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OVERVIEW
2021 was extremely challenging for children and
their families in Ethiopia, where multiple complex
emergencies—conflict, climatic shocks and the
COVID-19’s socio-economic impacts—generated
displacement, drove exponential growth in
humanitarian needs and threatened the Sustainable
Development Goals’ (SDG) progress. As of December
2021, 26.3 million people required humanitarian
assistance, including 14 million children, and 4.2
million people had been internally displaced due to
the year’s crises.

UNICEF and partners faced major operational
challenges due to security and bureaucratic
obstacles that hindered efforts to provide life-saving
support to the most vulnerable children and their
families in conflict-affected regions, particularly Afar,
Amhara, Benishangul-Gumuz and Tigray. However,
via strategic supply pre-positioning and utilization of
established rapid response mechanisms, UNICEF
and partners were able to ensure first-line emergency
response and eventually scale up to address conflict,
climate shocks and COVID-19.

Conflict escalation in northern Ethiopia had a
particularly devastating impact on women and
children; around 2.1 million children and their
families were uprooted from their homes and more
than 9 million people needed urgent humanitarian
assistance in the three conflict-affected regions
of Afar, Amhara and Tigray. Scores of innocent
people were killed and injured, and public structures
attacked, both constituting flagrant international
humanitarian law violations.

Socio-economically, while Ethiopia continued to
pursue pro-poor policies and implement long-term
plans and programmes within global frameworks,
the country’s development gains and ambitions were
severely threatened in 2021 due to the significant
scale of humanitarian crises. The economy was
expanding by an average of 10 per cent in the
decade prior to 2019, according to the World Bank.
The International Monetary Fund forecasted the
country’s economic growth to slow significantly
from around 6 per cent in 2020 to around 2 per cent
in 2021—the lowest level in almost two decades.
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Year-on-year inflation rates registered at 33 per
cent in November and remain among the highest in
the world. The brunt of the year’s socio-economic
impacts disproportionally affected the poorest and
other vulnerable groups, increasing poverty levels.
An estimated 36 million children in Ethiopia are
multidimensionally poor, and poverty levels must
decrease annually by at least 4 per cent to achieve
SDG targets by 2030.

exploitation. Child marriage remained a significant
threat, with 15 million child brides, 6 million of whom
were married before the age of 15; the incidence
reduction must accelerate sixfold if child marriage
is to be eliminated by 2030. With UNICEF support,
the Ministry of Women and Social Affairs (MoWSA)
submitted the sixth and seventh state reports on the
Convention on the Rights of the Child to the related
United Nations Committee in February 2021.

The countrywide malnutrition situation of women and
children has generally deteriorated, and admissions of
severely malnourished children increased nationally
by 17.9 per cent in 2021 as compared to 2020. Key
related drivers included COVID-19, conflict, desert
locust infestations, high inflation and food prices,
all resulting in acute food insecurity. In northern
Ethiopia in particular, malnutrition rates increasingly
worsened in 2021, ranging between 16 and 28 per
cent for children under 5 years and exceeding 50 per
cent for pregnant and breastfeeding women.

COVID-19’s 2021 impacts, coupled with increasing
security-related and humanitarian expenditures,
could lead to a funding shortage for child-focused
social sectors and less fiscal space to increase
social spending. While US$12.9 billion was approved
by the Government for the 2021–2022 fiscal year,
representing an 18 per cent nominal budget increase
from 2020–2021, the real value of the budget declined
given an inflation rate of 34 per cent. This rising
inflation rate will also impact the increases seen in
some social sectors, e.g., 19.1 per cent for education
(16.3 per cent increase from 2020–2021) and 5.9 per
cent for health (5.4 per cent increase compared to
2020–2021), with related consequences for children
and women.

