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SUMMARY OF RESULTS  

UNICEF and Implementing Partners Response 

Targets 2016 Total Results  
Change since last 

report  

Number of children (boys and girls) received 
psychosocial support in family support hubs, child 
friendly spaces and mother-baby corners 

Croatia 18,100 17,388 30 

Greece 6,000 532 98 

Serbia 30,200 
27,914 1,427 

(incl. 131 CwD) (incl. 7 CwD) 

Slovenia 3,200 3,407 55 

The former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia 

33,000 33,011 92 

 

  SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Highlights 
 

¶ So far this year some 266,000 people crossed the Mediterranean. Although 
refugees and migrants continue using the Eastern Mediterranean route, in July 
Italy registered 10 times more arrivals than Greece. 
 

¶ Children make up 31 per cent of all refugees and migrants who have arrived by 
sea in 2016, and around 45 per cent of those stranded in south-east Europe. In 
addition, out of the 1,990,000 first time asylum applications, registered in 
Europe during the last 19 months, 30 per cent (or some 587,000 applications) 
were for children. 
 

¶ In July 2016, some 1,702 children benefitted from continuous provision of 
psycho-social support, recreational and learning activities in UNICEF-supported 
child-friendly spaces and Interagency “Blue Dots” in south-east Europe. In 
addition, 665 children at risk, including unaccompanied children, have been 
provided with case management services by outreach teams in Turkey and 
Greece.  
 

¶ UNICEF continues providing technical support to governments across south-
east Europe on child nutrition and health and monitoring needs and gaps in 
service provision. In July, 790 babies and infants benefitted from direct infant 
and young child feeding services in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
and Serbia.  
 

¶ While the past month has seen some positive developments and political 
commitments regarding the inclusion of children in the upcoming school year 
and the improvement of protection to unaccompanied children, UNICEF 
remains concerned about the protection standards in asylum and 
accommodation centres across Europe, including in de-facto detention, and the 
insufficient services for children who have endured trauma, abuse and 
exploitation during their journey to and through Europe.  

15 August 2016 

266,266 
# of arrivals in Europe by sea in 2016 
(UNHCR, 19 Aug 2016 

31 per cent children 

 
 

63,647 
# of stranded people in south-east Europe  
(IOM, 10 Aug 2016) 

44 per cent children  
 
 
UNICEF Revised Appeal 
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US$ 31,375,228 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 

Since the beginning of 2016, 266,266 people have arrived to Europe by sea. Although people continue using the Eastern Mediterranean 
route, in July Italy registered almost 23,500 arrivals, which is more than 10 times the number of arrivals in Greece. One in every three 
refugees and migrants was below 18, and it can be estimated that between January and July 2016 at least 5501 refugee and migrant 
children have lost their lives in the Mediterranean Sea.  

According to Eurostat, between January 2015 and July 2016 European countries have processed more than 1,990,000 first time asylum 
applications, 30 per cent (or some 587,000 applications) were for children. The majority of them have been placed in asylum and 
accommodation centres across Europe, where they often spend months. This remains a major concern, as national systems still struggle 
to ensure adequate access to services such as mental health and psycho-social support, education and age-appropriate nutrition, as well 
as minimum protection standards in asylum centres in the midst of rising hate crime incidents and reports of abuse and exploitation 
against refugee and migrant children. In addition, recent 
reports from the EU Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) have 
brought to light gaps in terms of birth registration of refugee 
and migrant children, which can have significant negative 
consequences in terms of legal identity and access to 
essential healthcare and vaccination programmes. UNICEF is 
also concerned about the potential effects of the recent 
events in Turkey on children’s access to education and other 
essential humanitarian services.  

