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Europe and Central Asia refers to UNICEF country coverage which includes 22 countries: Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Georgia, Greece, Kazakhstan, Kosovo (UN SC resolution 1244), Kyrgyzstan, 

Montenegro, North Macedonia, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Serbia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Turkey, Ukraine and Uzbekistan. 
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▍ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 
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Introduction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Address prevailing gender inequalities in ECA countries and strengthen integration of gender 

perspectives across UNICEF’s programming areas (including in humanitarian contexts). 

 
Guide all staff and implementing partners to address and mainstream gender inequality 

concerns in their work. 

 
Create an enabling environment for promoting gender equality at all levels. 

https://www.unicef.org/executiveboard/media/1581/file/2017-17-Rev1-Strategic_Plan_2018%E2%80%932021-EN-ODS.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/gender/files/2018-2021-Gender_Action_Plan-Rev.1.pdf
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I. Regional Context: Gender Issues in Europe and Central Asia 
 

◼ Politics and economy 

 

◼ Care and domestic work 

 

◼ Health 

 

◼ Education 
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◼ Harmful practices and gender-based violence 

 

◼ Digital skills 

◼ Impact of emergencies 
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II. UNICEF’s Approach to Gender Equality 
 

i. 

ii. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

at-scale innovative 
evidence-based/ 

data generating 
expert-led well-resourced 
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III. Guiding Principles of the ECA Regional Gender Strategy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POLICIES/LEGISLATIVE 

SYSTEMS/INSTITUTION

COMMUNITY 

INTERPERSONAL 

INDIVIDUAL 

(girls, women) 

Girls’ and women’s skills strengthening that 
leads to agency and empowerment 

Behaviour and social change communication 
that influences shifts in gender norms 

Communities, systems and social networks that 
are aware and demonstrate investments in girls 
and positive gender norms 

Gender responsive systems that are institutionalized 
in education, health, social welfare sectors, etc. 

Gender-responsive budgeting, social protection 
policies, labour policies, workplace gender equity 

Engaging men 
and boys 

(families, friends, social networks) 

(women/girls’ groups, youth groups) 

(service systems, social institutions) 

(national, sub-national, local) 
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1 
Addressing root causes 

of gender inequality 

2 
Empowering and 

investing in girls and 

women 

3 
Engaging boys and 

men 

4  
Mobilizing 

communities for 

change 

5 
Addressing gender 

issues at system, legal 

and policy level 

6 
Building partnerships 

for collaboration and 

learning 
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IV. Gender Integration into Programmes and Institutions 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning 

Inclusive quality 

education and 

early learning 

Thriving 

Affordable health 

care and young 

child well-being 

Protection 

Supportive and 

caring 

environment 

Participation 

Development   

and participation 

of adolescents  

Integrate gender equality 

perspectives 

https://unicef.sharepoint.com/sites/ECAR/SitePages/RFR.aspx
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1) Programmatic strategy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SDG Target 

UNICEF ECAR Target 

GAP 2018-2021 Target 

 

█ What are the Gender issues? 

 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

Priority Area 1:  

Inclusive Quality Education and Early Learning  
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8. 

9. 

10. 

█ To address these gender-related issues, UNICEF in ECA region will: 

 

 

 

 

 

█ UNICEF support could include: 

1. Policies and Legislative 2. Systems and Institutions 3. Individuals and Communities 
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SDG Target 

UNICEF ECAR Target 

GAP 2018-2021 Target 

 

█ What are the Gender issues? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Priority Area 2:  

Affordable Health Care and Young Child Well-Being 
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█ To address these gender-related issues, UNICEF in ECA region will: 
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█ UNICEF support could include: 

 

1. Policies and Legislative 2. Systems and Institutions 3. Individuals and Communities 
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SDG Target 

UNICEF ECAR Target 

GAP 2018-2021 Target 

 

█ What are the Gender issues? 

 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

Priority Area 3:  

Supporting and Caring Environment 
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11. 

