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Situation Overview 
Despite moderate (10-25 mm) to heavy (25-50 mm) precipitations during spring in some provinces, a cumulative deficit 
remains substantial throughout the country. The prolonged dry spell and very low precipitation has caused drought 
mostly affecting provinces in the western and northern regions of the country. It is anticipated that up to 2 million 
people, in 20 provinces most affected by drought will require essential life-saving assistance, including food, nutrition, 
WASH, education and Child Protection support. UNICEF coordinates with the public sector, NGOs and CSOs to respond 
to vulnerable women and children affected by drought.   
 
UNICEF urgently needs US$ 12 million to support an estimated 525,000 drought-affected children with the 
following priority interventions: 
 
Nutrition: US$ 1.2 million urgently required to cover the gap in operational costs for 
delivery of  SAM treatment of up to an additional 38,000 children suffering from 
severe acute malnutrition (SAM) as a result of the drought.  
The estimated number of severe acute malnourished (SAM) children is likely to 
reach 585,000 in 2018. These include refugees, IDPs, returnee and drought affected 
children. After a review of the anticipated increase in need as a result of drought, 
partner capacities, accessibility, and resource availability, UNICEF decided to reach 
301,000 children suffering from SAM, mainly in high burden provinces with a SAM 
prevalence of above 3%. To mitigate the consequences, more resources are 
needed.  Resources have been raised for RUTF with a supply secured through 
December 2018, but funding remains low for operational costs.   UNICEF has been working with the Department 
of Public Health at provincial levels to compose and train mobile teams to provide services where no other partner 
can go, in difficult to reach areas. An additional 1.2 million USD is needed to support an increase in reach through 
mobile teams in the region. 
 
WASH: US$ 9 million is needed to support 450,000 people in need of WASH 
assistance.  
 
UNICEF immediate response will focus on rehabilitation or extension of the existing 
facilities, water treatment (desalination), water trucking, drilling strategic borehole 
for tankering, provision of water purification chemicals along with hygiene 
promotion.  In addition, to address the long-term needs, water pipe scheme, installing 
deep boreholes including solar networks and national advocacy for regulatory 
framework on ground water use are also proposed.  
 
 
Education in Emergencies (EiE): US$ 600k is the gap for EiE to provide services for 20,000 
children affected by drought.  

UNICEF in collaboration with the Ministry of Education and EiE working group will focus 
on providing basic education to approximately 20,000 school age children affected by 
drought. The emphasis is to support children where they live and to minimise the risk 
of drop out by ensuring they can stay in school and benefit from availability of drinking 
water and other WASH facilities as well as Psychosocial support.  The activities under 
EiE will include provision of teaching and learning material, teachers training on 
psychosocial support and advocacy on key messages related to children retention in 
school through School Management Shura Training (Social Mobilization).  
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Child Protection in Emergencies (CPiE): US$ 500k required to address the protection 
needs of approximately 25,000 children affected by drought.  
 
UNICEF, as a CPiE sub-cluster lead, urges immediate action to provide protection 
assistance for children in families adopting negative coping mechanisms such as 
increased forced child marriage and forced child labour to support themselves. The 
CPiE intervention will focus on concrete implementation of child protection 
mainstreaming across sectors, especially Food, Nutrition, WASH and Education. 
The proposed interventions will be: child protection monitoring ensuring timely 
identification and referral of at-risk-children, beneficiary identification while 
prioritizing the most vulnerable children, raising community awareness against 
negative coping mechanisms, trainings on enhancing protection of children and strengthening a protective environment 
around them. Setting up safe spaces for children where community outreach and distribution activities are carried out, 
and provision of psychosocial support to families and children within and out of school are also part of planned 
interventions.  
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