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A new collaboration to protect 

the rights of the most vulnera-

ble children and young people 

in Azerbaijan was unveiled on 

13 June by UNICEF and the Eu-

ropean Union, with the EU con-

tributing 3.2 million Euros over 

the next three years to support 

access to quality community 

and family-based integrated 

social services in health, nutri-

tion, early childhood develop-

ment (ECD), inclusive educa-

tion, social services and child 

protection and youth develop-

ment. 
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EU and UNICEF Azerbaijan Unveil 3.3 Million Euro Initiative to Protect Vulnerable Chil-

dren and Young People 

 
A new collaboration to protect the rights of the most 

vulnerable children and young people in Azerbaijan 

was unveiled on 13 June by UNICEF and the 

European Union, with the EU contributing 3.2 million 

Euros over the next three years to support access to 

quality community and family-based integrated social 

services in health, nutrition, early childhood 

development (ECD), inclusive education, social 

services and child protection and youth development. 

The initiative focuses especially on strengthening the 

role of local civil society and non-governmental 

organizations to support the design and delivery of 

programmes for children, in line with national 

development priorities.  

Speaking at a special launch event held in 151 School 

in Baku with young athletes with disabilities from the 

Azerbaijan National Children’s Paralympic Committee, 

EU Commissioner for European Neighbourhood 

Policy and Enlargement Negotiations Johannes Hahn 

told youngsters “Looking into your eyes gives me a lot 

of energy to continue to work for your interests and 

create more opportunities for each of you.” 

Welcoming the new collaboration, UNICEF 

Representative to the Republic of Azerbaijan Edward 

Carwardine said “UNICEF and the European Union in 

Azerbaijan share a common vision of ensuring that all 

children and young people benefit from the overall 

social and economic progress witnessed by the 

country in recent years. Through this new initiative, 

we aim to bring quality services ranging from early 

childhood development programmes to youth 

development initiatives, and from integrated social 

services to increased opportunities for children with 

disabilities, to more and more children, young people 

and their families in the heart of the community. A key 

focus of this initiative is investing in the capacity of 

civil society and local non-government organizations, 

recognising the important value this sector brings to  

 

  

 

 

delivering programmes for children at the grassroots 

level.” 

The new initiative will contribute to the establishment of 
national standards across several sectors, strengthened 
technical and management capacities of NGOs and 
community organizations, and the modelling of high 
impact, cost-effective services and programmes at 
national and sub-national level through the engagement of 
the NGO/CSO community.  

The collaboration will also contribute to positioning the 
NGO/CSO community as a valued and trusted ‘third 
sector’ to work alongside public and private sector entities 
in delivering the broadest range of support to vulnerable 
children across the country.  

Planned results of the initiative over the next three years 
include: 

• Increased access for girls and boys, including children 
with disabilities, to quality, integrated and inclusive Early 
Childhood Development (ECD) programmes including 
health, nutrition, protection, early learning services and 
parenting education that address their growth and 
developmental needs  

• More vulnerable children having access to quality 
integrated, inclusive, child-centred, community-based 
social services and child protection systems as part of the 
development of an integrated social services system 

• Young people having greater access to integrated youth-
friendly services such as training on Basic Life skills, 
providing counselling on psychological and legal issues, 
job orientation, career development, applying art for 
development strategies and tools, referring to specialists 
whenever more qualified support is needed ensured 
through a cross-country system of district-level youth 
facilities, meeting national standards and promoting 
gender equality and social inclusion. 
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To commemorate National Child Protection Day on 1 
June, the State Committee for Family, Women and 
Children’s Affairs supported by UNICEF, the Heydar 
Aliyev Foundation, Azerbaijan Railways and the Ganja 
City Authority organized a special train journey from 
Baku to the city of Ganja with children from various 
backgrounds. The event, entitled "Rapidly and 
confidently to the future”, was also dedicated to the 
30th anniversary of the adoption of the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child.  

60 children – including children from internally 
displaced families, children with disabilities, and 
children living without parental care – took part in a 
range of activities on the train, including discussions 
on child rights and their priorities for action. The 
journey culminated with a concert at the Ganja State 
Philharmonic Hall, with participation of children from 
various districts including Baku and Ganja. 

Special train journey helps highlight child rights 
on National Child Protection Day  

UNICEF and Nargis Magazine team up to promote 
child rights in Azerbaijan 

The fashion publication Nargis Magazine dedicated 

its June issue to child rights and the work of 

UNICEF in Azerbaijan.  

In addition to reporting on various initiatives 

undertaken by UNICEF over the last 25 years in 

Azerbaijan, the magazine featured interviews with 

UNICEF Goodwill Ambassadors, including model 

Halima Aden, Turkish film star Turkan Soray and 

South African designer Gavin Rajah. 

