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Despite improvements in the food security situation in Somalia, humanitarian
needs remain acute due to the continued conflict and repeated climatic shocks.
An estimated 4.2 million people, including 2.6 million internally displaced
persons and 2.5 million children, require humanitarian assistance.1 The nutrition
situation remains serious, with 1.5 million people projected to require emergency
nutrition support in 2019.2 Of these, 954,000 children under 5 years will suffer from
malnutrition, including 173,000 children at risk of severe acute malnutrition (SAM).3
Across the country, 3 million people require access to emergency health services
and 2.9 million people require water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) support.4
Recurrent disease outbreaks—including of acute watery diarrhoea/cholera and
measles—represent a major threat to children.5 Of the 4.9 million school-aged
children in Somalia, an estimated 3 million, or more than 60 per cent, are out of
school.6 The majority of these children are located in Somalia’s southern and central
regions. Grave violations against children are on the rise, with 3,566 children,
including 569 girls, reported to be victims of violence committed by parties to
conflict—primarily abduction and recruitment/use by armed forces and groups—
between January and September 2018. This represents a 44 per cent increase in
violations over 2017 levels.7

Humanitarian strategy

Results from 2018

In line with the 2019 Humanitarian
Response Plan, UNICEF will provide
an integrated response to climatic
shocks, displacement and conflict in
Somalia, including life-saving support
to address malnutrition and excess
mortality, and a central focus on child
protection in all programme activities.
UNICEF will sustain critical services in
crisis-affected areas and target internally
displaced persons in priority locations,
while continuing to expand services
in hard-to-access areas. The response
will prioritize integrated programming
that includes nutrition, WASH and
health services complemented by child
protection and education interventions.
UNICEF will maintain its cluster
leadership roles, and continue to work
closely with line ministries to coordinate
activities and support capacity building.
Where possible, UNICEF will respond
jointly with the World Food Programme
(WFP) to address critical malnutrition
rates. In line with the Grand Bargain
commitments, cash-based assistance
will be prioritized, with a gradual
transition from humanitarian cash
transfers to safety net approaches.
UNICEF will also work to strengthen
linkages with the Joint Resilience Action,
in coordination with WFP and the Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO),
to contribute to longer-term, shared
outcomes and build resilience, in line
with the United Nations New Way of
Working principles.

As of 31 October 2018, UNICEF had
US$96.4 million available against the
US$154.9 million appeal (62 per cent
funded).8 This funding allowed UNICEF
to maintain extensive operational
reach and deliver significant results
for children. UNICEF’s approximately
100 partnership agreements covering
95 per cent of affected areas were
also instrumental to achieving the
year’s results. UNICEF effectively prepositioned supplies and worked closely
with partners, including WFP, to meet
critical needs and targets, such as for
SAM treatment (target reached) and the
provision of cash transfers benefiting
more than 100,000 people. More than
1.1 million people gained temporary
access to safe water and over 740,000
women and children gained access to
life-saving emergency health services. In
addition, over 4.4 million children were
vaccinated against measles. More than
78,000 children and adolescents (42 per
cent girls) accessed education with the
support of UNICEF and the Ministry of
Education, and some 29,500 children
received psychosocial support. Some
4,700 unaccompanied and separated
children were identified and registered,
and 9,100 survivors of gender-based
violence received appropriate care and
support.

Total people in need: 4.2 million9
Total children (<18) in need: 2.5 million10
Total people to be reached: 1.5 million11
Total children to be reached: 885,00012
2019 programme targets:
Nutrition
• 164,676 children with acute
malnutrition treated13
• 513,000 pregnant and lactating
women receiving infant and young
child feeding counselling
Health
• 974,400 people provided with
emergency life-saving health
services
• 48,720 emergency-affected
pregnant women received delivery
services by skilled birth attendants
WASH
• 950,000 people accessing
temporary safe water services for
drinking, cooking and personal
hygiene14
• 420,000 people accessing
appropriate sanitation facilities15
Child protection
• 10,000 registered unaccompanied
and separated children supported
with reunification services, familybased care or an appropriate
alternative (boys/girls)
• 10,000 survivors of gender-based
violence receiving clinical care,
case management, psychosocial
support, legal assistance and safe
house support
• 120,000 children participating
in structured community-based
psychosocial support activities,
including child-friendly spaces
Education
• 165,000 children and youth
accessing formal or non-formal
primary education (boys/girls)
• 300 teachers supported with
emergency incentives
Cash-based transfers
• 30,062 households with children
under 5 years diagnosed with
SAM and admitted for treatment
receiving monthly cash transfers to
support access to basic services

Cluster 2018
targets

Cluster total
results

UNICEF 2018
targets

UNICEF total
results

Children under 5 years with SAM admitted for treatment

232,000

187,748

173,000

177,174

Caregivers of children reached with infant and young child feeding counselling

463,472

292,454

350,000

267,927

1,400,000

740,042

44,000

22,803

NUTRITION

HEALTH
Crisis-affected people with adequate access to primary health care services
provided with emergency life-saving health services in high-risk areas
Children aged 0 to 59 months with acute watery diarrhoea treated
WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE
Emergency-affected people with temporary access to adequate and safe
water through chlorination, operation and maintenance, water trucking,
vouchers and household water treatment

3,800,000

1,653,896

2,000,000

1,091,708

People accessing appropriate sanitation facilities

1,000,000

216,029

750,000

149,598

150,000

77,768

50,000i

29,559

4,000

9,138

CHILD PROTECTION
Children reached with psychosocial support
Women and children reached with gender-based violence prevention and
response interventions
EDUCATION
Children affected by crisis accessing formal or non-formal early learning, preprimary or primary education

381,556

190,959

120,000

78,044

Children who received individual education/early learning materials

278,025

172,036

100,000

59,252

50,000

18,979

CASH TRANSFERS
Emergency-affected households provided with monthly cash transfers to
support access to basic services
Results are through 31 October 2018.
i

Target is revised based on correction of data in the initial response plan 2018 and is aligned with 2018 Somalia HRP.

Funding requirements
UNICEF is requesting US$145.3 million to meet the needs
of crisis-affected people and children in Somalia in 2019.
This funding will allow UNICEF and partners to sustain the
provision of life-saving services, including essential nutrition,
health and WASH interventions, as well as critical child
protection and education-in-emergencies activities. These
efforts will focus on sustaining service delivery in settlements
of internally displaced persons given the current scale of
displacement. UNICEF is sincerely grateful to all public
and private donors for the contributions received to date.
Continued and timely donor support will be critical to scaling
up the response and averting famine.

Sector

2019 requirements (US$)

Nutrition

24,701,325

Health

30,348,000

Water, sanitation and hygiene

35,830,088

Child protection

18,922,791

Education
Cash-based transfers

19,702,980
16

Total

15,820,434
145,325,618
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