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  SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Highlights 
 

• So far this year more than 231,000 people crossed the Mediterranean. While 

the trend of decreased arrivals through the Eastern Mediterranean continued 

during the month of June, with only 1,500 new arrivals in Greece, some 22,250 

people were rescued in Italian waters during the same period of time. 

 

• While the proportion of children among new arrivals in Greece has decreased 

to 27 per cent in June (the majority being boys, 15 to 17 years old), these 

numbers remain relatively small and the overall proportion of children among 

refugees and migrants in south-east Europe remains stable, standing at around 

40 per cent. 

 

• In June 2016, nearly 929 children played, learned and received psychosocial 

support in UNICEF-supported child-friendly spaces and child and family support 

hubs in Greece, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Serbia, Croatia 

and Slovenia. In addition, outreach teams in Turkey identified and referred 

1,270 children at-risk.  

 

• Since the beginning of 2016, UNICEF capacity-building on child protection 

across Europe has reached some 720 frontline professionals. 

 

• UNICEF has also been providing continuous technical assistance and support to 

governments across south-east Europe on child nutrition and health, while 

some 50 babies and infants benefitted from direct infant and young child 

feeding services in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Serbia.  

 

• The use of dangerous illegal routes by children, whether travelling alone or with 

their families, continuous reports of abuse and violence in accommodation 

centres and the placement of children in de-facto detention, as well as  tighter 

national migration and asylum policies remain the major operational and 

political constraints  for UNICEF humanitarian action.  

12 JULY 2016 

231,153 
# of arrivals in Europe by sea in 2016 

(UNHCR, 7 July 2016 

 

158,527 
# of arrivals by sea through Greece in 2016 
(UNHCR, 7 July 2016) 

38 per cent children 

 

70,808 
# of arrivals by sea through Italy in 2016 

(UNHCR, 3 July 2016) 

17 per cent children  
 

62,299 
# of stranded people in south-east Europe  

(IOM, 28 Jun 2016) 

40 per cent children 

 

 
 

UNICEF Revised Appeal 
2016 
US$ 31,375,228 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 

So far this year more than 231,000 people crossed the 

Mediterranean. While the trend of decreased arrivals through 

the Eastern Mediterranean continued during the month of 

June, with only 1,500 new arrivals in Greece, some 22,250 

people were rescued in Italian waters during the same period 

of time. In addition, 62,300 people remain stranded mainly in 

Greece, and to a smaller extent in the Western Balkans.  

While the proportion of children among new arrivals in 

Greece has decreased to 27 per cent in June (the majority 

being boys, 15 to 17 years old), these numbers remain 

relatively small and the overall proportion of children among 

stranded refugees and migrants, remains stable, standing at 

around 40 per cent. Between January and May 2016, some 

302,200 people sought asylum in Germany - one third of 

asylum seekers were below 18 years old (1 in four of them 

was a small child between 0 and 5 years old). 

As a result of the pre-registration process in Greece, 83 

unaccompanied and separated children (UASC) were 

identified and referred to specialized services in June. This 

number adds to the 2,390 UASC, already registered by EKKA, 

and couples with a four-fold increase of UASC (almost 950) 

waiting to be placed in protective shelters.  

In its most recent report on human rights violations against 

refugees and migrants, the EU Fundamental Rights agency 

(FRA), highlighted the continuous placement of UASC in 

inadequate hotspot facilities for extended periods of time, 

border restrictions, increasing preference by national authorities to grant subsidiary protection, and unprecedented levels of violence 

and xenophobia against refugees and migrants in many EU countries. The above issues seriously affect the well-being of children, 

both accompanied and unaccompanied. Concerning are also the continuous reports of stranded children, who take dangerous illegal 

border crossings in the Balkans with the aim to continue their journey to Europe. With the increased demand, smuggling and 

trafficking become an important issue in the Balkans, which exposes children at risk of exploitation and abuse, and takes them away 

from available protective services. In addition, cases of push-back by border police or leaving children stranded between borders 

represent another issue, which deserves Governments’ urgent attention.  

