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East Asia and the Pacific
CHILDREN AND WOMEN IN CRISIS
Multiple natural hazards – earthquakes, monsoons and cyclones – affect countries in the East Asia 
and Pacific region each year, their impact heightened by the extreme poverty and weakened infra-
structure that characterize the region. Eight countries in the region are among the top 20 high-risk 
countries for natural hazards, according to the 2011 World Risk Report.1 In 2011, heavy flooding 
caused by typhoons and heavy seasonal rains affected more than 9.5 million people across South-
east Asia, including Cambodia, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, the Philippines, Thailand and 
Viet Nam. The number of casualties in the region surpassed 800, with several thousand injured.2 By 
mid-October, 1.2 million people were affected in Cambodia, 430,000 in the Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic, 4 million in the Philippines, 2.4 million in Thailand and 3.3 million in Viet Nam.3 On average, 
half of those affected were children. Although varying from one country to another, the humanitarian 
impact of these floods was vast and multifaceted, with temporary displacement of populations and 
destruction of schools and health centres essential to the well-being of children.  

MEETING URGENT NEEDS IN 2012 
UNICEF’s East Asia and Pacific Regional Office will continue to work to strengthen its coordination of 
swift and effective aid in the face of the many natural disasters across the region, with an emphasis 
on preparedness and risk mitigation, including:

The regional team will strengthen disaster risk reduction and emergency preparedness capacity of 
UNICEF country offices and partners in the East Asia and Pacific region. 

Strengthened regional support will be provided to UNICEF country offices in UNICEF-led cluster 
areas, including WASH, nutrition, education and child protection.4 Strengthened regional support 
will also be provided to UNICEF country offices in emergency response and cluster areas through 
a cluster support platform serving two regions, thereby creating economies of scale.

Enhanced regional support will be provided in terms of knowledge management and partnership 
in humanitarian action.

Regional support will cover all 14 countries in the East Asia and Pacific region. The UNICEF regional 
office will also channel specific emergency preparedness and response contributions received 
to countries that do not have a stand-alone appeal in this document. In the case of a small- to 
medium-scale emergency in such countries, national authorities might not prioritize inter-agency 
appeals as key fundraising tools, yet they would welcome international support in certain spe-
cific sectors. This component of the Humanitarian Action for Children will provide such a vehicle 
for funding and technical assistance. Potential beneficiary countries include Fiji, the Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Mongolia, Thailand and Timor-Leste.

1.  United Nations University Institute for Environment and Human Security, ‘World Risk Report 2011’, Alliance Development Works, 
Berlin, 2011. The eight countries include: Cambodia (9), Fiji (19), Papua New Guinea (12), Philippines (3), Solomon Islands (4), 
Timor-Leste (7), Tonga (2) and Vanuatu (1).

2.  Yale/Tulane ESF-8 Planning and Response Program Special Report: Threat of flooding – Bangkok’, 30 October 2011, p.2. 

3.  Food and Agriculture Organization, ‘Southeast Asia Flood Update’, FAO GIEWS, Rome, 21 October 2011,  p. 3–4.

4.  For cost-saving reasons, this technical cluster support capacity will be based in the UNICEF East Asia and Pacific Regional Office 
in Bangkok, but will be covering South Asian countries as well.
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EAST ASIA AND THE PACIFIC HUMANITARIAN  
FUNDING AT WORK: 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2011
In 2011, the UNICEF Regional 
Emergency Team provided 
support to 9 of the 14 countries 
in the region for emergency-
preparedness capacity building, 
including inter-agency missions 
to the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea, Fiji and  
Thailand. Cluster coordination 
support was also provided 
through WASH, education and 
nutrition cluster trainings for 
UNICEF and partners. Support 
was further provided to main-
stream disaster risk reduction 
in UNICEF country programmes 
in the Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic, Myanmar and the 
Philippines. 

The regional team undertook 
a total of 31 separate support 
missions totaling 256 persons/
days. UNICEF also launched an 
Integrated Capacity Develop-
ment Approach in Education 
in Emergencies, including a 
road map in Timor-Leste. The 
UNICEF Regional Emergency 
Team also ensured quality 
control of humanitarian plans 
and appeals from emergency-
affected countries. 
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FUNDING REQUIREMENTS FOR 2012 
In order to carry out its 2012 planned regional emergency support actions, the UNICEF East Asia 
and Pacific Regional Office is requesting US$4,700,000. This includes US$3,308,000 for preparedness 
activities in emergency-prone countries in the region not included in a separate chapter.    

