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“Dear friends, 

 

This year marks the second of 

UNICEF’s current five-year 

programme of partnership with 

Azerbaijan. At its heart, this programme focuses on the 

rights of vulnerable children and young people; children 

who, because of their economic situation, disability, 

geographic location, or social status may have not fully 

benefited from the nation’s overall progress in recent 

years. We passionately believe that Azerbaijan’s long-

term economic growth and social development will 

depend on how well its most vulnerable families are 

supported today – and we are committed to helping give 

every child a fair chance in life, whether that is through 

more inclusive education and learning, better social 

protection and upholding of legal rights, increased 

participation and engagement in matters that affect 

their lives, or through improved health and nutrition. To 

achieve these goals, we bring our best knowledge and 

expertise, help to gather improved data and analysis of 

the situation of children, and above all build alliances 

and partnerships that put the most vulnerable children 

first. 

I hope you enjoy reading a little of what has been 

happening through our work so far in 2017, and I look 

forward to keeping you updated on how our efforts are 

touching the lives of real people – both through this 

new newsletter and through our Facebook site at 

www.facebook.com/unicefazerbaijan. And I welcome 

your thoughts and ideas on how together we can work 

for every child in Azerbaijan” 

Edward Carwardine 

UNICEF Representative in Azerbaijan 

Message of        

Representative 

Message of         

Representative 

http://www.facebook.com/unicefazerbaijan
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Snapshot 
The Ministry of Health and UNICEF team up to seek new 

ways to promote exclusive breastfeeding  

Despite noticeable progress regarding nutrition 

of children and breastfeeding in general, rates of 

exclusive breastfeeding remain low – only 12% 

of mothers exclusively breastfeed their infants 

during the first six month of their lives in Azer-

baijan.  

As part of joint efforts with the Ministry of 

Health to prioritize core nutrition issues, with a 

focus on anaemia prevention and improving in-

fant feeding practices, UNICEF invited an inter-

national consultant Dr.Glenn Laverack to pro-

vide expert assistance in the area of public 

health communication with a special focus on 

promoting breastfeeding, especially exclusive 

breastfeeding and anaemia reduction through 

food fortification. During his first visit to Baku 

on March 27-April 7, 2017 , Mr. Laverack con-

ducted a 2 days training for health experts on 

planning and evaluation of communication 

strategies and activities on promoting breast-

feeding and social mobilization. ◼ 

 

“ 
The iron in mother’s milk is present in a way 

which is easy for babies to absorb,” explains 

Dr Akhundova to a new mother in the newly 

renovated Baku’s Research Institute of Gynae-

cology and Obstetrics explaining that iron in sup-

plements is less easily absorbed. 20-year-old 

Khayala Habibova smiles tenderly as she re-

turned her eight-day-old son Javidan to a nurse 

in the intensive care unit of the Institute. He was 

taken here two days after he was born because 

he had an infection and a high temperature. 

Nonetheless, Khayala comes here several times 

a day to breastfeed him – in the past breastfeed-

ing of babies in intensive care units was strictly 

forbidden in Azerbaijan hospitals. ‘I think breast-

feeding is very good for infants, the main thing is 

that natural food is better than supplements,’ 

said Khayala. ‘I had some awareness about 

breastfeeding but the doctors here explained 

more about it to me,’ she continued. Making sure 

that as many women as possible breastfeed, 

even if their babies are ill or in the resuscitation 

unit, is a central plank of this Institute’s policy 

and practice on infant feeding. ‘Even after giving 

birth by Caesarean section, a baby is brought to 

the mother for breastfeeding immediately. Be-

fore we would give these women injections for 

the pain of the operation, but now we find that if 

they start breastfeeding they don’t feel pain or 

even that they’ve had surgery,’ said Dr Akhundo-

va. She explained that a lot of success in breast-

feeding has to do with how quickly the baby is 

brought to the mother after birth – if a mother is 

reluctant to breastfeed then the first day of the 

baby’s life is particularly crucial to show her that 

breastfeeding is possible and can be done in 

small amounts at regular intervals.  

Dr. Glenn Laverack discusses regional cases on 

exclusive breastfeeding with the participants.  
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UNICEF and AFFA launch joint campaign on 

ending violence against children  

Campaign was 

launched at the AFFA 

Ordinary Congress 

on 15 March with the 

participation of 

country’s sport 

community, high-

U 
NICEF has teamed up with the 

Association of Football Federations of 

Azerbaijan (AFFA) for a joint awareness 

campaign addressing violence against children in 

the society, “Join us, love football, and say NO to 

violence!” 