To gain first-hand experience on the situation of UASC arriving by sea in Italy, who have increasingly reported trauma and harm due 

to violence and abuse in northern-African countries, on 5-7 July, UNICEF Deputy Executive Director Justine Forsyth visited Italy. He 

met with Government officials, spoke with children from centres in Palermo and Trabia, and accompanied the Italian Coast Guard 

during their rescue monitoring operations in Lampedusa. This first official visit since the signature of the Joint Declaration of Intent 

between UNICEF and the Italian Ministry of Interior (27 May 2016) comes at a time when UNICEF is working on the establishment of 

its operational response and is defining its support to the Italian government to improve care for refugee and migrant children arriving 

in Italy.  

Humanitarian Strategy and Coordination 

In line with its Core Commitments for Children in Humanitarian Action, UNICEF is responding to the crisis through a combination of 

advocacy, technical assistance to Governments, capacity-building and service delivery responses in Turkey, Greece, the former 

Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia, Germany, Bulgaria and is now extending support to children and women 

in Italy and Austria. UNICEF interventions are tailored to national contexts and needs expressed by Governments, and focus on Child 

Protection, Education, Health, Nutrition, WASH, Child Rights Monitoring, SGBV, Social Policy and Cash/Voucher programmes as part 

of a broader protection response. 

UNICEF continues to mobilize Member States, partners and duty-bearers to improve assistance and protection for refugee and 

migrant children and their families, both as part of the immediate humanitarian response and through longer-term support to national 

child protection systems. UNICEF is closely coordinating its response with Governments, agencies and civil society within relevant 

coordination mechanisms and working groups, as well as UNHCR and IOM as part of the revised Regional Refugee and Migrant 

Response Plan.  

On 27 May 2016 in Athens, Greece, Eugenia Katoufa (center) reads a 

story with one of the Syrian refugee children who are currently living in 

an apartment provided by the municipal council that Ms Katoufa works 

for. The children’s mother, Walaa (not pictured), is a Syrian refugee who 

fled the war in Syria with her family and is waiting to be reunited with her 

husband who is now in Sweden. lMs Katoufa visits the family often. “I 

learn Arabic and she (Walaa’s daughter) learns Greek and English….So 

they live here and we try to offer them what they need. Clothes, 

everything. the food every day of course. We take them to medical centre 

when they need. We have a group of volunteers. We take them to the 

park..We organize celebrations to have fun,” said Katoufa. “I feel very 

much sympathize with these mothers. I feel their pain, their agony, their 

stress.© UNICEF/UN021996/Georgiev 
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UNICEF is actively participating in national Protection, Child Protection and SGBV working groups and has been defining its role the 

Education task force in Greece. In Germany, the Ministry of Family and UNICEF organised a ‘coordination workshop’ with coordinators, 

managers and service providers from the 25 model accommodation centres on 9 May, to review key concepts, tools and tasks related 

to the protection of refugee and migrant women and children. This has laid the ground for continued inter-agency engagement, 

technical support and capacity-building in Germany. 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Child Protection 
In June, UNICEF supported and sustained services for stranded children and families in Izmir, Ankara, Istanbul, Adana 

and Kayseri in Turkey; Athens and Piraeus, Greece; Gevgelija and Tabanovce, the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia; Presevo and Krnjaca, Serbia; Porin, Croatia; Ljubljana and Logatec, Slovenia. Services in these four 

locations provided safe environment to 929 children, who had continuous access to recreational and learning activities, 

as well as psychological support. In Germany, the first model child-friendly space, located in Marburgerstrasse, Berlin, 

has become fully operational in June.  

During the second half of June, UNICEF in Greece opened a new “Blue Dot” service where 100 children can rest, play, receive psycho-

social support or be referred to specialised services. In Piraeus port, where UNICEF-supported mobile team started only recently, 

more than 200 women, children and men have received legal aid, social and psychosocial support. In addition, 24 new UASC have 

been identified and referred to appropriate services. Activities in Greece are expected to be soon strengthened by UNICEF-supported 

outreach teams, which will identify UASC and other children at risk in 12 new sites in Northern Greece and Attika region.  