This funding is critical in order to continue to strengthen emergency preparedness and disaster risk 
reduction and provide support for the UNICEF-led WASH, nutrition, education and child protection 
clusters. Fulfilled funding needs will enable the regional office to deliver on its full range of regional 
accountabilities under UNICEF’s Core Commitments for Children in Humanitarian Action.

More information on humanitarian action planned for 2012 can be found at www.
unicef.org/hac2012 and the regional office website at www.unicef.org/eapro.

UNICEF HUMANITARIAN NEEDS FOR 2012 (in US dollars) 

 505,000 Regional office technical capacity
 65,000 Regional office emergency support activities 
 822,000 Regional office cluster coordination support
 3,308,000 Emergency preparedness and response in 
  emergency-prone countries in the region 

 $4,700,000 TOTAL



UNICEF HUMANITARIAN NEEDS FOR 2012 (in US dollars) 

 9,288,000 Nutrition
 5,618,000 Health
 6,420,000 Water, sanitation and hygiene
 1,070,000 Education 
 32,000 Cluster coordination

 $22,428,000 TOTAL
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HUMANITARIAN  
FUNDING AT WORK:  
HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2011
UNICEF had received 
US$5,096,810 as of end Octo-
ber 2011 towards the requested 
US$20,435,477 to prevent a 
full-scale nutrition crisis, particu-
larly among children. With only 
one fourth of the funding needs 
received, UNICEF gave priority to 
the following key interventions for 
highest impact: providing multiple 
micronutrient interventions to all 
children 6–24 months old in 14 
baby homes, as well as 182,000 
pregnant women and 42,000 
breastfeeding women nationwide; 
extending community manage-
ment of acute malnutrition from 
4 to 29 emergency counties, with 
some 3,000 children with severe 
acute malnutrition to be under 
treatment by end 2011; provid-
ing routine vaccines to more 
than 335,000 infants and 339,400 
pregnant women; distributing 
an estimated 8,500 essential 
medicine kits, benefiting 695,000 
children under 5 in four provinces; 
reaching more than 1 million 
children 24–59 months old with 
deworming tablets, and 3.4 mil-
lion school-age children and 1.5 
million children 6–59 months old 
with vitamin A supplemen tation 
during biannual Child Health Days; 
providing access to safe water 
through gravity-fed water supply 
systems to nearly 82,000 people, 
including some 25,000 children 
under 18, in 6 rural communities; 
reaching at least 75,000 families 
with hygiene education material; 
improving water connections to 
1 county hospital, 3 RI clinics, 
12 child-care institutions and 6 
schools, benefiting some 3,000 
children; and providing approxi-
mately 14,000 children in 74 other 
institutions with emergency water 
and hygiene kits, more than 1,000 
flood-affected families in North 
and South Hwanghae with emer-
gency water kits and more than 
3,000 children in 16 institutions 
with early child development kits.

CHILDREN AND WOMEN IN CRISIS
Undernutrition defines the reality for many children and women in the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea. A failing economy and recurrent natural hazards have added new dimensions to a land-
scape marked by food insecurity. In 2010, the infant mortality rate increased to 26 per 1,000 live 
births, compared with the 1990 level of 23 per 1,000 live births.1 Pneumonia and diarrhoea, stemming 
from a lack of access to safe water and sanitation facilities, particularly in rural areas, account for the 
deaths of 28 per cent of children under 5.2 Additionally, a shortage of education resources has dete-
riorated school infrastructure and quality of education. 

Although UNICEF continues to implement the Expanded Programme on Immunization and micronu-
trient supplementation, access to people in need remains challenging. UNICEF and other UN agen-
cies follow the principle of ‘no access, no support’ and continue to advocate for transparency of 
information and population access.