The situation of unaccompanied and separated children 
(UASC) in Europe continues to be alarming. In Italy, where 
more than 90 per cent of all child refugees and migrants 
arrive unaccompanied, operational and human rights 
agencies continue bringing evidence of the trauma and 
harm, endured by children during their journey to Europe, 
which requires appropriate support and protection 
measures. In Greece, despite continuous efforts of the 
Government and partners, of the 2,250 registered refugee 
and migrant UASC, 65 per cent are still outside the child 
welfare system, and some 370 children still await alternatives 
to closed facilities. Guardianship and provision of appropriate 
accommodation and specialized services remain challenging 
in many countries across Europe, and the phenomenon of 
increasingly younger UASC2 among arrivals to Europe makes 
the needs for urgent measures and sustainable solutions even more pressing.  

While recent Eurostat data showing that 160,000 children (including 20,700 Syrian children) have benefitted from family reunification 
last year, family reunification of refugee and migrant children already in Europe remains difficult with less than 30 UASC relocated from 
Greece and Italy to other European countries where they may have family members. Nevertheless, UNICEF welcomes commitments by 
Governments, such as Germany, Greece and Italy, which have made considerable efforts to improve the protection and care of refugee 
and migrant children during the past month. These include commitments for reforms and improved monitoring and application of 
protection standards in Germany, alternatives to detention and guardianship for UASC in Greece and the relocation of all UASC from 
hotspots to newly-established protective centres in Italy. In addition, UNICEF welcomes efforts and timely actions, undertaken by the 
Government of Greece and other European countries towards the integration of refugee and migrant children in their national Education 
systems starting from September.  

Humanitarian Strategy and Coordination 

In line with its Core Commitments for Children in Humanitarian Action, UNICEF is responding to the current situation in Europe through 
a combination of advocacy, technical assistance to Governments, capacity-building and service delivery responses in Turkey, Greece, the 
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia, Germany, Bulgaria and Italy. UNICEF interventions are tailored to 
national contexts and needs expressed by Governments, and focus on Child Protection, Education, Health, Nutrition, WASH, Child Rights 
Monitoring, SGBV, Social Policy and Cash/Voucher programmes as part of a broader protection response. 

                                                        
1 Based on IOM data on fatalities in the Mediterranean in 2016 and overall proportion of children among refugees and migrants arriving 
in Italy.   
2 Typically UASC, who have made the journey to Europe are 15-17 years old, but in its July report on the current migration situation in 
the EU, the EU Fundamental Rights Agency reported that increasingly young children, some as young as 4 to 9 year old have been 
arriving to Europe through Bulgaria, where almost half of all refugee and migrant children are unaccompanied.   

Osarugue, 16, a Nigerian migrant from Benin City, Edo State, at 
Rainbow, a government administered centre for unaccompanied girls 
that provides shelter, food, education and legal help for unaccompanied 
asylum seekers in Palermo, Sicily, Italy. Of the 150,000 migrants and 
refugees who arrived in Italy in 2015, the majority of people were 
leaving African nations, including Nigeria, Eritrea and Sudan.  
© UNICEF/UN019998/Gilbertson VII Photo 
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UNICEF continues to mobilize Member States, partners and duty-bearers to improve assistance and protection for refugee and migrant 
children and their families, both as part of the immediate humanitarian response and through longer-term support to national child 
welfare systems. UNICEF is closely coordinating its response with Governments, agencies and civil society within relevant coordination 
mechanisms and working groups, as well as UNHCR and IOM as part of the revised Regional Refugee and Migrant Response Plan covering 
Turkey and south-east Europe.  

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Child Protection 
In July, UNICEF sustained the provision of psychosocial support, learning and recreational activities in 16 locations: Izmir, Ankara, 
Istanbul, Adana and Kayseri in Turkey; Athens and Piraeus, Greece; Gevgelija and Tabanovce, the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia; Presevo, Krnjaca and Sid, Serbia; Kutina and Zagreb, Croatia; Ljubljana and Logatec, Slovenia; and Berlin, Germany. Some 
1,702 children benefitted from continuous services in Greece, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Serbia and Slovenia. During 
the reporting period, UNICEF has reopened its child-friendly space in Sid to respond to the increasing needs, and moved child-friendly 

services from Piraeus port to Trikala camp, Greece, after the evacuation and closure of the site in Piraeus. In addition, 
UNICEF is working with UNHCR and partners on the expansion of the package of services for children and families 
under the sign of the “Blue Dot” to twelve sites in Epirus, Attica and Central Macedonia, Greece.  