Although Ethiopia has made major strides in under-5
mortality, there have been no recent improvements
in neonatal mortality rates. On average, 100,000
babies are still dying from neonatal causes annually
and an estimated 1.8 million children are missing
out on life-saving vaccines due to several factors,
including conflict-related access constraints.
Multi-month school closures affected children in
several regions of Ethiopia in 2021, including over
6,000 schools that closed in Afar, Amhara, and Tigray
due to the conflict and 1,240 schools that closed in
other regions due to ongoing conflict, COVID-19 and
other natural disasters, such as drought.
Child protection risks remained high, especially due
to economic and environmental shocks coupled with
conflict in northern Ethiopia and other regions. There
have been credible and constant reports of mass
human rights violations by all parties in northern
Ethiopia, including as documented in a joint Ethiopian
Human Rights Commission–Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights report,
and exposure of children to violence, including sexual
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Balancing humanitarian response and peacebuilding
needs emerged as increasingly challenging in 2021
and UNICEF advocated for more development funding
flows to enable building back better while ensuring
respect for and predominance of humanitarian
principles. Children and their families benefitted
from a generally favourable fundraising environment
given public and private sector donor perceptions of
UNICEF as a trusted, high-quality partner, coupled
with its convening power and transparency. In 2021
UNICEF mobilized more than US$120 million (73 per
cent) towards the Humanitarian Action for Children
appeal, of which more than US$79 million (92 per
cent) was for the northern Ethiopia response. A
further US$231 million (56 per cent) was mobilized
to provide critical services to children through
development programming. Without sustained
flexible and predictable funding going forward,
Ethiopia risks reversing the development gains made
over the past decade.
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UNICEF supports rural hospitals
by providing critical equipment
in neonatal intensive care units.
“This equipment is essential for our
work,” says Tsedeke Sintayehu, a
trained neonatologist nurse working
in Gidole hospital in SNNPR. “We
are doing our best to save as many
babies as we can despite all the
challenges.”

FOR EVERY CHILD,

HEALTH

SITUATION
1 in 242

1 in 17

Maternal Mortality

Under-5 Child Mortality

1 in 242 women will die of
pregnancy related causes.1

1 in 17 children will die before
reaching the age of 5.2

1 in 21
Infant Mortality Rate

Neonatal Mortality Rate

Routine Immunization

1 in 21 babies will die before
reaching 1 years old.3

1 in 30 babies will die
within their first 4
weeks of life.4

An estimated 1.8 million
children in Ethiopia miss
out on lifesaving vaccines.5

43%

had ANC
visits

59%

Skilled birth
attendance reached

84%

Early postnatal
care

26%

had no ANC
visits

Antenatal Care Coverage
43% of women in
Ethiopia had at least
four (recommended)
ANC visits during their
last pregnancy, while
26% of women had no
ANC visits.6

Skilled Birth
Attendant/Postnatal Care
Skilled birth attendance
reached 59% and early
postnatal care coverage
increased from 64% and
84%.7

Ministry of Finance & UNICEF Ethiopia, National Situation Analysis of
Children & Women in Ethiopia, 2019
2
Ethiopian Mini Demographic & Health Survey (EMDHS) 2019
3
IBID
4
IBID
1

1.8 million

1 in 30

620,000
An estimatedEthiopian
adults and children are
living with HIV

HIV
An estimated 620,000
Ethiopian adults and
children are living with HIV
with a prevalence rate of 0.9
for people aged 15 to 49
years.8

UNICEF
EMDHS 2019
7
UNICEF
8
UNAIDS Ethiopia 2020
5
6
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Health extension worker Hawa Mohammed visits Lubaba Tilahun and her child Elham Mohammed
as part of a postnatal follow-up. “Hawa teaches me how to care for my child. Lessons on sanitation,
breastfeeding and how to identify any danger signs on my baby. I am particularly interested in
nutrition lessons as my baby soon starts to take on food in addition to breastmilk,” says Lubaba

2021 KEY RESULTS:
■ An estimated 1.5 million women and
children were provided with medical
consultations across the country.
■ Around 165,000 sick newborns
benefitted from life-saving care in 29
UNICEF supported neonatal intensive
care units.
■ UNICEF procured nearly over $77 million
worth of vaccines on behalf of the
Government.
■ Nearly 22.5 million COVID-19 doses
were delivered through the COVAX
facility.
■ Over 9.3 million people received the
COVID-19 vaccination and UNICEF
supported the procurement and logistics
of over 14 million vaccines. 312 cold
chain fridges were procured to ensure
safe delivery.

4

■ UNICEF, in partnership with WHO and
the Global Polio Eradication Initiative,
reached nearly 17 million children with
the new polio nOPV2 vaccine.
■ An estimated 1.4 million people
received the oral cholera vaccine.
■ UNICEF also provided technical and
financial support for development of key
national strategies including:
■ National Newborn and Child Survival
Strategy
■ Ethiopian National Health-Care Quality
and Safety 2021-2025 Strategy
■ National Health Promotion/Social and
Behaviour Change Strategy
■ National Equity in Health Service
Strategic Plan
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A young girl eats Readyto-use therapeutic food
(RUTF). In 2021, UNICEF
delivered about $40 million
worth of RUTF, therapeutic
milk and medicines for
children living in crisis.

