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CARÇI (Herald ) is an UNICEF Azerbaijan newsletter 

UNICEF commemorates 25 years of partnership for children in Azerbaijan  
UNICEF began working in 
Azerbaijan in 1993. During the 
first years of Azerbaijan’s inde-
pendence, UNICEF’s pro-
grammes addressed both ur-
gent humanitarian needs and 
national development priorities. 
Amongst those priorities, 25 
years ago, were immunization 
against preventable diseases, 
improving child and maternal 
health and nutrition, providing 
primary education and protect-
ing children at risk of harm. 
Working together with the Gov-
ernment, civil society and local 
communities, UNICEF has con-
tributed to significant progress 
for children and women in Azer-
baijan, 
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Children wearing #GirlsCan T-shirts at a Azerbaijan Belarus game on March 26th  

including – amongst other suc-
cesses and – helping to make 
Azerbaijan a polio-free country 
and reducing the prevalence of 
other preventable diseases, 
introducing universal iodisation 
of salt to reduce conditions 
such as stunting, raising prima-
ry school enrolment rates to 
over 90 per cent,  introducing 
the first school preparedness 
programme for five-year old’s, 
and halving the number of chil-
dren living in institutions. At the 
same time, UNICEF has provid-
ed support to the country’s law-
makers and policy makers to 
introduce legislation and initia-
tives that have protected  

girls against early marriage, 
created more opportunities for 
children with disabilities to learn 
in mainstream schools, provid-
ed free legal aid services for 
children, increased access to 
sports and recreation for all 
children, increased the tech-
nical skills of health workers, 
teachers and other care profes-
sionals, and started to build 
new generations of social work-
ers and youth workers. 
“UNICEF is proud to mark a 
quarter of a century of working 
in Azerbaijan to build brighter 
futures for every child in this 
young nation,” said Edward 
Carwardine, UNICEF Repre-
sentative to Azerbaijan.   
 

“As Azerbaijan continues to 
grow rapidly, economically and 
socially, UNICEF remains com-
mitted to a vision of a future 
where all children enjoy the 
same opportunities, the same 
chances in life and the same 
respect for their rights.” 
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As part of national efforts by the Ministry of Health to 

develop skills and knowledge of health professionals 

on early detection and early prevention of disabilities 

among children, a series of trainings were conducted 

in Baku with the support of UNICEF. Ankara 

University Prof. Dr. Ilgi Ertem and her team 

supervised trainings on monitoring of child 

development conducted by six local master trainers. 

More than 60 health professionals, psychologists and 

social workers from different districts and institutions 

participated in the training. 

 

A new global report by UNICEF revealed that an 

early assessment of progress toward achieving the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) had shown 

an alarming lack of data in 64 countries, as well as 

insufficient progress toward the SDGs for another 37 

countries. It tracks progress on five dimensions of 

children’s rights: good health, learning, protection 

from violence and exploitation, safe and clean 

environment, and a fair chance to succeed in life. 

“Azerbaijan has made a strong commitment to 

achieving the goals of the Sustainable Development 

Agenda, and delivering on that commitment will 

require continued investment in robust collection, 

analysis and use of data on the situation of children,” 

said UNICEF Representative in Azerbaijan Edward 

Carwardine. “UNICEF will continue to support 

government efforts on data collection and analysis, 

including a planned Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 

that will generate data on over 30 key indicators on 

the well-being of children and women and contribute 

to strengthened policies and programmes for every 

child in the country.”  

Azerbaijan strengthens its system of early detec-
tion and prevention of disability among children  

UNICEF report focuses on investment in data on 
children as an essential to changing their lives  

“Girls Can!”: UNICEF and AFFA launch campaign on 

girls` empowerment  

UNICEF joined efforts with the Azerbaijan 
Association of Football Federations (AFFA), 
governing soccer body in the country, to say 
#GirlsCan in a powerful video launched on 8 March, 
International Women`s Day.  

The video features one of the players of the girls 
team in Azerbaijan  - Amina Heydarova - who 
became a step closer to her dream by becoming a 
trainer through hard work and determination.  

UNICEF and AFFA will continue GirlsCan campaign 
to promote girls empowerment with a series of 
videos focusing on women role models from 
different spheres. The campaign will culminate in a 
public sporting event on the International Day of a 
Girl Child on October 11

th
. 

Since 2011 UNICEF and AFFA have worked 
together to promote girls development and girls 
participation in sport.  

Sport is considered a particularly good way of 
reaching out to girls as well as boys, providing them 
with opportunities to connect with others socially, 
something that many girls find challenging because 
of the social barriers they face as females. When 
girls are given the chance to take part in sport, they 
can challenge the stereotypes that label them as 
less able than boys. Sport, like education, can help 
girls become equal players in society.  
In 2017 UNICEF and AFFA teamed up to launch 
End Violence against Children Campaign – 
producing communication materials featuring 
players from the Under-17 and National Women’s 
Football Leagues’ that reached as many as 13,000 
people. 

Continued on page 3 

For the video  please click here. 