MEETING URGENT NEEDS IN 2012 
UNICEF, together with the Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, NGOs and 
other international agencies, will focus on assisting the most vulnerable and hard-to-reach people in 
rural areas. As lead of the WASH, education and nutrition clusters, UNICEF expects to reach approxi-
mately 10.6 million people, including 5.9 million women of childbearing age and more than 855,000 
girls and 892,000 boys under 5. 

In 2012, an integrated package of nutrition, WASH and health interventions will address severe 
acute malnutrition for at least 13,300 children 0–59 months old in four provinces (Kangwon, North 
Hamgyong, Ryanggang and South Hamgyong) and in 14 orphanages. In addition to biannual 
Child Health Days, interventions will address chronic malnutrition in the first 1,000 days of life via  
preventive actions such as infant and young child feeding interventions and micronutrient sup-
plementation. These interventions will target more than 1.6 million children 6–59 months old and 
more than 6 million  pregnant or breastfeeding women. 

Some 350,000 infants and 356,000 pregnant women will be vaccinated, with the goal of reaching 
and sustaining 95 per cent of total vaccine demand. UNICEF will provide 10,500 essential medicine 
kits in hospitals and health facilities and 300 kits for newborn care, midwifery and emergency 
obstetrics.

More than 209,000 people in underserved towns and RIs and more than 39,000 children in child-
care, education and health institutions will benefit from access to safe water from gravity-fed water 
supply systems and repaired water and sanitation facilities, as well as hygiene education. 

UNICEF will support government rehabilitation of school infrastructure for the benefit of more than 
7,000 children and will strengthen early learning for some 14,000 preschool children by providing 
new early child development kits and training caregivers in their efficient use. To cover the needs 
for nutrition, health, water and sanitation and education interventions, UNICEF will pre-position 
supplies for 100,000 people in affected populations.

FUNDING REQUIREMENTS FOR 2012 
UNICEF is requesting US$22,428,000 for its humanitarian work, an increase reflecting the expanded 
geographical reach of its programme, which now covers more people and children affected by under-
nutrition in four of the most vulnerable provinces. Without funding for key activities, the adverse 
effects of undernutrition; lack of vaccines for tuberculosis, polio and tetanus; lack of essential medi-
cines; and unhealthy water and sanitation will continue to threaten the lives and well-being of the 
country’s children and women.

More information on humanitarian action planned for 2012 can be found at www.
unicef.org/hac2012 and the country office website at www.unicef.org/dprk.

1.  United Nations Children’s Fund and World Health Organization, Levels & Trends in Child Mortality: Report 2011 – Estimates devel-
oped by the UN inter-agency group for child mortality estimation, UNICEF, New York, 2011, p. 13.

2.  World Health Organization and United Nations Children’s Fund, ‘Countdown to 2015 Decade Report (2000–2010): Taking stock of 
maternal, newborn and child survival’, WHO and UNICEF, Geneva and New York, 2010, p. 70.

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea



UNICEF HUMANITARIAN NEEDS FOR 2012 (in US dollars) 

 1,473,000 Nutrition
 2,100,000 Health
 5,788,000 Water, sanitation and hygiene
 3,500,000 Child protection 
 5,882,000 Education 
 49,000 HIV and AIDS
 564,000 Cluster coordination

 $19,356,000 TOTAL
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HUMANITARIAN  
FUNDING AT WORK:  
HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2011
UNICEF requested US$15,107,400 
to fund its work in the Philippines 
in 2011. As of end October 2011, 
US$2,767,790 (18 per cent) had 
been received. Complemented by 
carry-over emergency contri-
butions, UNICEF was able to 
mobilize early recovery efforts for 
rebuilding basic social services in 
the conflict-affected communities 
in Central Mindanao and swift 
emergency response in the flood-
affected regions. At least 54,000 
families – more than the 14,000 
planned for the year – were 
provided with WASH services, 
including access to safe water 
and sanitary facilities, hygiene 
promotion and distribution of kits. 
Some 64,000 children under 5 – 
more than the programmatic goal 
of 37,500 – from more than 20 tar-
get municipalities employing the 
community-based management 
of acute malnutrition programme 
were screened and provided with 
micronutrient supplementation. 
Of those screened, more than 600 
children suffering from severe 
acute malnutrition were treated 
and nearly 80 per cent cured. 
More than 360,000 children (out 
of a programmatic goal of 136,000 
children) and 14,000 families 
affected by armed conflict and 
flooding participated in psycho-
social services. More than 22,000 
children were provided access to 
quality early and basic education.   