In Turkey, seven UNICEF-supported mobile border teams were further strengthened through the recruitment of trained social workers 

and interpreters to provide support in key coastal areas, where refugees and migrants are being returned from Greece, or intercepted 

by the Turkish coastal guards. In June, these teams conducted needs assessments among 2,230 children and identified 1,270 

vulnerable children as in need of specialized support across the provinces of Ankara, Izmir, Kayseri and Istanbul. Case management 

for 1,138 of these children led to successful referral to specialized services. Outreach teams supported by social workers and child 

protection specialists are following up on these 

cases through individualized case management 

in cooperation with parents. 

Another important part of UNICEF response, 

particularly in Greece, is the improvement of 

care and protection for UASC. UNICEF continues 

to closely work with the Greek government to 

develop alternatives to detention and has 

already identified three shelters for UASC with 

capacity for 25 children in each, located on 

Lesbos and the mainland. In addition, UNICEF is 

working with the Public Prosecutors to develop 

a plan on the operational support to strengthen 

guardianship for UASC and other children at risk. 

UNICEF continues to provide technical 

assistance on timely and adequate care for 

UASC and timely appointment of guardianship 

to Governments in the Western Balkans. In 

Serbia, for example, the support currently 

provided to authorities in Presevo and Belgrade 

will be expanded to also cover Subotica (to cover 

the Serbian-Hungarian border points, where 

women and children are currently stranded). In 

Bulgaria, UNICEF partners conducted interviews 

with 80 UASC with the aim to provide support for 

family reunification, and provided 32 UASC with legal counselling related to their placement in closed facilities, available social services 

and administrative procedures, which apply to them. In addition, UNICEF is developing a concept note on the establishment of a 

centre for UASC as an alternative to address existing practices of placement of unaccompanied refugee and migrant children in closed 

facilities or facilities with insufficient child protection standards.  

In June, UNICEF continued building the capacity of front line workers on child protection with three sets of trainings in the former 

Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (which also included a GBV component), Slovenia and Greece. In Greece, with UNICEF support, EKKA 

carried out a training for 40 front line professionals on identification and registration procedures for UASC. This is the first of a series 

A boy who is an unaccompanied minor looks across the beach in Trabia, Italy, on May 

14, 2016. He lives at Rainbow, a government administered centre for unaccompanied 

boys that provides shelter, food, education and legal help for unaccompanied asylum 

seekers in Trabia, Sicily. Of the 150,000 migrants and refugees who arrived in Italy in 

2015, the vast majority of people are coming from West Africa.  

© UNICEF/UN019996/Gilbertson VII Photo 
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of similar capacity-building activities planned in Northern Greece and the islands. In Germany, UNICEF trained staff of the first model 

site, aiming to replicate these activities in all other sites with child-friendly activities in the country. In Serbia, UNICEF supported two 

trainings on psychological first aid for government and NGO workers, and facilitated sessions in a number of workshops related to the 

protection of refugee and migrant children. In Bulgaria, UNICEF conducted a second training for the border police and social services 

at the borders with Greece and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia to increase awareness of their legal obligations towards 

refugee and migrant children and women, child protection issues and referral of UASC. 

In Germany, the minimum standards for the protection of children, adolescents and women in Refugee Reception Centres, developed 

together with major welfare organisations, NGOs and other partners under UNICEF leadership, have now been approved by the 

German Government and will be published as a joint document, available online by the end of July. In addition, UNICEF has conducted 

CFS needs assessments in two pilot asylum centres (Marburgerstrasse and Karlshorst), followed by a protection risk assessment. As a 

result, UNICEF together with staff and residents developed specific protection strategies to address the existing risks.  

 

 Education 

In June, UNICEF structured learning activities in all UNICEF-supported child-friendly spaces, and has been working 

closely with the governments of Greece, Serbia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia to develop strategies 

for the integration of refugee and migrant children in national education system, and plan for non-formal and formal   

education activities.  