FOR EVERY CHILD,

NUTRITION
SITUATION
+7 million

+5.5 million

Wasted

Stunted

1.1 million

+1.8 million

Severely wasted

45%

Severely stunted

Wasting

Stunting

Undernutrition Deaths

Over 7 million children
under the age of five are
wasted including 1.1
million severely wasted.9

Over 5.5 million children
under the age of five are
stunted including over 1.8
million severely stunted.10

Almost half (45%) of all
child deaths is associated
with undernutrition.11

UNICEF
UNICEF
11
WHO /WB Group Joint Child
Malnutrition Estimates, 2017
12
Ministry of Finance & UNICEF
Ethiopia National Situation
Analysis of Children & Women
in Ethiopia 2019
13
Ethiopia District Health
Information 2, 2021
9

59%
Breastfeeding
59% of children
under 6 months
are exclusively
breastfed.12

75%
Vitamin A
Supplementation:
75% of children under
5 receive Vitamin A
supplementation.13

10
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Little Horobo Guya, seven months old, is getting treatment for severe acute
malnutrition at Lafto health post. She is one of the many children affected by the
recent drought in Borena Zone, Oromia.

2021 KEY RESULTS:
■ Nearly 6 million children were screened
for acute malnutrition.

■ 145 Mobile Health and Nutrition Teams
were deployed across the country.

■ UNICEF supported the treatment of
more than half a million severely
malnourished.

■ Through UNICEF Ethiopia’s ‘Stop Stunting’
Flagship programme, a private sector
partnership enabled the development of
egg powder as an accessible, affordable
and nutritious food solution for children.

■ UNICEF delivered about $40 million
worth of RUTF, therapeutic milk and
medicines, including 20% locally
procured to ensure timely and adequate
treatment of children.
■ More than 10 million children under five
years old received two doses of Vitamin
A supplementation.
■ More than 1.4 million pregnant
women received iron and folic acid
supplementation.
■ Over 4 million primary caregivers of
children aged 0–23 months received
Infant & Young Child Counselling.

6

■ With the support from UNICEF, two key
policy documents were endorsed by the
Government of Ethiopia:
■ The Breast Milk Substitute (BMS)
Code Directive
■ The National Food and Nutrition Costed
Strategy with a total implementation
budget of $2.5 billion.

ETHIOPIA ANNUAL REPORT 2021

FOR EVERY CHILD,

A young internally displaced
girl accesses clean water
at an IDP site in Northern
Ethiopia.

WATER, SANITATION
AND HYGIENE (WASH)

SITUATION
41%

38%

89%

Access to safe water

WASH in Schools

Sanitation

41% of the population
have access to a basic
water supply.14

Only 38% of primary
schools have access
to water.17

89% of children lack
access to basic
sanitation.15

21%
WASH in Healthcare
Facilities
21% of healthcare facilities
have basic water supply.18

22 million
Open Defecation
22 million people practice
open defecation.16

UNICEF
Ministry of Finance & UNICEF Ethiopia
National Situation Analysis of Children &
Women in Ethiopia 2019
16
UNICEF
17
Ministry of Finance & UNICEF Ethiopia
National Situation Analysis of Children &
Women in Ethiopia 2019
18
IBID
14
15
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Aberash Abebe owns a water kiosk in the centre of Sheno
town. Her kiosk is also her home. She makes an income by
selling water and different items.

2021 KEY RESULTS:
■ Over 2 million people had access to
basic water supply services and over 5
million with emergency water supply.
■ Under the ‘End Open Defecation’
Flagship programme nearly 900,000
people gained access to basic sanitation
services in both humanitarian and
development settings.
■ 597 communities, with a total
population of nearly 3 million people
were certified to be living in open
defecation free environments.
■ In response to COVID-19, 77 health
facilities improved their WASH capacity.
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■ WASH facilities were installed in
145 schools and complemented by
menstrual hygiene management-related
support.
■ Under the UNHCR–UNICEF Blueprint
for Joint Action for Refugee Children,
around 260,000 refugees and host
community members benefitted from
clean water supply.
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“I love to go to school
because I get to play
with my friends and learn
important subjects,” said
Abel Chane, 6, smiling as
he holds his black board
after writing numbers on it.

