
UNICEF HUMANITARIAN NEEDS FOR 2012 (in US dollars) 

 9,288,000 Nutrition
 5,618,000 Health
 6,420,000 Water, sanitation and hygiene
 1,070,000 Education 
 32,000 Cluster coordination

 $22,428,000 TOTAL
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HUMANITARIAN  
FUNDING AT WORK:  
HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2011
UNICEF had received 
US$5,096,810 as of end Octo-
ber 2011 towards the requested 
US$20,435,477 to prevent a 
full-scale nutrition crisis, particu-
larly among children. With only 
one fourth of the funding needs 
received, UNICEF gave priority to 
the following key interventions for 
highest impact: providing multiple 
micronutrient interventions to all 
children 6–24 months old in 14 
baby homes, as well as 182,000 
pregnant women and 42,000 
breastfeeding women nationwide; 
extending community manage-
ment of acute malnutrition from 
4 to 29 emergency counties, with 
some 3,000 children with severe 
acute malnutrition to be under 
treatment by end 2011; provid-
ing routine vaccines to more 
than 335,000 infants and 339,400 
pregnant women; distributing 
an estimated 8,500 essential 
medicine kits, benefiting 695,000 
children under 5 in four provinces; 
reaching more than 1 million 
children 24–59 months old with 
deworming tablets, and 3.4 mil-
lion school-age children and 1.5 
million children 6–59 months old 
with vitamin A supplemen tation 
during biannual Child Health Days; 
providing access to safe water 
through gravity-fed water supply 
systems to nearly 82,000 people, 
including some 25,000 children 
under 18, in 6 rural communities; 
reaching at least 75,000 families 
with hygiene education material; 
improving water connections to 
1 county hospital, 3 RI clinics, 
12 child-care institutions and 6 
schools, benefiting some 3,000 
children; and providing approxi-
mately 14,000 children in 74 other 
institutions with emergency water 
and hygiene kits, more than 1,000 
flood-affected families in North 
and South Hwanghae with emer-
gency water kits and more than 
3,000 children in 16 institutions 
with early child development kits.

CHILDREN AND WOMEN IN CRISIS
Undernutrition defines the reality for many children and women in the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea. A failing economy and recurrent natural hazards have added new dimensions to a land-
scape marked by food insecurity. In 2010, the infant mortality rate increased to 26 per 1,000 live 
births, compared with the 1990 level of 23 per 1,000 live births.1 Pneumonia and diarrhoea, stemming 
from a lack of access to safe water and sanitation facilities, particularly in rural areas, account for the 
deaths of 28 per cent of children under 5.2 Additionally, a shortage of education resources has dete-
riorated school infrastructure and quality of education. 

Although UNICEF continues to implement the Expanded Programme on Immunization and micronu-
trient supplementation, access to people in need remains challenging. UNICEF and other UN agen-
cies follow the principle of ‘no access, no support’ and continue to advocate for transparency of 
information and population access.

MEETING URGENT NEEDS IN 2012 
UNICEF, together with the Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, NGOs and 
other international agencies, will focus on assisting the most vulnerable and hard-to-reach people in 
rural areas. As lead of the WASH, education and nutrition clusters, UNICEF expects to reach approxi-
mately 10.6 million people, including 5.9 million women of childbearing age and more than 855,000 
girls and 892,000 boys under 5. 

In 2012, an integrated package of nutrition, WASH and health interventions will address severe 
acute malnutrition for at least 13,300 children 0–59 months old in four provinces (Kangwon, North 
Hamgyong, Ryanggang and South Hamgyong) and in 14 orphanages. In addition to biannual 
Child Health Days, interventions will address chronic malnutrition in the first 1,000 days of life via  
preventive actions such as infant and young child feeding interventions and micronutrient sup-
plementation. These interventions will target more than 1.6 million children 6–59 months old and 
more than 6 million  pregnant or breastfeeding women. 

Some 350,000 infants and 356,000 pregnant women will be vaccinated, with the goal of reaching 
and sustaining 95 per cent of total vaccine demand. UNICEF will provide 10,500 essential medicine 
kits in hospitals and health facilities and 300 kits for newborn care, midwifery and emergency 
obstetrics.

More than 209,000 people in underserved towns and RIs and more than 39,000 children in child-
care, education and health institutions will benefit from access to safe water from gravity-fed water 
supply systems and repaired water and sanitation facilities, as well as hygiene education. 

UNICEF will support government rehabilitation of school infrastructure for the benefit of more than 
7,000 children and will strengthen early learning for some 14,000 preschool children by providing 
new early child development kits and training caregivers in their efficient use. To cover the needs 
for nutrition, health, water and sanitation and education interventions, UNICEF will pre-position 
supplies for 100,000 people in affected populations.

FUNDING REQUIREMENTS FOR 2012 
UNICEF is requesting US$22,428,000 for its humanitarian work, an increase reflecting the expanded 
geographical reach of its programme, which now covers more people and children affected by under-
nutrition in four of the most vulnerable provinces. Without funding for key activities, the adverse 
effects of undernutrition; lack of vaccines for tuberculosis, polio and tetanus; lack of essential medi-
cines; and unhealthy water and sanitation will continue to threaten the lives and well-being of the 
country’s children and women.

More information on humanitarian action planned for 2012 can be found at www.
unicef.org/hac2012 and the country office website at www.unicef.org/dprk.
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