As part of the Education Task Force in Greece, UNICEF has been closely working with the Greek Ministry of Education to shape the 

national education response, which will focus summer informal education activities, mid-term structured education activities to 

prepare children for integration in the Greek national school system and a long-term strategy for the integration of refugee children 

in Greek schools. Based on this agreement, UNICEF focused on providing quality education opportunities for around 1,000 children- 

starting with a pilot in the Scaramagas refugee camp. In addition, UNICEF is partnering with Pireaus Open School of Immigrants for 

the provision of summer educational and recreational activities, as well as the British Council and the Danish Refugee Council on 

structured education activities during the upcoming school year 2016/17. With regards to the long-term integration of refugee 

children in the Greek school system, UNICEF is offering support for organizing reception classes and preparation of teacher for the 

integration of refugee and migrant children in schools.  Similarly, UNICEF has strengthened cooperation with Ministry of Education in 

Serbia on the development of education interventions to meet the needs of stranded school-age children. UNICEF is now working 

with the Faculty of Philosophy of the University of Belgrade and DRC on the preparation and piloting of Serbian as a foreign language 

module in schools. Assessments on the needs of school-aged refugee and migrant children have been conducted, and a number of 

education tools have been developed to help with the integration in the Serbian Education system. In the former Yugoslav Republic 

of Macedonia the focus is more on informal education in reception/transit centres and early childhood development (ECD), with the 

possible establishment of an ECD centre in Vaksince village.  

 Health and Nutrition 
UNICEF nutrition response, and particularly Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF), continues to be provided to refugees 

and migrants in Gevgelija and Tabanovce in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, as well as in Serbia in the 

centers in Presevo and at the border with Hungary. In June, 50 babies and infants accessed health and nutrition services, 

and 87 mothers benefitted from IYCF counselling, including breastfeeding and nutrition-related support in mother-and-

baby spaces in the above-mentioned locations. 

In Croatia UNICEF started with support to maternal health, parenting and breastfeeding in reception centres in Zagreb and Kutina. 

UNICEF is also developing partnerships for similar programme interventions within the Blue Dots in Greece. Due to increasing needs 

and concentration of families in Belgrade, Serbia, UNICEF is further assessing the possibility of providing support on IYCF to partners 

with established presence in the Belgrade parks.  In addition, UNICEF is advocating for the deployment of nurses at the northern 

brother of Serbia with Hungary to address current quality challenges and ensure the provision of the full IYCF package in line with 

international standards.   UNICEF in Greece delivered an introductory session on IYCF in emergencies and services provided in Mother-

and-Baby Corners to a local partner setting up a Blue Dot in Attiki (Victoria Square), and continues to identify breastfeeding and 

nutrition-related needs in the response. Within the national Health and Nutrition Working Group, UNICEF together with the Greek 

Ministry of Health, UNHCR and Save the Children, are leading efforts for the signature of a joint statement on IYCF in order to minimize 

the uncontrolled distribution of breastmilk substitutes. In addition, on request from the Food sector leads, UNICEF is providing 

technical assistance on the Food Assessment and will provide assistance in pilot testing the focus group discussion tool. UNICEF is also 

ready to support Greek Ministry of Health in the development of a 3W or 4W matrix for nutrition activities within the Health and 

Nutrition Working Group.  

  

UNICEF received official request from the Greek Ministry of Health to provide BCG, measles-mumps-rubella (MMR) and pneumococcal 

(PCV) vaccines to vaccinate all refugee and migrant children under 15 years of age, and UNICEF is organising the shipment of above 

mentioned vaccines. In addition, UNICEF coordinates with Council of Europe and US Centers for Disease Control the provision of 

remaining vaccines to complete the immunization schedule, as well as with WHO European Regional Office on the roll-out of 
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immunization campaign and early identification of a potential disease outbreak. A rapid assessment of mother and child health and 

immunization situation among refugees, as well as mapping of stakeholders on the ground are under way.  

Child Rights Monitoring 
UNICEF continues strengthening partnerships under its regional child rights monitoring framework to monitor child 

rights violations against refugee and migrant children in Europe. In Greece, UNICEF is currently finalizing a 

Memorandum of Understanding with the Ombudsman for Children on real-time child rights monitoring through a 

seconded staff member and in collaboration with a network of national NGOs.  