FOR EVERY CHILD,

EDUCATION
SITUATION

7.3 million

2-2.9 million

Out of School Children

Risk of Drop Out due to COVID-19

An estimated 7.3 million children
(primary and secondary) are out of
school. Nearly half are girls.19

Between 2-2.9 million primary school
aged children are at risk of not returning
to school due to schools being shut
down because of COVID-19.21

3.5 million children

39 in 1

At-Risk of Drop Out

Teachers

An estimated 3.5 million children
(primary and secondary) are at risk of
dropping out of school. Nearly half
are girls.20

The pupil-teacher ratio is at an estimated
39:1 at primary level. Female teachers
account for 39% of all primary school
teachers.22

Ministry of Education & UNICEF Out of School Study 2021
IBID
21
IBID
22
Education Management Information System 2018/2019
19

20
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“I love attending school. My favorite class is mathematics.
Later I want to become a doctor because there is no one in
my village and I want to be able to heal people.” Mariam, 13

2021 KEY RESULTS:
■

UNICEF reached an estimated 600,000
(nearly half girls) children in pre-primary
and primary with quality education services.

■

Life skills materials and trainings supported
nearly 200,000 adolescent girls and boys.

■

Nearly 2,000 teachers were trained in early
childhood education and over 100,000
children received early child education.

■

In April 21, the Generation Unlimited
Initiative was launched aiming to train
2 million youth to enter the labour market
each year.

■

As part of the ‘Every Child Learns’ Flagship
programme and to promote evidencebased programming, UNICEF supported the
Ministry of Education and commissioned a
study on ‘out-of-school children’ in November
2021.
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■

UNICEF supported the finalization of
Ethiopia’s new Early Childhood Development
and Education Policy Framework and
teaching/learning module development via
the general curriculum reform process.

■

UNICEF engaged with the Curriculum
Development
and
Implementation
Directorate to build curriculum expert
capacity to strengthen teacher trainings
on curriculum development and ultimately
benefit over 26 million children enrolled in
pre-primary, primary and secondary school
over the coming decade.
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“I was forced into child marriage when I
was sixteen. But thanks to my teacher,
the gender club and the Aba gada council
members, the marriage was cancelled.
If I had stayed longer in this marriage,
I would have become pregnant and
unable to attend school. I am so grateful
to my teacher, Mohammed AbdulRahim, who rallied everyone to be on
my side,” says Sada Sultan.

FOR EVERY CHILD,

PROTECTION
SITUATION

3%

1 out of 4
Physical Violence

Birth Registration

Almost 1 out of every 4 females aged
15-49 years reported experiencing
physical or sexual violence.23

Only 3% of children under 5 are
registered at birth.24

65%

40%
Child Marriage

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

40% of women aged 20-24 years
are married by age 18 and 14%
are married by age 15.25

Around 65% of girls and women
have undergone FGM.26

Ethiopia Demographic & Health Survey (EDHS) 2016
IBID
25
IBID
26
IBID
23
24
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“I was 15 when my family proposed that I should get married to
a 26-year-old man. I knew about child marriage from awareness
sessions in my school, but I had such a difficult time challenging my
parents on their decision. I also felt highly threatened by the man I
was supposed to marry. In the end, the marriage was cancelled after
it was escalated to the woreda justice office. I have now become a
role model for all boys and girls in my kebele, especially for out-ofschool girls,” said 17-year-old Ferhia Ahimed

2021 KEY RESULTS:
■

Under the ‘End Child Marriage’ Flagship
programme, nearly 1.8 million people were
reached through child marriage and FGM
prevention interventions.

■

UNICEF supported the deployment of 1,160
social service workers to reach 27,000
children with child protection services.

■

743 child protection workforce members
received case management training and
296 protection workers were treated on
prevention of sexual exploitation and abuse.
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■

From July 2020-June 2021, over 600,000
babies were registered at birth.

■

UNICEF supported the National Civil
Registration and Vital Statistics Systems
Improvement Strategy and Costed Action
Plan. The strategy sets an 80 per cent
target for birth registration by 2026.
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“In the Debark Kulich Meda
camp, the families have lost
almost everything when they
fled the conflicts. Helping
the most vulnerable children
and women is what I love the
most about my daily work with
UNICEF,” said, Abebe Mengistie,
UNICEF Social Policy Officer

FOR EVERY CHILD,

AN EQUITABLE
CHANCE IN LIFE
2021 KEY RESULTS:
■

An estimated 14.4 million children were
covered by social protection programmes
through the rural and urban Protection
Safety Net Programme.

■

UNICEF conducted federal budget analyses
and developed sectoral budget briefs to
support advocacy for increased government
spending on social sectors.

■

UNICEF supported the development and
finalization of Social Protection Action Plans
in 10 regions of Ethiopia.