The campaign was launched at the AFFA Ordinary 

Congress on 15 March with the participation of 

the country’s sport community, senior officials 

and media.  

UNICEF Deputy Representative in Azerbaijan, Min 

Yuan presented a Public Service Announcement 

(PSA) produced for the campaign with the 

participation of young football players.  

“This is the sad truth that despite their sex, age, 

race, ethnicity or country, children around the 

world continue to face violence every single 

moment of every single day, and continue to be 

neglected, mistreated, and abused,” said Ms. 

Yuan.  

 

 

Globally every five minutes a child dies as a 

result of violence. Ending violence against chil-

dren is everyone`s responsibility and demands 

response and action”  - these were the key 

messages young players promoted in the vid-

eo, ending with the campaign slogan “Join us, 

love football, and say NO to violence!” 

The PSA is already running  major TV channels 

and billboards also featuring young football 

players are located in various spots around the 

capital city.◼ 
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For the video please click here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3yB9ptXDwc
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Rovshan was elected as a member of the 

Youth Advisory Council (YAC) –  a body of 

young people selected to advise local 

officials on issues of public policy which are 

felt to directly affect young people. YACs 

were created in Azerbaijan as part of the 

‘Azerbaijani Youth Advocates 

Programme’ (AYAP), a joint initiative of 

UNICEF and the International Eurasia Press 

Fund (IEPF). joint actions to address them. 
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“We need to be ready, if it 

happens again – and the 

training we have received 

really helps to prepare 

us.” 

R 
ovshan Ibrahimov, 13, is a 7th 

grade student at the secondary 

school in Terter, about 330 km from 

the Azerbaijan capital Baku. He has heard 

many stories of violence and conflict, as he 

has been raised in a community struggling 

to adjust to the chaos that ensued after the 

conflict around the Karabach area. Last 

April he became a witness of war himself – 

when intense fighting broke out around his 

hometown on what is known as the Line of 

Contact around Karabakh. 

That April morning he and his family woke 

up to the sounds of shells and saw a missile 

hit the yard of his school. The school is 

currently closed for restoration, with  traces 

of shrapnel still visible on the walls of the 

classrooms. Rovshan continues his studies 

in School No 1 in Terter, where all the 

students of his school were moved after the 

fighting.   

 

UNICEF helps young leaders to build resilience 

in their communities 

continued on page 5 u 
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After the escalation of the conflict last year, 

UNICEF and its partners revived the AYAP in the 

three districts along the Line of Contact with an 

added resilience building component, supported 

through Dutch Government contributions to 

UNICEF’s Global Thematic Humanitarian funds.  

As a result, 60 young leaders were supported to 

reach out to conflict-affected children, working 

with community members to share information 

on how to stay safe in the event of future crises, 

and taking concerns and issues from community 

members to local authority representatives for 

action.  

A special agreement was reached with the 

Azerbaijani National Mine Action Agency 

(ANAMA) to provide training to the YAC 

members in support of teachers leading Mine 

Risk Education classes in the affected districts. 

UNICEF also partnered with the ChildFund 

Alliance to use the Sendai Framework for 

Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) for Children as a 

guide to train YAC members in facilitating DRR 

sessions with their peers.  

“UNICEF believes that children and youth are a 

major part of community-level responses to 

disasters and should play an important  
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role in risk reduction,” says Aida Ailarova, 

UNICEF’s Youth and Adolescent Development 

Officer in Azerbaijan. “Studies show that many 

young people demonstrate remarkable 

resilience and strength in the face of harsh war 

or post-war conditions. 

Rovshan dreams of becoming a diplomat. “As a 

diplomat I will have the power to prevent 

conflicts all around the world, abolish all 

weapons and share the lands equally among all 

people…then people will stop fighting,” he says.  

Rovshan feels that his engagement with the 

AYAP programme has left him more confident 

and better equipped to deal with an emergency 

situation, such as the one he experienced in 

April 2016.  

“We need to be ready, if it happens again – and 

the training we have received really helps to 

prepare us,” he says, referring to the disaster 

preparedness trainings, part of the UNICEF-

supported initiative. ◼ 

 

For the video please click here. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-q746s4Eyvo
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016 represented the first year of the 

new five year programme of 

cooperation between the Government 

of Azerbaijan and UNICEF. Important 

progress has already been made in a 

number of areas, and there are strong 

foundations on which UNICEF and partners 

will continue to build its work for children.  

Last year also saw continued transitions in 

the national development agenda. In the 

face of continuing global economic 

pressures, the Government has taken the 

lead in re-assessing its economic vision to 

maintain the growth and progress achieved 

in recent years.  

