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The Central African Republic is facing one of the worst humanitarian crises in
the world, given the proportion of the population in need of assistance.1 With
over 620,000 internally displaced people2 and 570,000 refugees,3 one in five
Central Africans has fled conflict, leaving both home and land behind. In 2019,
an estimated 2.9 million people, including 1.5 million children —two out of every
three children in the country—will require humanitarian assistance, representing
a 16 per cent increase over 2018.4 This rise in needs is due to the increasing
number of conflict situations, diminishing humanitarian funding and constrained
humanitarian access. Of the 1.9 million people without access to safe water,
950,000 are children, and basic water and sanitation standards are not being met
in many sites for displaced persons.5 Less than half of all children are immunized.6
In 2019, an estimated 38,000 children under 5 years will suffer from severe acute
malnutrition (SAM).7 Since 2014, some 13,000 children in the Central African
Republic, including 3,000 girls, have been released from armed groups.8 Due to
lack of funding, 30 per cent of these children have yet to receive reintegration
assistance. Over 30 percent of the country’s schools are closed due to conflict.9

Humanitarian strategy

Results from 2018

Working with partners based in the most
affected areas, and using pre-positioned
essential supplies, UNICEF will provide
lifesaving assistance and services to
children affected by the conflict in the
Central African Republic and support
their recovery. UNICEF will work
through the Rapid Response Mechanism
(RRM) to assess new crises and deliver
essential household items and water
and sanitation assistance, while
coordinating with other actors to provide
complementary support. Nutrition
interventions will target children under 5
years with SAM. Crisis-affected children
will receive quality education in safe
learning environments. UNICEF will
focus on the protection needs of children,
including their release from armed
groups, reunification with their families
and the provision of psychosocial
support, while scaling up programming
addressing sexual exploitation and
abuse. UNICEF will maintain gendersensitive water, sanitation and hygiene
(WASH) facilities and services on
settlements for displaced people across
the country, and improve immunization
rates in crisis-affected areas. Activities
will support the resilience of children and
their communities, including through
cash-based approaches in emergency
situations, and strong accountability
to affected populations. UNICEF will
continue to lead the nutrition, WASH
and education clusters and the child
protection sub-cluster, and work with
line ministries to strengthen government
capacities for emergency response.

As of 31 October 2018, UNICEF had
US$30.7 million available against the
US$56.5 million appeal (54 per cent
funded).10 In 2018, UNICEF and partners
delivered life-saving interventions
to affected populations. Over 25,500
children under 5 years were treated for
SAM and 90 per cent recovered. More
than 82,000 internally displaced people
living on sites, most of them children,
gained access to safe water, and 485,000
children were vaccinated against polio,
including in crisis-affected areas. Some
102,000 displaced and host community
children benefited from psychosocial
support in child-friendly spaces and
804 children (230 girls) were released
from armed groups and received
interim care. Some 69,700 children,
most of them internally displaced,
gained access to education in protective
learning environments. The RRM
conducted 58 interventions in remote
and insecure areas newly affected by
conflict-related population movements.
The RRM reached 208,000 people with
essential nonfood items and 136,000
people with emergency WASH support.
RRM targets were exceeded thanks to
robust donor support. Overall, however,
lack of funding and increasingly
constrained humanitarian access led
to low achievement against some of
the targets. Government capacity was
reinforced through UNICEF leadership
of the WASH and education clusters and
the child protection sub-cluster, co-led
with the Government.

Total people in need:
2.9 million11
Total children (<18) in need:
1.5 million12
Total people to be reached:
1 million13
Total children to be reached:
824,00014
2019 programme targets:
Nutrition
• 30,570 children aged 6 to 59
months with SAM admitted for
therapeutic care
• 57,580 caregivers reached with
lifesaving messages and other
engagement activities to promote
health and nutrition services
Health
• 700,000 children under 5 years
vaccinated against measles
• 82,068 people and children under
5 years in sites for internally
displaced persons and enclaves
with access to essential health
services and medicines
WASH
• 400,000 crisis-affected people
accessing safe water
• 150,000 crisis-affected people
accessing gender-sensitive
sanitation facilities
Child protection
• 110,000 children reached with
psychosocial support, including
access to child-friendly spaces
• 3,000 children released from armed
forces or groups benefiting from
socioeconomic reintegration and
case management support
Education
• 120,000 boys and girls aged 3 to
17 years in crisis-affected areas
accessing education
• 442,500 children received learning
materials
RRM
• 250,000 acutely vulnerable people
rapidly provided with essential
household items after a shock
• 150,000 affected people received
appropriate WASH interventions
after a shock

Sector 2018
targets

Sector total UNICEF 2018
results
targets

UNICEF
total results

NUTRITION
Children aged 6 to 59 months suffering from SAM admitted for treatment

27,961

25,576

27,961

25,576

108,276

42,844

85,000

37,311

Children under 5 years vaccinated against polio

910,000

485,812

People and children under 5 years have access to essential health services

500,000

22,753

Caregivers of children reached with infant and young child feeding counselling
HEALTH

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE
Crisis-affected people with access to safe water for drinking, cooking and
personal hygiene

900,000

645,000

600,000

82,140

Crisis-affected people accessing appropriate sanitation facilities

600,000

389,505

300,000

61,251

60,000

8,647

45,000

5,647

200,000

168,409

100,000

102,937

4,874

826

3,500

804

1,000

362

Crisis-affected girls/women accessing menstrual hygiene management services
CHILD PROTECTION
Children reached with psychosocial support through child-friendly spaces
Children released from armed forces/groups reached with reintegration support
Women and children reached with gender-based violence prevention and
response interventionsi
EDUCATION
Children in crisis-affected areas accessing education
Children received learning materials

94,400

79,741

85,000

69,719

204,600

123,129

100,000

74,012

160,000

208,179

70,000

136,625

RRM
Acutely vulnerable people rapidly provided with non-food items after a shock
People received rapid WASH assistance after a shock
Results are through 31 October 2018.
i

Includes the number of child survivors who accessed sexual exploitation and abuse survivor assistance within 48 hours of referral/receipt of the case by UNICEF.

Funding requirements
In line with the country level multi-year inter-agency
Humanitarian Response Plan (2017-2019), UNICEF is
requesting US$59 million to meet the humanitarian needs of
children in the Central African Republic. Without sufficient and
timely funding, UNICEF will be unable to support the national
response to the country’s continuing and deepening crisis
and provide critical life-saving services to conflict-affected
displaced people, returnees and host communities. UNICEF
also requires funding to treat children with SAM and provide
reintegration support to children released from armed forces
and groups.

Sector

2019 requirements (US$)

Nutrition

10,200,00015

Health and HIV and AIDS

3,800,000

Water, sanitation and hygiene

8,400,000

Child protection

8,700,000

Education

11,000,000

Rapid Response Mechanism

15,400,000

Cluster/sector coordination

1,500,000

Total

59,000,000
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The actual total to be reached is 1.02 million, corresponding to 700,000 children under 5 years to be vaccinated against measles and 320,000 adults and children older than
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Who to contact for
further information:

Christine Muhigana
Representative - Central African
Republic
Tel: +236 70 55 02 05
Email: cmuhigana@unicef.org

Grant Leaity
Deputy Director, Office of
Emergency Programmes (EMOPS)
Tel: +1 212 326 7150
Email: gleaity@unicef.org

Carla Haddad Mardini
Director, Public Partnership
Division (PPD)
Tel: +1 212 326 7160
Email: chaddadmardini@unicef.org