12. 

█ To address these gender-related issues, UNICEF in ECA region will: 

 

 

 

 

 

█ UNICEF support could include: 

 

1. Policies and Legislative 2. Systems and Institutions 3. Individuals and Communities 
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SDG Target 

UNICEF ECAR Target 

GAP 2018-2021 Target 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Priority Area 4:  

Development and Participation of Adolescents 
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█ What are the Gender issues? 
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█ To address these gender-related issues, UNICEF in ECA region will: 

 

 

 

 

 

█ UNICEF support could include: 

 

1. Policies and Legislative 2. Systems and Institutions 3. Individuals and Communities 
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Gender in humanitarian crises 
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 

© UNICEF/UNI319135/Romenzi 
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2) Institutional strategy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

█ Output 1. Aim for gender transformative programming, budgeting and implementation 

 

█ Output 2. Strengthen technical knowledge and capacity on gender among staff and partners 

 

 Gender  

Equitable 

Institution 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Conduct a GPR in the current 

programme cycle 

Gender integration into 

programme documents 

At least one gender results: 

Integrated & Adolescent girls 

Include gender-tagged 

indicators from the RAM 

Accountability structure to 

implement gender priorities 

Definition of responsibility for 

gender results in CPMP/AMP 

Gender expenditure (15% of 

its resource) 

Meet the requirements for 

gender expertise and parity 

https://unicef.sharepoint.com/teams/CEECIS/Gender/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fteams%2FCEECIS%2FGender%2FGender%20Annual%20Results%20Report%2FUNICEF%20ECARO%20GENDER%20EQUALITY%20RESULTS%20ANNUAL%20REPORT%202019%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FCEECIS%2FGender%2FGender%20Annual%20Results%20Report
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/sites/ECAR/SitePages/Gender-Tolkit.aspx
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/teams/PD-Gender-Hub3Int/DL1/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fteams%2FPD%2DGender%2DHub3Int%2FDL1%2F2018%2D04%2D16%2DGender%20Programmatic%20Review%20Toolkit%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FPD%2DGender%2DHub3Int%2FDL1&p=true&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly91bmljZWYuc2hhcmVwb2ludC5jb20vOmI6L3QvUEQtR2VuZGVyLUh1YjNJbnQvRVhma05CNkRvSUpEcEJ4czlMLUlPc3NCV05rWkx3RzFRanlTN3VhaGh2VlhjQT9ydGltZT1BYnJzQXhleDJFZw
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█ Output 3. Strengthen knowledge base on gender (and its intersections)  

 

 

█ Output 4. Ensure financial resources for programmatic and institutional gender mainstreaming 
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█ Output 5. Strengthen communication, advocacy and innovation  
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█ Output 6. Ensure organizational accountability and leadership  

 

█ Output 7. Strengthen monitoring and evaluation systems for gender equitable results  
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█ Output 8. Foster inclusive, diverse and safe working environment for all 

 

3) Partnerships for gender equality 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Partnerships for gender equality 

Programmatic 

partnerships 

Research, data, 

evaluation and 

evidence 

generation 

Resource 

mobilization 
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1) Programmatic partnerships 

2) Research, data, evaluation and evidence generation 

3) Resource mobilization 
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Annex 1: UNICEF ECARO Gender Action Plan 

 
Outputs Indicators Sub-Indicators Time Frame Responsibility 

1. Gender transformative 

programmes in line 

with GAP and ROMP 

are designed and 

implemented 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Gender capacities of 

UNICEF staff and 

implementing partners 

are strengthened 
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Outputs Indicators Sub-Indicators Time Frame Responsibility 

  

 

3. Knowledge base on 

gender (and its 

intersections) is 

strengthened 

 

 

 

4. Adequate financial 

resources for 

programmatic and 

institutional gender 

mainstreaming 

 

 

5. Communication, 

advocacy and 

innovation to 

transform gender 

inequality 

strengthened 
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Outputs Indicators Sub-Indicators Time Frame Responsibility 