New program to prepare youth policy specialists 
and youth workers launched 

In partnership with the Ministry of Youth and Sport 
and the Public Administration Academy under the 
President of Azerbaijan, UNICEF helped to establish 
an educational program for preparation and 
accreditation of qualified youth policy specialists and 
adolescent/youth workers – a completely new 
initiative for the country. An expert from Tallinn 
University, Estonia was selected to lead the process 
and develop curricula for both Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degree level specialists. Assessment of the 
current status of youth workers was conducted with 
the aim to identify the profile of youth workers in the 
country, their qualifications and needs. The total of 
484 respondents representing key entities from 
Government and civil society working with young 
people contributed their voices to describing the 
current situation in the area of youth work. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfnytI9GUhk&t=3s
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and under-served, and make recommendations for the    
future direction of the Country Programme. The following   
focus areas have been identified for the next three years of 
the Country Programme: Early Childhood Development,  
Inclusive Education, Social Services and Child Protection, 
Youth Development and Participation and Child Rights Mon-
itoring. 

On March 16th UNICEF Azerbaijan and the Govern-
ment of Azerbaijan held Mid-Term Review of the cur-
rent Country Programme of Cooperation 2016-2020.  

The meeting was attended by representatives of sever-
al government bodies, including the State Committee 
for Family, Women and Children’s Affairs, Ministry of 
Education, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Youth and 
Sports, Ministry of Labour and Social Protection of the 
Population and Ministry of Justice, as well as the Office 
of the Ombudsperson, and partners from civil society 
and UN agencies. It was formally co-chaired by Deputy 
Prime Minister Elchin Efendiyev.  

The Mid-Term Review set out to capture key achieve-
ments benefiting children and families to date in the 
current Country Programme, along with lessons 
learned and any significant constraints and opportuni-
ties noted by partners. 

Through extensive consultation with government part-
ners the Mid-Term Review allowed all engaged in the 
delivery of the joint programme, alongside UNICEF 
technical teams, to evaluate the strategic contribution 
made by the various partners to improving the condi-
tion of children, especially the most vulnerable 

Updated Programme focus for 2018-2020 
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As part of the framework of the joint Government—
UN Youth House initiative to provide integrated 
packages of youth-friendly services, a training for 
trainers on Basic Life Skills Education was provided 
for 12 facilitators representing seven Youth Houses. 
During a three days course, facilitators had the 
chance to develop their knowledge on self-
awareness, interpersonal skills, as well as skills of 
making effective decisions. A group of participants is 
actively involved in field testing of the course by 
facilitating the sessions and collecting feedback on 
the course content and delivery from adolescents 
and youth.  

Basic Life Skills course to be available to young peo-
ple through Youth Houses 
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Highlight 
“One of the most important factor that influences early brain development is nurturing care,” 

says Prof. Dr. Ilgi Ertem  

What are the most common disabilities of child-

hood. What can be done by parents and by 

healthcare providers to ensure early recognition? 

The most common developmental difficulties in early 

childhood development are autism spectrum disorders, 

disorders of movements, cerebral palsy for example, 

and social emotional difficulties. The most common 

presentation of developmental difficulties is language 

delay.  

What can be done by parents and health care provid-
ers to ensure early recognition is to know importance 
of early childhood development and to watch and sup-
port the development of young children from infancy 
onwards. Not with any kind of concern about develop-
ment but just to be aware of and to take joy in how the 
young child`s brain is developing and learning. 

What factors can affect early childhood develop-

ment? 

One of the most important factors that influences early 

brain development is nurturing care. So what do we 

mean by nurturing care? We mean that the child`s 

brain is nurtured and cared for by someone who is in 

love with the child regardless of who the child is. There 

is an unconditional loving and caring for the child. In 

this loving supportive environment, there is responsive 

caregiving. The cues that the child is giving are recog-

nized by care givers and responded to appropriately 

and the child`s brain development is also stimulated 

with age appropriate activities such as face to face in-

teractions, smiling, cooing, while changing the diaper 

talking, while nursing the baby looking at the baby. 

This makes the difference. Also, play is extremely im-

portant., especially age appropriate play. Play with 

people with the caregivers and playing with household 

materials.  
For the video  please click here. 

  “One of the most important 

factors that influences early 

brain development is 

nurturing care.” 
 

Prof. Dr. Ilgi Ertem 

 

Could you please tell us a little bit about the work 
you did with UNICEF in Azerbaijan? 

UNICEF Azerbaijan has supported the inclusion of 
early childhood development within the training of 
healthcare providers in Azerbaijan. What I have been 
doing with them is to help them and the Ministry of 
Health in Azerbaijan to incorporate a tool to be used 
nationwide. This tool is called “the guide to monitoring 
child development,” and it is an international tool, 
which doesn’t need re-standardization or revalidation. 
It is a tool that can be used by health care providers 
or any provider really to develop a rapport with care-
givers. So that together, they can monitor child`s de-
velopment and to support early learning, nurture and 
care, while detecting difficulties and risk factors.  