An official launch of the 

partnership took place 

on 27 June at a special 

event organized by the 

Nargis Fund jointly with 

Nargis Magazine - a 

photo-exhibition 

dedicated to women of 

Azerbaijan. 

The event at the 

Museum of Modern Art 

in Baku celebrated 

women’s 

empowerment, featuring photos capturing 

moments of their everyday life. The photos were 

taken by seven women photographers in different 

regions of Azerbaijan. 

 

Role of fathers in early childhood development is 
focus of first Azerbaijan parenting month 

This June was UNICEF’s first global Parenting 
Month, drawing attention to the importance of early 
childhood development. In Azerbaijan, UNICEF 
launched a social media campaign -  #Atabala 
Challenge – to highlight the important role that 
fathers play in the development of their children. As 
part of the challenge, four personalities shared their 
personal stories of fatherhood on social media and 
encouraged other fathers to take part in the 
campaign and spread the word on how fathers can 
help in the early development of their young 
children. Education expert and businessperson 
Jeyhun Jabbarov, sportsperson Perviz Abdullayev, 
TV host Murad Dadashov and photographer Jamil 
Mirzoyev participated in this challenge both on 
Facebook and Instagram. 

The children start their trip to Ganja as part of celebrations of 

National Child Protection Day  
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Many photos and stories were shared by Facebook 

 users with #AtabalaChallenge  
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Statistics experts benefit from UNICEF-supported 
training on multi-dimensional poverty 

Two representatives of the Azerbaijan State Statistical 

Committee participated in a training programme on 

Multidimensional Child Poverty organized by UNICEF’s 

Office of Research in Italy in July.  

During the three-day programme, the participants learned 

about methods of measuring child poverty and were able 

to use their own national statistics to develop appropriate 

indicators for measuring child poverty. In addition, the 

course provided guidance on differences between 

monetary and non-monetary child poverty 

measurements, including UNICEF’s Multiple Overlapping 

Deprivation Analysis (MODA), Oxford University’s 

Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) and the European 

Union Child Deprivation Index. Training included lectures 

and group work explaining how the various systems work 

in practice. 
First specialized statistical analysis courses for 
staff of State Statistical Committee at ADA Uni-
versity 
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All participants were awarded a certificate of attendance 

 upon completion  

© UNICEF Azerbaijan/UNICEFInnoceti/2019 

Through a partnership with Azerbaijan’s State Academy 

of Physical Education and Sport, UNICEF is supporting 

the updating of the academic curricula for adaptive 

physical education courses to include a focus on the 

needs of young girls and youngsters with disabilities. 

Issues covered by the enhanced curriculum include 

coaching girls and women more effectively for results, 

different physical issues faced by female players, 

protection of girls and women from abuse and injury in 

sport, and inclusion and working with athletes with a 

disability. 

As part of the ongoing “Girls Can” campaign, the 

Association of Football Federations of Azerbaijan 

(AFFA), Azerbaijan State Academy of Physical 

Education and Sport and UNICEF are launching training 

programmes for coaches from all football leagues in the 

country on the specifics of coaching girls and young 

women. Workshops began in early August and will be 

finalized in the first ten days of September. Professors 

from the Academy who undertook the training will now 

pass on their new skills and knowledge to some 500 

coaches representing over 50 districts of Azerbaijan.  

The training programme builds on an earlier initiative 

through which UNICEF and AFFA produced a guide 

for coaches, “Coaching girls into women”. 

Investment in sport to create more opportunities for 
girls and children with disabilities 
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As part of an ongoing collaboration between the 

Azerbaijan State Statistical Committee and UNICEF, 

the first ever course on statistical analysis on child-

related data has been implemented at ADA 

University. Ten staff of the Committee undertook the 

course, which provided participants with a solid 

foundation for interpreting and analysing social 

science data, conducting basic statistical research in 

the field and overall strengthening of data 

generation, processing and analysis capacities.  

Improving availability and understanding of data has 

been recognised by the Government of Azerbaijan 

as vital to the achievement of the Sustainable 

Development Goals, and this course is one effort to 

help enhance understanding of underlying causes of 

the situation of children, which in turn can lead to 

improved and more effective policy-making and 

resource allocations by government and others. 
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Through a partnership between UNICEF and the 
European Union, in support of the Azerbaijan Ministry 
of Education, over 2,000 primary school teachers from 
Baku, Guba, Sheki, Ganja, Agjabedi, Gazakh and 
Sumgayit have been trained on aspects of inclusive 
education for children with disabilities through the 
Azerbaijani Teachers’ Professional Development 
Institute. A further 300 trainee teachers also benefited 
from training on inclusive concepts and effective 
teaching and learning practices to enable all children, 
including children with disabilities, to learn effectively 

In July and August an additional group of 40 trainers 
were trained by UNICEF to support the national rollout 
of the in-service training on inclusive education that 
will reach about 10,000 primary school teachers by 
June 2020. The training programme on inclusive 
education has been developed in partnership with the 
Regional Development Public Union under the Heydar 
Aliyev Foundation, with the guidance of international 
experts, and is now integrated into the curriculum of 
six pre-service and in-service teacher training 
universities. 

