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Objective and Scope of the Pilot Project
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Three target groups
• Children with disabilities

• Children in precarious family situations

• Children with a minority racial or ethnic background 
(part. Roma)

Four interventions



Results: 

• Strengthened capacity of kindergartens to identify, assess and support 
children with disabilities and special needs by hiring additional support 
staff  

• Improved screening for risks of developmental difficulties at age of 3
• Improved needs assessment and education support planning
• Improved transition “family – kindergarten – school”
• More effective engagement of parents
• Improved skills of professionals from kindergartens and Regional centers 

for supporting the process of inclusive education /RCSPIE/ on application of 
screening tools and on assistive technologies for alternative and 
augmentative communication

• Strengthened methodological role of RCSPIE
• Documented promising inclusive practices and inclusive approaches to be 

mainstreamed at regional and national level 
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30 kindergartens (KG) in 10 municipalities

Achievements:

• Multi-modular training program on inclusive 
education developed

• 426 pedagogical and non-pedagogical staff trained
• 44 additional specialists (speech therapists, 

psychologists, resource teachers) hired
• 6,152 children receiving inclusive pre-school 

education
• 13 KG developed projects for improving the inclusive 

environment
• 65 staff from 3 RCSPIEs trained
• 3 RCSPIEs conducted 30 methodological session with 

pedagogical staff from pilot KG
Ø 2022: pilot testing of Quality ECEC framework, 

developed by MES

Inclusive pre-school education 



Setting up a national quality framework on early 
childhood education and care (REFORM/SC2020/059)

Funded by the European Union 
via the Structural Reform 
Support Programme and 
implemented in cooperation with 
the European Commission



Aims and outcomes of the project 
Aim: to support the Bulgarian authorities in setting up a national quality framework for early childhood 
education and care. 

• Outcome 1: The Bulgarian authorities have gained a better understanding of how they can improve quality 
in early childhood education and care by reviewing modes of governance and provision, developing 
effective tools and aligning relevant policies.

• Outcome 2: A National Quality Framework for early childhood education and care has been created, 
together with a set of related indicators and benchmarks. These tools are based on the European Quality 
Framework and have been tailored to the Bulgarian context through a broad consultative process.

• Outcome 3: The quality framework, indicators and benchmarks have been piloted in selected settings and 
promoted to a broad stakeholder audience. An Action plan for the implementation of the tools has been 
developed, including recommendations for a system of evaluation and monitoring of quality, as well as its 
alignment with reforms in related policy areas.
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• discussions in five meetings of the working group
• agreement to cover the five dimensions in the European Quality Framework (EQF)
• advice from the Steering Committee
• two reports on ECEC - based on Bulgaria and other European countries
• the 2019 Council Recommendation on high quality ECEC
• the proposed indicators from the European group of ECEC experts in 2018

The basis for the proposed national quality framework (NQF)



A proposed vision for ECEC

high quality early childhood education and care in Bulgaria supports all 
children’s well-being and their social, emotional, cognitive and physical 
development. It is equally available and accessible to all children from birth to 
the age at which they start primary school. Every child in Bulgaria has the 
right to a high quality ECEC service which includes preparation for 
transition to a primary school. The national quality framework for ECEC 
builds on, and broadens the cooperation, experiences and achievements of 
nurseries, kindergartens and other ECEC settings including the support 
provided by the social service system. 



The proposed scope of the NQF

any regulated arrangement which provides education and 
care for children from birth to the compulsory primary school 
age - regardless of the setting, funding, opening hours or 
programme content. This includes privately and publicly funded 
provision; pre-school and pre-primary provision.



Implementation

The national quality framework would replace the existing arrangements for 
measuring the quality of ECEC provision. 

The national quality framework would simplify the existing system and clarify 
the responsibilities and roles of each organisation involved in the ECEC 
sector. 

It requires individual ECEC providers, and local and national organisations to 
collaborate and coordinate their measurement of the quality of ECEC 
provision.