UNICEF- supported mobile teams in various sites in the mainland in Greece have reached out, identified and referred a 
total of 212 UASC in 17 sites including Victoria Square. UNICEF continues providing support to the Greek government on the 
identification of alternatives to detention and closed facilities, and during the last month has identified appropriate shelters for 45 
unaccompanied children on Lesvos and in Athens. In addition, a UNICEF-supported social worker, seconded to EKKA, continues to 
provide support in managing the increasing caseload of unaccompanied children. UNICEF is also providing technical assistance to 
Greek authorities on the operationalization of the UK DUBS programme to transfer eligible UASC from Greece to the UK and reunite 
them with their family members. Finally, upon request from the Greek government, UNICEF contributed to a 2-day seminar organised 
by the Ministry of Labour and the Ministry of Migration, aiming to set up a national guardianship programme for UASC adapted to the 
Greek context. Similar work has been done in Serbia, where UNICEF is currently building on existing work on guardianship for UASC 
in Presevo and Belgrade with the aim to expand and cover Subotica and the Serbian-Hungarian border.  

Despite the largely slowed activities due to Bayram holidays and a sensitive political situation in Turkey, during the past month UNICEF 
supported an assessment of 1,800 children in Kayseri and Istanbul, which led to the identification of 453 children at risk. They have 
been referred to specialised support services, and outreach teams are following up through individualized case management in 
cooperation with child protection partners.  

In Bulgaria, UNICEF-supported legal teams continued to provide legal advice and counselling to refugee and migrant UASC on their 
release from detention, social support and procedures, which could apply to their situation, including family reunification. In June, all 
131 UASC, identified during the month, benefitted from these services.  In order to better respond to the protection needs of the ever 
increasing number of refugee and migrant children crossing into Bulgaria, UNICEF and UNHCR are currently working with civil society 
organisations on a protection gaps analysis to identify training needs and provide recommendations for a more structured approach 
to case management. This will complement existing capacity-building efforts and technical assistance to the Bulgarian State Agency 
for Refugees in terms of information management and provision of psycho-social support to children.   

Following the official launch of the Minimum Standards for the Protection of Children, Adolescents and Women in Refugee Reception 
Centres in Germany on 25 July, UNICEF conducted two sets of integrated multidisciplinary trainings for coordinators and managers 
from 25 pre-selected centres across Germany to prepare them for the roll-out of protection strategies and set up child-friendly spaces 
and protection services. In addition, UNICEF has finalized a toolkit of assessment and analysis tools, such as risk assessment, site 
profiling and community mapping instruments, which will support Site Coordinators and Managers in establishing and monitoring the 
implementation of site-specific protection strategies. In parallel, UNICEF is building on the training package, recently piloted in Berlin, 
and finalizing a training package for the Training of Trainers (ToT), planned for September, on ensuring a protective and child-friendly 
environment in refugee centres. UNICEF is also partnering with national counterparts on 7 regional conferences across the country 
(October-December 2016), aiming to familiarize state and local authorities with the minimum standards on protection and to provide 
a platform for exchange among actors and decision-makers.  

In Italy, UNICEF is currently in the process of establishing mobile teams in key areas to provide services to children exposed to risks of 
smuggling and trafficking, as well as facilitating the social inclusion of UASC with the help of civil society groups. In addition, UNICEF 
is piloting the placement of child protection experts on coast guard rescue boats to enable the early identification of children at risk, 
including potential victims of trafficking. These activities are expected to be complemented by the adaptation of minimum protection 
standards for reception centres, as well as the provision of psychosocial support and other activities for adolescents placed in centres 
for unaccompanied children in Sicily, Calabria, and Campania.  
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 Education 
In July, UNICEF sustained the continuous 
provision of structured learning activities in all 
UNICEF-supported child-friendly spaces along 
with technical assistance to national 

authorities in Greece, Serbia, Slovenia and the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia on the inclusion of refugee and migrant 
children in national education systems during the upcoming 
school year. UNICEF’s support includes guidance, education 
needs assessments, provision and/or development of 
education materials and roll-out of local language classes. 