  

 

6. Organizational 

accountability and 

leadership to 

implement the GAP  

 

 

 

 

7. Monitoring and 

evaluation systems for 

gender equitable 

results are 

strengthened 
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Outputs Indicators Sub-Indicators Time Frame Responsibility 

  

 

8. Inclusive, diverse and 

safe working 

environment for all 

 

 

 

9. Partnerships and joint 

programming to 

promote gender 

equality in ECA region 
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Annex 2: Key Tools and Resources 
 

▍UNICEF Core Documents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

▍Gender Toolkit 

 

 

 

▍Gender Programmatic Review 

 

 

 

 

▍Gender Integration into Country Programming 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

▍Gender Results Reporting 

 

 

 

 

▍Gender Budgeting 

 

 

 

 

 

▍Gender and Humanitarian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.unicef.org/about/execboard/files/2017-17-Rev1-Strategic_Plan_2018-2021-ODS-EN.pdf
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/:b:/t/ECAR-Gender/ETFF1iJR70dDvBpG0kw95NsBmFifDUw0AdpvarniFH5h7Q?e=PnaGBC
https://www.unicef.org/gender/files/2018-2021-Gender_Action_Plan-Rev.1.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/gender/files/UNICEF_Gender_Policy_2010.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/gender/files/UNICEF_Gender_Policy_2010.pdf
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/sites/PD-Gender/SitePages/Gender-Staffing-Guidance.aspx
https://www.unicef.org/eap/media/5901/file/Family-Friendly%20Policies:%20Handbook%20for%20Business.pdf
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/sites/EO/DL1/UNICEF%20Gender%20Integration%20Evaluation%20Full%20version.pdf?csf=1&e=acTsDN&cid=66637089-2c1c-4c68-838d-65159e0e0c24
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/teams/ECAR-Gender
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/teams/ECAR-Gender/SitePages/Gender-Toolk%C4%B1t.aspx
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/teams/PD-Gender-Hub3Int/DL1/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fteams%2FPD%2DGender%2DHub3Int%2FDL1%2F2018%2D04%2D16%2DGender%20Programmatic%20Review%20Toolkit%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FPD%2DGender%2DHub3Int%2FDL1&p=true&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly91bmljZWYuc2hhcmVwb2ludC5jb20vOmI6L3QvUEQtR2VuZGVyLUh1YjNJbnQvRVhma05CNkRvSUpEcEJ4czlMLUlPc3NCV05rWkx3RzFRanlTN3VhaGh2VlhjQT9ydGltZT1IS2I1QjlSbDJFZw
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/teams/PD-Gender-Hub3Int/DL1/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fteams%2FPD%2DGender%2DHub3Int%2FDL1%2F2018%2D08%2D27%2DGPR%20Management%20Guide%2DFinal%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FPD%2DGender%2DHub3Int%2FDL1&p=true&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly91bmljZWYuc2hhcmVwb2ludC5jb20vOmI6L3QvUEQtR2VuZGVyLUh1YjNJbnQvRWVieVZQYk5oaEJKdm1tcVk5cjkzczBCMG9ZeEl0cHFJWnRTaU5wQmI2TFZydz9ydGltZT1YRFdyYmRSbDJFZw
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/sites/PD-Gender/DL1/SitAn%20Toolkit_Thematic%20Piece_Gender_2019.pdf?csf=1&e=T2Jv6f&cid=42061a17-02b4-494b-b5ad-70464aa47284
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/teams/PD-Gender-Hub3Int/DL1/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fteams%2FPD%2DGender%2DHub3Int%2FDL1%2F2018%2D09%2D16%2DGender%20in%20CPD%2DFinal%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FPD%2DGender%2DHub3Int%2FDL1&p=true&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly91bmljZWYuc2hhcmVwb2ludC5jb20vOmI6L3QvUEQtR2VuZGVyLUh1YjNJbnQvRVdkYzd1MUpOSWxBdEIxSXRWcjBMLU1CMHdDcVloUDlVX1pZV2p6OFBtWEZodz9ydGltZT1lcVMzNDlWbDJFZw
