essential medical supplies and critical COVID-19 

vaccines; built the capacity of our health staff  and helped us 

reopen schools safely.  The government looks forward to the 

continued support, to revitalize routine important immunization 

services, following a general setback due to the prioritization of 

COVID-19 vaccination rollout. 
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Mr. Chairman/Madam Chair 

7. The Solomon Islands Government’s National Development 

Strategy 2016-2035, recognizes that good governance, credible 

and stable policies are fundamental to economic growth and to 

the efficiency of public service delivery. UNICEF is supporting this 

strategy through capacity strengthening of all nine Provincial 

Governments for delivering health, WASH and Education, and 

also support policy development at the national level for 

effective provincial service delivery. Solomon Islands looks 

forward to working with UNICEF, to promote multi-system and 

multi-stakeholder approaches to address the triple burden of 

malnutrition where stunting, micronutrient deficiency, 

overweight and obesity coincide, and to promote healthy 

lifestyles and dietary practices. 

  

8 Mr. Chairman/Madam Chair, I would like to conclude 

by affirming Solomon Island’s support for the UNICEF Multi-Country 

Programme Document (MCDP) 2023-2027. Solomon Islands looks 

forward to the successful implementation of both new and ongoing 

programs to enhance the wellbeing of the people of Solomon Islands. 

 

I thank you. 