Last year also marked the first full year of 

the global Sustainable Development 

Agenda, and Azerbaijan has made strong 

commitments to achieving the Sustainable 

Development Goals, against which the 

progress of all nations will be measured. 

Government Partners and UNICEF review  

results of 2016 
©
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 a rapid expansion of school preparedness classes 

that will benefit thousands of children; 

 new curriculum and teaching methodologies have 

been developed to enable more children with 

disabilities to learn in the mainstream school 

system; 

 important work has been undertaken to improve 

access to justice for children and protect the rights 

of children in the juvenile justice system; 

 young people living in conflict-affected areas have 

been supported in learning safe behaviours to 

protect them from possible harm, while broader 

disaster preparedness skills to share with students 

have been introduced to a new generation of 

teachers; 

 increased access to sports and recreation for girls 

and children with disabilities; 

 capacities in the health sector to identify 

disabilities amongst children earlier in their lives 

have been increased; 

 through support to technical knowledge, systems 

and structures in several government agencies, the 

ability of partners to identify, record and follow up 

on challenges and risks facing children has been 

greatly enhanced.  

continued on page 7 u 

Achievements at a Glance  
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UNICEF in Azerbaijan together with 

government partners held a review meeting on 

19 January 2017 to confirm the joint action to 

support children and young people. Partners 

from across the Government, including the 

State Committee on Family, Women and 

Children (SCFWC), the Ministry of Health, the 

Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Labour 

and Social Protection, the Ministry of Youth 

and Sports, the State Committee on Statistics 

came together to discuss results, challenges 

and lessons learned from 2016 together with 

the plans for 2017 and the vision for the new 

country programme.   

In her opening remarks Mrs. Hijran Huseynova, 

Chairperson of the State Committee on Family, 

Women and Children Affairs (SCFWCA) talked 

about successful cooperation with UNICEF 

since 1993 that included humanitarian and 

technical assistance provided to protect 

children rights.  
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“…if we fail to pay attention to 

those who are disadvantaged – and 

those who are at risk of becoming 

vulnerable - we face the prospect of 

a less educated population in years 

to come … a less healthy popula-

tion in years to come … a less co-

hesive society in years to come.”  

UNICEF Representative in Azerbaijan, Edward 

Carwardine in his speech spoke about important 

progress achieved, as well as areas where joint 

work needs to be accelerated to achieve result.   

“…if we fail to pay attention to those who are 

disadvantaged – and those who are at risk of 

becoming vulnerable - we face the prospect of a 

less educated population in years to come … a 

less healthy population in years to come … a less 

cohesive society in years to come. All of which 

will place added pressure on public resources, 

constrain growth and competitiveness, and 

increase dependency, “ he said. ◼   
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“ 
Young people are not the future, they represent 

the moment we live in; thus, the should have a 

say in decisions affecting their society,” says 

Sevinj Samadzade—national coordinator of  Y-PEER 

Youth  Network and  member of  the United Nations 

Youth Advisory Council in Azerbaijan who 

participated in the 2017 ECOSOC Youth Forum that 

took place in New York between 30-31 January with 

the support of UNICEF. Sevinj had the chance to get 

more insight to the  Sustainable Development Goals 

and learn more about their implementation on a 

global scale, also tackling issues with her peers. 

“One  of the most important issues discussed at the 

forum, “ says Sevinj, “was youth unemployment. 

Emphasis should not only given to industrial spheres 

but also to agriculture and innovative technologies.”  

◼ 

 

Guest of our first issue 

Member of the United Nations Youth Advi-

sory Council in Azerbaijan  

 

Sevinj Samadzade 

   Newsletter produced by: 

   UNICEF Azerbaijan  

 
Address 

24, Neftchiler Ave. 

Baku, Azerbaijan, AZ-1095 

 

Phone 

+99412 4923013 

+99412 4922468 

 

Web 

www.unicef.org/azerbaijan 

 

    Social media 

    www.facebook.com/UNICEFAzerbaijan 
 
    www.youtube.com/UNICEFAzerbaijan  
 

 

For the video please click here. 
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Sevinj graduated from the 

Academy of Public 

Administration under the 

President of the Republic of 

Azerbaijan in 2015 with a BA in 

International Relations. Sevinj is 

a national coordinator of Y-

PEER Youth Network and also 

United Nations Youth Advisory 

Council in Azerbaijan.  

“Young people are not the fu-

ture, they represent the mo-

ment we live in; thus, they 

should have a say in decision 

affecting their society.” 

She actively participates in 

many  organizational events 

that promote progress and edu-

cation of young people in Azer-

baijan.  

https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFAzerbaijan/videos/1482262605120070/