■

■

UNICEF supported the development of
productive safety net linkages to social
services in nutrition, WASH and health for
beneficiaries of the Productive Safety Net
Programme.

Completed a child-sensitivity analysis of all
social policies in Ethiopia to enable childfriendly policy advocacy at Federal and
regional levels.
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SOCIAL AND
BEHAVIOUR CHANGE
■

UNICEF reached over 36.6 million people with prevention and lifesaving messages through
mass media and community engagement platforms using influencers like community and
religious leaders and health extension workers.

■

Over 60 million people received COVID-19 prevention and mitigation messaging.

■

Nearly 6 million people received hygiene promotion advice focused on the prevention of
communicable diseases.

14
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SUPPLIES

■

$51.5 million worth of supplies procured in 2021 by UNICEF Ethiopia.

■

$143 million worth of supplies procured on behalf of the Government of Ethiopia.
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UNICEF’S

HUMANITARIAN
RESPONSE
SITUATION

26.3 million

4.23 million

800,000

26.3 million people,
including 14 million
children, were in need of
humanitarian assistance.27

4.23 million internally
displaced people across
the country and nearly half
are children.28

Ethiopia is hosting over
800,000 refugees.29

9 million

300,000

5 Million

More than 9 million people
needed urgent humanitarian
assistance in northern
Ethiopia.30

Over 300,000 people
displaced due to drought
and nearly 140,000 people
were displaced due to
seasonal floods.31

An estimated 5 million
people needed humanitarian
assistance in the worst
drought impacted areas in
the lowland regions of
Oromia and Somali.32
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2021 HUMANITARIAN KEY RESULTS:
■

Around 1.5 million children and women
accessed primary health care in UNICEF
supported facilities.

■

UNICEF supported the treatment of nearly
half a million severely malnourished.

■

Over 1.5 million children received Vitamin A
supplementation every six months.

■

More than 750,000 pregnant women
received iron and folic acid supplementation.

■

Over 400,000 primary caregivers of children
received infant and young child feeding
counselling.

■

Nearly 5 million people had access to safe
water supply and 1.6 million people received
sanitation and hygiene supplies.

■

Through the WASH Rapid Response
Mechanism, 1.7 million people living in
both drought and conflict impacted areas
were reached with emergency water supply.

■

Nearly 300,000 children living in
emergencies reached with educational
support.

■

Through the ‘Bete’ (My Home) initiative,
which provides integrated education and
child protection services, over 90,000
children (nearly half girls) were reached in
conflict impacted areas.

■

Over 100,000 children and caregivers
accessed mental health and psychosocial
support.
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NORTHERN ETHIOPIA
RESULTS:
■

Over 550,000 children and women accessed primary health care in UNICEF supported facilities.

■

90 Mobile Health and Nutrition Teams were deployed in response to the conflict.

■

Through the ‘Find-and-Treat’ campaign in hard-to-reach areas in northern Ethiopia, UNICEF and
partners treated over 110,000 severely malnourished children.

■

Nearly 870,000 children received Vitamin A supplementation every six months.

■

Over 2.2 million people accessed safe water supply.

■

Over 100,000 children were reached with education in emergencies support.

■

Nearly 250,000 children, women and caregivers were reached with child protection and genderbased violence interventions.

■

Over 31,000 internally displaced people supported through humanitarian cash transfers.
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UNICEF Ethiopia is deeply grateful for all the support from our partners. Your continued funding has
helped improve the lives of children and their families in Ethiopia.

DONOR SUPPORT:

AUSTRALIA

CANADA

CHINA

DENMARK

GERMANY

IRELAND

ITALY

JAPAN

NORWAY

POLAND

SAUDI
ARABIA

SPAIN

FINLAND

FRANCE

KOREA

LUXEMBOURG

NETHERLANDS

SWEDEN

SWITZERLAND

UNITED
KINGDOM

UNITED
STATES

UN

UNICEF National Committees

CENTRAL EMERGENCY RESPONSE FUND
(CERF)

AUSTRALIA

GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP FOR EDUCATION

DENMARK

CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND
PREVENTION (CDC)
WORLD BANK

CANADA
GERMANY
JAPAN
LUXEMBOURG
NEW ZEALAND
SPAIN

Private Donors and
Foundations
EDUCATION CANNOT WAIT FUND
GAVI
ROTARY

SWEDEN
SWITZERLAND
SAUDI ARABIA
UNITED STATES
UNITED KINGDOM
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