In Greece, UNICEF has provided support, including through 
stationary, to ongoing non-formal education activities in the 
Skaramagas refugee camp, near Athens, where 650 children (3-
17-year olds) have already benefitted from summer-break 
educational and recreational activities. As part of the middle 
and long-term national plan on Education in Greece, UNICEF 
is currently establishing partnerships for the delivery of 
structured education activities, which will benefit at least 850 
children (3-5 and 11-17-years olds) in Skaramagas refugee 
camp during the school year 2016-2017. Efforts are being 
made to expand this type of activities to other locations in 
Central and Northern Greece. The results of the assessment on the education needs for refugee and migrant children, led by the Greek 
Ministry of Education, have further informed UNICEF’s support to the Ministry of Education in the areas of pre-school education, on-
site education in large refugee camps and inclusion of children from smaller sites into public schools.  

In Turkey, UNICEF is supporting formal education opportunities for over 230,000 refugee children. Details on these activities can be 
found in the UNICEF Situation Report for the Syria Crisis. 

 Health and Nutrition 
UNICEF nutrition response, and particularly Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF), continues to be provided to refugee 
and migrant children in Gevgelija and Tabanovce in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and in Serbia in the 

centers in Presevo, Sid and at the border with Hungary. In July, 790 babies and infants received health and nutrition 
services, and 175 mothers were provided with breastfeeding and nutrition-related support in mother-and-baby spaces 

in the above-mentioned locations. 

Within the Greek Food Task Force,  currently developing recommendations for short and long-term food assistance options, including 
cash-based alternatives, UNICEF has provided technical assistance on defining the minimum nutritional requirements and preferences 
of adults, children and infants (including children 6 to 24 months), pregnant and lactating women, and persons with cardiovascular 
diseases and/or diabetes. In addition, UNICEF continues to lead efforts within the Greek Health and Nutrition Working Group for the 
signature of a joint statement on infant and young child feeding to limit the uncontrolled distribution of breastmilk substitutes, and is 
developing new partnerships to address the remaining gaps in the current programme interventions on IYCF.  
 
At the Serbian-Hungarian border, UNICEF, together with partners, continues fast-tracking and referring vulnerable children, mothers 
and people with health-related issues, providing age-appropriate food, and monitoring IYCF practices and distribution of breastmilk 
substitutes. Negotiations have now been initiated to deploy nurses from the local Primary Health Centre to further strengthen the 
health and nutrition response. In addition, UNICEF is planning a rapid assessment of the nutritional status of children in Horgos and 
Kelebija in coordination with the Serbian Institute of Public Health, and is developing guidance on screening and diagnosis of children 
with moderate and severe acute malnutrition.  

In Italy, UNICEF, in cooperation with local health institutions, is supporting the presence of a medical doctor – gynaecologist at the 
port in Lampedusa to identify and assist women and girls, who may have been sexually exploited.  
  

Child Rights Monitoring 

Children enjoy summer classes in Skaramagas camp, run by Piraeus 
Open School for Immigrants with support from UNICEF, Greece  
© UNICEF Regional Office CEE/CIS 
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UNICEF continues working with Governments and civil society across Europe to strengthen data and analysis on the 
situation of refugee and migrant children. As part of the ongoing efforts to support and build the capacity of Greek 
stakeholders to better monitor child rights 
violations, in July a UNICEF-supported expert 

has been seconded to the office of the Deputy Ombudsperson 
for Children. In Germany, UNICEF is currently finalizing a 
monitoring framework for use by staff in refugee centres, 
along with a comprehensive strategy and action plan for the 
roll-out of monitoring activities, which will allow for more 
systematic and harmonized monitoring of the situation of 
refugee and migrant children in refugee centres across the 
country.  
  