In Germany, UNICEF is developing a framework, including tools and indicators, to monitor the implementation of the minimum 

protection standards in the refugee centres. In addition, a platform is being set up to manage knowledge and share experience among 

site coordinators. Specific tools will help conduct community services mapping, developing a Child Rights Monitoring profile for sites, 

and ensure real-time monitoring of protection standards implementation.  

 

WASH and Basic Supplies
In June, UNICEF reached 35,444 children with WASH and basic supplies in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 

Serbia and Turkey. In addition, UNICEF in Greece conducted a rapid-assessment for WASH, which revealed significant 

gaps related to access to water and sanitation. To help respond to the needs, UNICEF has identified partners to upgrade 

and repair water and sanitation facilities in accommodation centres, camps and warehouses by connecting them to the municipal 

water supply or providing trucked-in water. Chemical toilets are planned to be provided where required and the existing temporarily 

toilets will be regularly cleaned and maintained to keep the required standards as well as connections made to sewerage systems 

once permanent sites identified. Distribution of hygiene kits and hygiene promotion are also being planned.  

 

 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS - as of 1 July 2016 

 
Note: For the period 1 January to 7 March prior to border closures, services were provided in several locations for children on the move. As a result 

a child may be reported as being reached in multiple locations along the way. Since 7 March and border closures, refugee and migrant women 

and children have been stranded across these different locations in south-eastern Europe. In March, UNICEF therefore reached children for the 

period they were on the move and then continued to provide services after border closures as women and children became stranded in the different 

locations on the route. For the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Serbia, Croatia and Slovenia, results reported here represent women and 

children reached while on the move prior to 7 March, and women and children who received continued/repeated services when remaining in 

transit/reception centres after 7 March. The numbers for May 2016 correspond to the number of children and women reached during this month, 

which may imply some double counting of stranded people, who received services during previous months.  

 

SUMMARY OF RESULTS  

UNICEF and Implementing Partners 
Response 

Targets 
2016 

Total Results  
Change 

since last 
report  

CHILD PROTECTION 

Number of children (boys and girls) received 
psychosocial support in family support hubs, 
child friendly spaces and mother-baby 
corners 

Croatia 18,100 17,358 40 

Greece 6,000 434 398 

Serbia 30,200 
26,482  

(incl. 124 CwD) 

714  
(incl. 124 

CwD) 

Slovenia 3,200 3,352 84 

The former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia 

33,000 31,911 91 

Number of frontline workers trained on child 
protection standards/child protection in 
emergencies 

Croatia 200 111 0 

Germany 2,000 0 0 

Greece 200 47 47 

Serbia 200 230 43 

Slovenia 500 69 69 

The former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia 

150 194 55 

Turkey 60 79 0 
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Number of children at-risk (including UASC) 
identified and referred to specialised 
care/services 

Greece 2000 TBD TBD 

Turkey 6000 5,980 1,270 

HEALTH AND NUTRITION 

Number of infants (under 2) accessed 
mother and baby care centre nutrition 
services 

Croatia 1,600 1,544 0 

Greece 600 TBD TBD 

Serbia 3,400 3,083 45 

The former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia 

1,580 1,569 5 

Number of women accessing infant and 
young child feeding counselling at family 
support hubs, child friendly spaces and 
mother-baby corners 

Croatia 1,900 1,637 0 

Greece 1,200 TBD TBD 

Serbia 3,500 3,225 84 

Slovenia 150 0 0 

The former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia 

110 108 3 

Number of children vaccinated against 
vaccine preventable diseases (i.e., measles, 
diphtheria, and polio) 

Greece 25,000 0 0 

WASH and BASIC SUPPLIES 

Number of children received basic supplies 
(including clothing and baby hygiene items) 
to protect them from weather conditions and 
keep good personal hygiene 

Croatia 17,600 16,574 0 

Serbia 21,200 20,125 2,680 

Slovenia 400 83 0 

The former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia 

20,960 20,999 59 

Turkey 30,000 52,481 32,705 

 