Thousands of primary school teachers trained in 
Inclusive Education for children with disabilities 

On 25 June, the Public Health Reform Centre and 

UNICEF organized a roundtable discussion on 

monitoring results of the Baby-Friendly Hospital 

Initiative in Baku’s hospitals. Participants included 

hospital managers, representatives of the State 

Agency for Mandatory Health Insurance and the 

Ministry of Health, Azerbaijan’s chief 

neonatologist, as well as the World Health 

Organization Country Representative and staff 

from UNICEF. Based on monitoring findings there 

was a discussion on needs and next steps for 

successful introduction of Baby Friendly Hospital 

Initiative in Azerbaijan.   

In early July a delegation from the State Agency for 
Mandatory Health Insurance, the Ministry of Health 
and the Azerbaijan Food Security Agency was 
supported by UNICEF to participate in a   regional 
workshop in Serbia on improving infant and young 
child feeding for prevention of double-burden of 
malnutrition in Europe and Central Asia. As a result 
of this workshop, delegates agreed on next steps 
and commitments that each government agency 
can make to improve the nutrition status of children 
in Azerbaijan. Commitments included acceleration 

of implementation of Baby-Friendly Hospital 
standards, inclusion of nutrition counselling for 
pregnant women and young mothers in primary 
health care services, continuous monitoring of child 
policlinics and maternity wards, initiation of an inter
-sectoral working group on child nutrition, 
monitoring of implementation of legislation on 
marketing of breastmilk substitutes and 
strengthening of government activities on 
awareness raising among the population on better 
nutrition of new-borns and young children. 
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In July and August, in a partnership between UNICEF, 
the Ministry of Health and the State Agency on 
Mandatory Health Insurance, 50 neonatologists and 50 
nurses in Baku, Mingechevir, Yevlakh and Aghdash 
undertook training on enhancing care for mothers and 
their new-borns. The training programme strengthened 
capacity of health workers on supporting mothers in 
successful breastfeeding starting from the first hours of 
a baby’s life and covered issues of early initiation and 
techniques of breastfeeding, addressing common 
questions and concerns of young mothers, educating 

them on responsive feeding of their new babies, and 
building a supportive environment within maternity 
facilities as a crucial basis for further continuation of 
breastfeeding.  

Further investments made in skills and knowledge 
in support of infant and child nutrition  

Training of doctors, midwives and nurses in breast-

feeding at the Clinical Medicine Centre  
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“I feel more confident now and can 

smoothly say some new words,” 

said 14-year old Konul, one of the 

participants who has a speech im-

pairment. “But most importantly, I 

made new friends, and this is truly 

one of the best things that hap-

pened to me lately.” 

CARÇINEWS—Issue  8 

Integrated social services initiative launched in 
Ganja 

Children from low-income families, children at risk 

of institutionalisation, children with developmental 

delays and disabilities, and children in conflict and 

contact with the law, including victims of violence, 

will benefit from a new community-based social 

services programme launched in Ganja in July. 

The initiative is part of a collaboration between 

UNICEF and the European Union to enhance 

community-based social service programmes 

through local non-government and civil society 

organizations.  

The programme has been implemented in Shirvan 

and Agjabadi districts since February 2018, aimed 

at integrating child focused community-based 

services through the introduction of professional 

social work, outreach services, social rehabilitation 

and reintegration services for vulnerable children. 

Services are provided by trained professionals in 

line with international standards and guidelines. 

Local coordination groups on child protection are 

also a key component of the initiative, ensuring 

effective collaboration between state and NGO 

representatives. 
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New UNICEF Azerbaijan website 
launched  

UNICEF Azerbaijan has unveiled 
a new English-language website 

to highlight issues affecting children in the 
country, and UNICEF’s work to support children. 
An Azerbaijani language version will also be 
online shortly. For the latest news about 
UNICEF’s work in Azerbaijan, research on 
children and compelling human-interest stories 
and videos go to: www.unicef.org/azerbaijan 
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UNICEF and the State Committee for Family, 

Women and Children’s Affairs organized a ten-day summer 

camp for vulnerable children in Melhem village of Shamakha 

District in late July, with some 40 children between the ages 

of 7 and 16 learning social skills in a fun and interactive 

environment through games and play.  