CHILDREN AND WOMEN IN CRISIS
The Philippines is a country affected by natural hazards and armed conflict. In 2011, erratic weather 
and tropical cyclones caused heavy floods in nearly every region of the country, including Eastern 
Visayas, Central Mindanao and Central Luzon. Millions of women and children suffered because their 
homes and communities were submerged in floodwater when storms struck throughout the year. A 
lack of preparedness and ability to respond to these disasters by local government authorities left 
the most vulnerable of this already fragile population exposed to a host of negative consequences, 
including contaminated water sources and waterborne diseases, loss of food and livelihood and a 
prolonged disruption of schooling. Despite the resumption of the formal peace talks between the 
Government of the Philippines and the major non-state armed groups, the rido – clan wars – infight-
ing within the Moro Islamic Liberation Front and military operations against other rebel groups 
persisted, with at least 375,000 displaced, returned, resettled and home-based people in Mindanao 
affected by armed conflicts and flooding and requiring humanitarian assistance in 2011.1 A lack of for-
mal protections plague the hazard-prone and politically unstable communities, causing grave child 
rights violations and increasing risks of abuse and exploitation for women.

MEETING URGENT NEEDS IN 2012 
In 2012, UNICEF, together with the Government of the Philippines, other UN agencies and NGOs, will 
continue to provide leadership to emergency clusters on WASH, nutrition, education and child pro-
tection, and will work to promote improved and child-centred disaster risk reduction efforts.2  UNICEF 
will specifically target the needs of approximately 200,000 children and 50,000 women in disaster-
stricken and conflict-affected areas.

Community-based management of acute malnutrition will be expanded in order to mitigate the 
chronic prevalence of severe acute malnutrition in the areas struck by both conflict and natural 
hazards. Micronutrient supplementation will be provided to some 20,000 pregnant or breastfeed-
ing women and 100,000 children under 5 will be screened for acute malnutrition.

WASH services will be provided to at least 38,000 families in areas affected by typhoons, floods 
and conflict. Interventions will include monitoring water quality in flood-prone areas and ensuring 
comprehensive WASH services for highly vulnerable communities, with special attention given to 
WASH in schools and health facilities. Construction/rehabilitation of water supply systems, toilets 
and bathing spaces and improving hygiene practices will be essential in preventing morbidity and 
death, as well as in building resilience.  

UNICEF will target the quick restoration of health services and deployment of emergency mobile health 
teams in areas affected by disasters. Health kits containing essential medicines and basic medical equip-
ment will be provided to damaged health units. A total of 150,000 doses of measles vaccines and immuni-
zation supplies will be pre-positioned to ensure children in vulnerable areas are fully vaccinated.

Young and school-aged children in conflict- and disaster-affected areas will be supported through 
alternative and formal education in safe and secure environments. UNICEF will advocate for dis-
aster risk reduction and capacity-building initiatives to benefit 100,000 children in affected areas, 
particularly the more vulnerable young children and adolescents. 

Some 135,000 at-risk children will be provided with protection and psychosocial services through 
child-friendly spaces, youth clubs and capacity building of public social welfare offices.  

UNICEF will provide approximately 8,000 children, young people and pregnant women with HIV 
awareness interventions, including informative games and educational materials, as well as refer-
rals, should an emergency hit the higher-HIV burden metropolitan areas.

FUNDING REQUIREMENTS FOR 2012 
UNICEF is requesting US$19,356,000 to continue its ongoing humanitarian activities in Mindanao and 
other flood- and conflict-affected parts in the Philippines, as well as to prepare for and respond to 
new emergencies that may occur elsewhere in the country.

More information on humanitarian action planned for 2012 can be found at www.
unicef.org/hac2012 and the country office website at www.unicef.org/philippines.

1. Philippines (Mindanao) Humanitarian Action Plan, forthcoming. 

2.  Cluster coordination is done both at the national and sub-national levels. In most instances, clusters are also formed at the sub-
national level, such as in Mindanao. It would also include promotion of child-centred disaster risk reduction among the clusters 
and national government agencies.
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