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In 2024, UNICEF's Office for the Eastern Caribbean Area (ECA) commissioned Caribbean Development Research Services Inc
(CADRES) to complete a study comparing findings on violence against children and sexual abuse with similar studies conducted in
2014 and 2019.

The scope was broadened to include newer threats to children, such as grooming, stalking and cyberbullying. Perceptions of the
public on children in conflict with the law were also explored for the first time.

Barbados was one of eight countries surveyed, and 800 respondents were interviewed between October and November 2024.
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https://www.unicef.org/easterncaribbean/reports/views-corporal-punishment-sexual-abuse-and-juvenile-offending

Attitudes towards corporal punishment in the home and at school (2024)
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Social, cultural, religious norms and corporal punishment
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RECOMMENDATIONS

At home: At school:

+ Promote positive parenting without ® Promote training in positive behaviour
appearing to challenge parent/caregiver management for all education stakeholders
authority over children

# Show that it works and is not simply a time-

# Target parents in the 18-30 age group consuming and less effective option than

(especially women) hitting children

® Also target grandparents, partners ® Promote best practices/success stories of

and spouses, alongside faith-based schools/systems that have moved away
organizations and other CSOs from corporal punishment

CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE

Understanding child sexual abuse
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RECOMMENDATIONS ¢ Raise awareness of the range of based organizations, to create an
actions which constitute child sexual environment where the issue can
abuse and that private parts can be discussed more openly.
extend beyond the penis and vagina

o Although respondents were largely
# ¢ Engage public with suitable positive in their recommendations
and accessible education to treat children in conflict with the

’ W) law with dignity and respect, there

‘.‘ ..  Explore grooming, stalking and should be sensitization that such
) " cyberbullying with the public children have the right to privacy,
in accordance with national laws

. . and international conventions.
® \Work with partners, such as faith-

CHILDREN IN CONFLICT WITH THE LAW
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RECOMMENDATIONS ¢ Increase support to parenting programmes and peer support programmes

+ Continue to advocate diversion programmes, specialized court systems and attempting to
deal with situations in schools before they escalate to conflict with the law

responsible

+ There should be sensitization that such children have the right to privacy, in accordance
with national laws and international conventions.