In addition to hiking, team games, picnics and excursions to 

nearby museums, the children benefited from workshops 

and orientation on children's rights, learned about bullying 

and other forms of violence against children and how to 

prevent them.  

“The time children spent in the camp was also a great 

opportunity for them to learn about tolerance,” said one of 

the trainers Maftuna Ismaylova. “It was important that the 

camp was truly inclusive for children - with and without 

disabilities.”  

Summer camp for children from vulnerable families 
promotes children's rights through play 
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Continued on page 8 

A 
 joint UNICEF and Ministry of Education 

venture is seeking to create schools and 

classrooms equipped to help all children 

achieve their fullest potential. 

Around the world, children with disabilities are one of 

the most marginalized and excluded groups. Facing 

daily discrimination in the form of negative attitudes, 

lack of adequate policies and legislation, they are 

effectively barred from realizing their rights to 

healthcare, education, and even survival. In Azerbaijan 

there are about 72,000 children under 18 years of age 

officially identified with a disability. It is believed many 

more remain unidentified due to limited healthcare 

access and challenges obtaining proper 

documentation. 

As the world’s leader in supporting children with 

disabilities, UNICEF has worked to improve community 

attitudes since establishing a presence in Azerbaijan 

nearly 25 years ago. At the university level, Azerbaijan 

has achieved more than many other nations, with 

disabled students comprising approximately 4% of the 

student body. However, Orkhan Abbasov, Leading 

Specialist at the Ministry of Education, believes 

Azerbaijan is capable of achieving even more.  

To support these education goals, the European Union 

funded a 24-month teacher training programme 

delivered by UNICEF and the Azerbaijan Ministry of 

Education.  

  

by Sina Jones 

 
“It is my firm belief that accepting uncon-

ditionally all children into regular classes 

and the life of the school will ensure the 

integration of all children into society and 

break the stereotypes about [children with 

disabilities] studying.”  
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THE BEST CLASSROOMS ARE 

INCLUSIVE CLASSROOMS! 

This programme promotes class-

room inclusivity through modernizing 

and improving teaching practices 

that benefit all students.  “Inclusive 

education is not just about children 

with disabilities, it is about quality 

education for all children. ” said 

UNICEF Education Specialist, Leyla 

Hasanova, “where every child, no 

matter what abilities or health condi-

tions he has, can learn to the best of 

his capacity.” 

International Education Consultant 

Professor Peter Grimes, and his 

team of specialists found that Azer-

baijani teachers received almost no 

inclusivity training.  

“Teachers need to be supported to imagine what an 

inclusive classroom looks like and given help to 

make the changes needed to create one. All children 

have the right to be educated in the same class-

rooms and schools,” noted Professor Grimes. 

“Children with disabilities make very good progress 

in general education classrooms where teachers are 

using learner centred teaching approaches.” 

The first phase of training began in February, gather-

ing 34 master trainers from universities in Baku, 

Sheki, Ganja, Sumqayit, and Guba. Mr. Grimes and 

his team provided in-depth training sessions, model-

ling the type of inclusive learning environment they 

want the master trainers to teach. These sessions 

provide the context for trainers to see what ap-

proaches work in the classroom setting. “What we 

did here is very simple,” said Education Consultant 

Tricia Mercado, “We gave the teachers the confi-

dence that they can do it. They have all the tools 

they need.” 

© UNICEF Azerbaijan/Giacomo/2018 
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At the core, this project is about capacity building. 

These 34 master trainers will take the skills learned in 

the training sessions and teach 300 professors from 

five universities. These professors will then have the 

tools to provide inclusivity training to the 1,300 stu-

dents currently studying to be Azerbaijan’s next gen-

eration of teachers. 

To multiply the impact of this classroom model even 

further, in-service training for 54 teachers took place 

in February and May 2019. This small cadre of teach-

ers is identified from across seven regions: Baku, 

Sumqayit, Guba, Sheki, Ganja, Gazakh, and Aghjab-

adi, and will train approximately 10,000 additional 

primary teachers in these new classroom practices 

and mindsets. 

© UNICEF Azerbaijan/Giacomo/2018 

Additional opportunities for professional development 

and continuing education will be provided through 

nine resources centres located in each of the seven 

regions, with two in Baku and Ganja. These centres 

will make access to resources more reachable and 

provide increased opportunities for continuing educa-

tion, professional development, and parent aware-

ness. 

“Our mission is to design schools and classes in ways 

that help children learn and achieve their fullest po-

tential and to provide equal opportunities for all chil-

dren. At the same time, this partnership with UNICEF 

will enhance teachers’ professional development and 

facilitate their responsibilities. From this standpoint, 

our collaboration with UNICEF will be very beneficial 

for teachers, classrooms and society,” said Mr. Ab-

basov. 

 

 

 