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/teams/PD-Gender-Hub3Int/DL1/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fteams%2FPD%2DGender%2DHub3Int%2FDL1%2FGender%20integration%20in%20strategy%20notes%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FPD%2DGender%2DHub3Int%2FDL1&p=true&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly91bmljZWYuc2hhcmVwb2ludC5jb20vOmI6L3QvUEQtR2VuZGVyLUh1YjNJbnQvRVkwTTZraGtvYk5QbGhOeGFLTTZaVllCMnliZU1GamdMR3lvZnhPS1lmcUlkUT9ydGltZT1IaXphQnRabDJFZw
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/sites/PD-Gender/SitePages/Quality-Assurance-Checklists.aspx
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/sites/PD-Gender/DL1/UNICEF%20Guidance%20on%20Gender%20Integration%20in%20Evaluation%20-%20Final%20Short%20Version.pdf?csf=1&e=9LHAtD&cid=bc6f60f5-9dcf-4fd7-adb2-e60062a8b6cd
http://www.lacult.unesco.org/docc/gendermainstreaming-issuesbrief-en.pdf
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/sites/PD-Gender/SiteAssets/Site%20Documents/GAP%20Key%20Documents/Guidance%20on%20Reporting%202018%20Gender%20Results.pdf?csf=1&e=gc6Qri&cid=5aa54f7b-a152-4487-9701-6b6668cf5f53
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/PD-Gender/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BB5442850-E0E3-4766-BAE4-6B3A16DF176E%7D&file=2019-07-17-%20GEM-Gender-tag-Gender%20expenditure%20calculation.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true&cid=d953b175-4cce-493b-a505-1159c93941b9
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/teams/PD-Gender-Hub3Int/DL1/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fteams%2FPD%2DGender%2DHub3Int%2FDL1%2FGuidance%20Note%20%2D%20Gender%20Tag%20for%20RAM%20indicators%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FPD%2DGender%2DHub3Int%2FDL1&p=true&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly91bmljZWYuc2hhcmVwb2ludC5jb20vOmI6L3QvUEQtR2VuZGVyLUh1YjNJbnQvRWJNUXI5dXd4dmREb1NNbHlJZGtpVmNCRnlyOTRUVGJNb3U1eTJQVlRtXzk1dz9ydGltZT1zOFQ3NHRobDJFZw
https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2010/grb-in-practice-training-manual-en.pdf?la=en&vs=1027
https://www2.unwomen.org/-/media/field%20office%20eca/attachments/publications/country/ukraine/en%20manual%20grb%20analysisprint-100.pdf?la=en&vs=228
https://eige.europa.eu/publications/gender-mainstreaming-gender-budgeting
https://eige.europa.eu/gender-mainstreaming/toolkits/gender-budgeting
https://www.unicef.org/media/87611/file/Core%20Commitments%20for%20Children%20(English).pdf
https://aa9276f9-f487-45a2-a3e7-8f4a61a0745d.usrfiles.com/ugd/aa9276_b45dd9d06de04c9da5049c0cb691c25e.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/Five-Actions-for-Gender-Equality-in-the-COVID-19-Response-Technical-Note-2020.pdf
https://www.gihahandbook.org/
https://www2.unwomen.org/-/media/field%20office%20eca/attachments/publications/2018/gender%20and%20disaster%20risk%20reduction%20in%20europe%20and%20central%20asia%20%20workshop%20guide%20english.pdf?la=en&vs=2805
https://www2.unwomen.org/-/media/field%20office%20eca/attachments/publications/2018/gender%20and%20disaster%20risk%20reduction%20in%20europe%20and%20central%20asia%20%20workshop%20guide%20english.pdf?la=en&vs=2805
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