Communications and Advocacy
After the successful launch of the Child Alert on the 

Mediterranean in the run-up to World Refugee Day, UNICEF 

continued to be the leading voice for refugee and migrant 

children in Europe. A major report on the dire conditions 

facing children in sites in northern France, “Neither Safe, Nor Sound”, 

a collaborative effort lead by UNICEF and the French and UK NatComs 

- generated significant global media coverage. In the report, which 

featured the voices and stories of children stuck for many months in 

appalling makeshift camps, UNICEF called for children with family ties 

in the UK to be rapidly reunited (within a 90-day period) with relatives 

in their best interests. This is in line with UK Government’s 

commitment to invest more in the timely reunification of UASC with 

family members in UK. In public messaging and interviews on the 

report UNICEF spoke out for children to access services, including 

education, effective asylum procedures for children, and alternatives 

to detention to be sought.  

  

Following legislative changes in Hungary in early July, UNICEF contributed to a joint statement from UN Agencies in Serbia alerting to a 

further deterioration of the situation facing 1,300 refugees and migrants – the majority of whom were women and children - on the 

Serbian / Hungary border. (http://reliefweb.int/report/serbia/un-serbia-warns-further-deterioration-situation-facing-refugees-and-

migrants-serbia). More than a hundred asylum-seekers had reported they were denied access to asylum procedures in Hungary and 

were instead pushed-back into Serbia. UNICEF warned that unaccompanied children were at particular risk. 

 

 

Afghans represent the largest group of unaccompanied minors 

on the French littoral. An estimated 100 to 200 unaccompanied 

Afghan children were present in this area in March 2016.  

© UNICEF/UN021526/Geai 
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The visit to Italy of UNICEF Deputy Executive Director Justin Forsyth and the Special Coordinator Marie Pierre Poirier, generated good 

media coverage about the increasing number of unaccompanied and separated children arriving primarily from African countries 
(http://www.irinnews.org/news/2016/07/06/what-happens-teenage-migrants-sicily?utm_source=IRIN+-

+the+inside+story+on+emergencies&utm_campaign=e96f31792c-RSS_EMAIL_ENGLISH_ALL&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d842d98289-e96f31792c-

15761137 ). 

  

Funding Update 
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Country 

2016 

requirements 

(US$) 

Revised 2016 

requirements 

(US$) 

Funds 

available* 

(US$) 

Funding gap 

$  % 

Countries with on the move and stranded children       

West Balkan Countries** 15,972,000 6,757,957 6,428,078 329,879 5% 

Greece 5,462,000 10,000,000 5,966,252 4,033,748 40% 

Turkey 2,500,000 7,020,000 1,498,485 5,521,515 79% 

Countries of destination and additional countries       

Countries of destination and 

planned additional 

countries*** 

3,400,000 3,403,996 2,591,416 812,580 24% 

Regional and global       

Advocacy, communications, 

technical support and 

preparedness 

3,488,000 4,193,275 3,520,160 673,115 16% 

Total  $30,822,000 $31,375,228 $20,004,391 $11,370,837 36% 

  * Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward of $11,130,914 

from 2015. 

** Croatia, Serbia, Slovenia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 

*** Planned additional countries so far includes Germany, Italy and Austria. Other countries may be added.  

 

Tsvetomira Bidart 

Information Management and 

Reporting Specialist 

UNICEF Regional Office for CEE/CIS 

Switzerland 

Tel: +41 22 90 95 536 

Email: tbidart@unicef.org 

 

Lucio Melandri 

Manager, Geneva Crisis Coordination 

Cell  

UNICEF Regional Office for CEE/CIS 

Switzerland 

Tel: +41 79 332 5174 

Email:lmelandri@unicef.org 

 

Marie-Pierre Poirier 

Special Coordinator 

Regional Director 

UNICEF Regional Office for CEE/CIS 

Switzerland 

Tel: +41 22 90 95 502 

Email: mppoirier@unicef.org 

Who to 

contact for 

further 

information: 
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