In Azerbaijan there was really no standardized tool to 
be used. This tool is more unique in many ways from 
the tools being used elsewhere. It is an open-ended 
interview (for 10 minutes) with a caregiver. At this 
point, Azerbaijan is almost ready to scale it up. Since 
there are national trainers here they can work with 
child health workforce to disseminate this tool in the 
country. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4AuA46_DNHA
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Learning through kindness: 

The story on inclusive education programme in Baku  

Continued on page 6 

Three years ago UNICEF joined forces with the 

Ministry of Education in Azerbaijan to provide places 

in State primary schools for children with disabilities. 

The Inclusive Education programme has now been 

piloted in four State primary schools in Baku. It aims 

to provide an inclusive learning environment, which 

embraces differences and supports individual needs. 

The students follow the national curriculum and their 

development is guided by an individually adapted 

teaching plan. The response to this programme has 

been overwhelmingly positive, with one school 

claiming it has encouraged all students to be kinder 

to one another. This is a programme which UNICEF 

has also helped to implement in other countries 

across the region, with similarly encouraging results. 

The middle school number 138 in the Khatai district 

has been involved in the programme since it began. 

Its Director Mirfaig Mirheydarli says he is very proud 

to have 12 inclusion students in the first three grades 

of his school and is hoping many more students will 

be able to join in the future. “We need more 

specialists working at the school. Many people keep 

their children with disabilities at home, we want them 

to be able to go to school, to get an education.” 

Mr. Mirheydarli was very optimistic about the 

programme from the start, but he never imagined the 

hugely positive wider impact it would have on his 

existing students. “The students were immediately 

and unexpectedly kind to each other. They shared 

their lunches, helped one another with their bags. 

The atmosphere in these classes was even better 

than in the classes without these students.”   

Elmira Heybatova, a first grade teacher with 47 years 

teaching experience, observed the same phenomena 

in her class. “If someone drops their pen, everyone 

tries to pick it up for them, to help. I observed this from 

day one. They even help each other to put on their 

coats.” Mrs. Heybatova has two students with 

disabilities in her class of 26 children and has been 

part of this programme since it began.  

Ayshan Najafova is the therapist at the school, her job 

is to give one-to-one tuition and support the students in 

their studies. She uses alternative teaching methods to 

aid learning and development. “I am responsible for 

each of these students. I help them to improve their 

communication skills and participation in the 

classroom. It is my duty to take care of all aspects of 

their development, from education to hygiene. For 

example, I ask the parent if the child can put on his 

own shoes. If they can’t, we teach them. We teach 

even this, very basic but essential skill.” 

Ayshan explained how she worked with some students 

to overcome the effect their physical disabilities were 

having on their writing. She demonstrated how her 

student Ulvi wrote names and numbers. When he 

started school, he could only draw marks and 

scribbles, now he is able to write clearly, because 

Ayshan has helped him to focus. “He is a very 

determined boy, in spite of all the obstacles, he never 

gives up and keeps surprising us.” 

By Elaine Holder 

 We need more specialists working at 

the school. Many people keep their 

children with disabilities at home, we 

want them to be able to go to school, 

to get an education. 
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Ulviyya Mammadova, mother of 9 year old Zahra who 

attends the school, is very happy with her daughter’s 

progress. “I have seen improvements with her 

communication skills. Her memory is better and she 

can understand things a lot more. She loves school. 

When she gets up in the morning she says ‘Let’s go to 

school. Let’s go to see Ayshan’.” 

The middle school number 138 provides opportunities 

that most schools are unable to give. Aygun Abbasova 

initially tried sending her daughter Nazli to their local 

school. The school was unable to offer her a place, but 

she was told about the Inclusive Education pilot. “On 

her first day she [Nazli] wasn’t nervous, she was just 

so eager to go to school. Even when she is ill, she still 

wants to go to school, she cries ‘Let’s go to school, I 

want to go to school.’ I hope in the future she will be 

able to attend university and have a good career.” 
Mr. Mirheydarli feels that mixed classes are having a 

positive impact on all students, not just those with 

disabilities. One parent of a child without disabilities 

once told him “I am happy my child is part of this 

programme. I want them to understand everyone is 

different and to be kind to others regardless of their 

differences. This will make them a good person”. What 

greater lesson can we teach our children than to be 

kind and respectful to one another.  

I have seen improvements with her 

communication skills. Her memory is 

better and she can understand things 

a lot more. She loves school. 

Camaraderie was evident in the classroom, students 

who were asked about having friends in the class were 

positive about their relationships with their peers. One 

male student said “Yes I have many friends in my 

class and even girls are my friends.” It was also appar-

ent that the students have a healthy social life outside 

of school, playing with neighbours and classmates. 

When asked about social activities, one parent said 

“We all come together for birthdays and holidays.” 

The Inclusive Education programme piloted in this 

school has clearly been a success, and the school has 

even been honoured with an award from the Ministry 

of  Education. Mirfaig Mirheydarli explains, “After the 

first year the Ministry of Education were so impressed 

by what we had achieved, they gave us an award. 

This award is something you usually get after 20 years 

of good service, but our teachers received this after 

only one year.” 

 