WASH and Basic Supplies
UNICEF continues supporting the distribution of 
basic supplies to children and their families.  In 
July, some 1,580 children received summer 

clothes, shoes, underwear, baby care items and/or other 
sanitary items in Turkey, the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, Serbia and Slovenia.  

In Greece, where UNICEF is scaling up its WASH response, planned activities, expected to start in August, include the provision of 
drinking water, sanitation services, connections of waste water pipes/waste water management, as well as hygiene promotion and 
distribution of hygiene items. It is estimated that up to 7,000 people will benefit from these services in four sites in Northern Greece 
and the Attika region.  
 
 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS - as of 1 August 2016  
Note: For the period 1 January to 7 March prior to border closures, services were provided in several locations for children on the move. As a result 
a child may have been reported as being reached in multiple locations along the way. Since 7 March and border closures, refugee and migrant 
women and children have been stranded across these different locations in south-eastern Europe. In March, UNICEF therefore reached children 
for the period they were on the move and then continued to provide services after border closures as women and children became stranded in the 
different locations on the route. For the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Serbia, Croatia and Slovenia, results reported here represent 
women and children reached while on the move prior to 7 March, and women and children who received continued/repeated services when 
remaining in transit/reception centres after 7 March. The numbers for May, June and July 2016 correspond to the number of children and women 
reached during these months, which may imply some double counting of stranded people, who received services during previous months.  
In Turkey, UNICEF maintains large ongoing programmes in the areas of Child Protection and Education for refugee children, and results are 
reported in the monthly Situation Report on the Syria Crisis. 
 

SUMMARY OF RESULTS  

UNICEF and Implementing Partners 
Response 

Targets 2016 
Total 

Results  
Change since 

last report  

CHILD PROTECTION 

Number of children (boys and girls) received 
psychosocial support in family support hubs, 
child friendly spaces and mother-baby corners 

Croatia 18,100 17,388 30 

Greece 6,000 532 98 

Serbia 30,200 

27,914 1,427 

(incl. 131 
CwD) 

(incl. 7CwD) 

Slovenia 3,200 3,407 55 

The former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia 

33,000 33,011 92 

Number of frontline workers trained on child 
protection standards/child protection in 
emergencies 

Croatia 200 111 - 

Germany* 2,000 50 50 

Greece 200 47 47 

Serbia 200 248 18 

Slovenia 500 69 - 

Refugee and migrant children play at Kara Tepe hospitality centre on the 
Greek island of Lesvos. © UNICEF/UN020535/Georgiev 
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The former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia 

150 229 35 

Turkey 60 79 - 

Number of children at-risk (including UASC) 
identified and referred to specialised 
care/services 

Greece 2000 212 212 

Turkey 6000 6,433 453 

HEALTH AND NUTRITION 

Number of infants (under 2) accessed mother 
and baby care centre nutrition services 

Croatia 1,600 1,544 - 

Greece 600 - - 

Serbia 3,400 3,870 787 

The former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia 

1,580 1,572 3 

Number of women accessing infant and young 
child feeding counselling at family support hubs, 
child friendly spaces and mother-baby corners 

Croatia 1,900 1,637 10 

Greece 1,200 - - 

Serbia 3,500 3,388 163 

Slovenia 150 - - 

The former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia 

110 110 2 

Number of children vaccinated against vaccine 
preventable diseases (i.e., measles, diphtheria, 
and polio) 

Greece 25,000 - - 

WASH and BASIC SUPPLIES 

Number of children received basic supplies 
(including clothing and baby hygiene items) to 
protect them from weather conditions and keep 
good personal hygiene 

Croatia 17,600 16,574 - 

Serbia 21,200 21,432 1,303 

Slovenia 400 83 - 

The former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia 

20,960 21,044 45 

Turkey 30,000 52,706 225 

EDUCATION 

Number of children including adolescents 
participating in structured education activities 

Greece 5,000 
Partner 
not yet 

reporting 

Partner not yet 
reporting 

Number of children including adolescents 
participating in life-skills education 

Greece 3,000 
Partner 
not yet 

reporting 

Partner not yet 
reporting 

*In Germany, UNICEF is providing training to all staff in asylum and accommodation centres, including coordinators and managers. 
 

Communications and Advocacy
In July, UNICEF continued to be the leading voice for refugee and migrant children in Europe. Recent negotiations on the 

outcome document for the September UNGA High Level Plenary Meeting on Large Scale Movements of Refugees and 
Migrants in New York have shown some positive commitments to protecting the rights of refugee and migrant children. They 

have also helped in identifying areas where further advocacy efforts are needed, and in particular in supporting States to implement 
alternatives to immigration detention of children.  

UNICEF continues to raise concerns about the cases of exploitation, trafficking and abuse of refugee and migrant children and calling for 
transnational collaboration on child protection. UNICEF’s ‘Danger every step of the way’ and ‘Neither Safe Nor Sound’ report on the 
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situation of hundreds of refugee and migrant children in Calais and other camps in Northern France continue playing a central role in 
UNICEF advocacy. UNICEF has also launched a campaign in the UK, which has gathered almost 149,000, signatures calling on the UK 
Government to reunite refugee and migrant children with their families in the UK. As a result of UNICEF call for quick and efficient 
collaboration between the French and the UK Governments, since January 2016, at least 50 children have been transferred from France 
to the UK and reunited with their families. 

In Germany, a joint press release of all child welfare partners announced the official publication of the Minimum Standards for the 
Protection of Children, Adolescents and Women in Refugee Reception Centres on 27th of July (https://www.unicef.de/presse/2016/mehr-
schutz-in-fluechtlingsunterkuenften/119830). This has been a turning point in joint advocacy efforts by the German Ministry of Family, 
UNICEF and partners to improve the legal framework on protection for refugee children, adolescents and women in refugee reception 
centers and shelters, expected to lead to a draft amendment of the Code of Social Law VIII in September.   
 

Funding Update 
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Country 
2016 

requirements 
(US$) 

Revised 2016 
requirements 

(US$) 

Funds available* 
(US$) 

Funding gap 
  

$  % 

Countries with on the move and stranded children       

West Balkan Countries** 15,972,000 6,757,957 6,428,078 329,879 5% 

Greece 5,462,000 10,000,000 5,966,252 4,033,748 40% 

Turkey 2,500,000 7,020,000 1,498,485 5,521,515 79% 

Countries of destination and additional countries       

Countries of destination and 
planned additional 
countries*** 

3,400,000 3,403,996 3,009,854 394,142 12% 

Regional and global       

Advocacy, communications, 
technical support and 
preparedness 

3,488,000 4,193,275 3,520,160 673,115 16% 

Total  $30,822,000 $31,375,228 $20,422,829 $10,952,399 35% 

 

Tsvetomira Bidart 
Information Management and 
Reporting Specialist 
UNICEF Regional Office for CEE/CIS 
Switzerland 
Tel: +41 22 90 95 536 
Email: tbidart@unicef.org 
 
 

Lucio Melandri 
Manager, Geneva Crisis Coordination 
Cell  
UNICEF Regional Office for CEE/CIS 
Switzerland 
Tel: +41 79 332 5174 
Email:lmelandri@unicef.org 
 
 

Marie-Pierre Poirier 
Special Coordinator 
Regional Director 
UNICEF Regional Office for CEE/CIS 
Switzerland 
Tel: +41 22 90 95 502 
Email: mppoirier@unicef.org 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information:  

https://www.unicef.de/presse/2016/mehr-schutz-in-fluechtlingsunterkuenften/119830
https://www.unicef.de/presse/2016/mehr-schutz-in-fluechtlingsunterkuenften/119830
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