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2019 REGIONAL TRENDS 
Progress continued to be made in the maternal, newborn and child health in East Asia and the Pacific 
(EAP). Based on the latest available global estimates (UNIGME 2019), the under-five mortality rate 
continued its long-term decline and reached 15 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2018, down from 16 per 
thousand estimated in 2017. According to the latest WHO/UNICEF estimates, the immunisation coverage 
with the third dose of Diphtheria, Tetanus and Pertussis vaccine (DTP3) – used as a proxy indicator of 
immunisation performance – reached in the region to 91% in 2018, down from 94% in 2017. Just 14 of 
the 26 countries reached the global 90% coverage target for DPT3 and only 11 reached the regional 95% 
target. Low vaccination coverage resulted in a number of localised measles and polio outbreaks in 
Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, Myanmar and the Pacific. Vaccination campaigns were conducted in 
responses to the outbreaks to avoid further spread of the infections. Despite progress observed in some 
areas of maternal, child and new-born health, health systems in the region continue to be constrained by 
insufficient funding, epidemiological transitions, shifting political agendas, weak management, low levels 
of accountability and disruption caused by humanitarian and complex emergencies (such as in Indonesia, 
Papua New Guinea and Myanmar). Declining attention to immunization issues remained one of the 
challenges in some countries.  2018-2019 witnessed resurgence of polio and measles outbreaks globally 
and in the region reflecting falling immunization coverage and missed pockets of population. Vaccine 
hesitancy also resulted in low coverage. The outbreaks stretched the struggling health systems and 
diverted resources away from the system support. Polio outbreaks are considered a wakeup call and 
draws the attention of governments to the most vulnerable population and communities.  

Child malnutrition remains a major concern in EAP region with stunting affecting 17 million children 
under-5, wasting affecting almost 6 million, while over 10 million children are estimated to be 
overweight1. While the average stunting prevalence for EAPR is 11%, it is much higher in the South East 
Asia UN region (25%). Iodine deficiency remains a reason of concern in the region. While 92% of 
households in EAPR are reported to consume salt with any iodine2, this hides the fact that in six countries 
in the region (i.e. Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, the Philippines, Timor-Leste and Viet Nam), progress on salt 
iodization and adequate iodine status is static or has even been backsliding. Efforts have focused on 
increasing political commitment, strengthening legislation and regulatory monitoring, improving 
interpretation of monitoring and evaluation results and ensuring that all edible salt is iodized, as well as 
in the manufacture of processed foods and condiments. Several countries also face a triple burden of child 
malnutrition, with persisting stunting, wasting and micronutrient deficiency and rising numbers of 
overweight and obese children – 80 million children aged 5-19 estimated to be overweight3. Governments 
in the region have increasingly acknowledged the existence of the triple burden and have been 
progressively introducing measures to tackle child obesity.   

In 2019, WASH coverage continued to increase in the region. The 2019 Joint Monitoring Report shows 
that EAP has made progress in reducing open defecation to less than 3% in 2019.  Among 16 countries 
who have reduced open defecation by 20% points globally, four are in EAP region including Cambodia 
(53%), Lao PDR (41%), Indonesia (23%) and Kiribati (20%). Inequalities in basic sanitation was also reduced. 
In Cambodia, urban coverage of basic sanitation increases from 46 per cent to 96 per cent from 2000 to 
2019 and the gap between richest and poorest was reduced “by over 60 percentage points”. In EAP, 84 
per cent of the population have access to ‘at least basic” sanitation service. Eight countries in the region 

 
1 UNICEF/World Bank/WHO. Joint Malnutrition Estimates, 2020. https://apps.who.int/gho/tableau-public/tpc-frame.jsp?id=402  
2 UNICEF. State of the World’s Children 2019. 
3 NCD Risk Factor Collaboration (NCD-RisC): Worldwide trends in body-mass index, underweight, overweight, and obesity from 1975 to 2016: a pooled analysis of 
2416 population-based measurement studies in 128·9 million children, adolescents, and adults, Lancet 2017,390:2627-2542 1: WHO, 2016. Modeled estimates  
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are on track to achieve universal basic sanitation at the current rate of progress. In Cambodia, the 
government had adopted a “smart subsidy” approach with UNICEF support to help poor people buy their 
latrines and Laos has achieved success with a “district wide approach” in eliminating open defecation. 
Poor water quality and scarcity is a growing concern in the region and lack of water quality regulations 
and monitoring mechanisms in the national surveys hamper water quality risks on public health and 
nutrition. 

In education, there is a growing recognition that equity gaps are at the root of the learning crisis. Countries 
are increasingly open to tackling learning gaps from and equity-based perspective by investing and scaling 
targeted programmes aiming to boost learning among the most disadvantaged children. Overall quality 
of education services for children with disabilities in the region remains low. Disability Inclusive Education 
continues to be an emerging priority, with more countries beginning to reflect on their service provision 
for children with disabilities. The current model of education does not adequately respond to the needs 
of adolescents and alternative approaches are needed to ensure access to learning opportunity for out of 
school adolescents, and quality and relevance of those at risk of dropping out. Most education systems in 
the region are slow in meeting this challenge, but some promising examples of alternative learning models 
come from Myanmar and the Philippines. Countries continue to invest in large-scale learning assessments 
as a strategy for measuring the effectiveness of their education systems and for benchmarking progress 
toward SDG4 and also as a way of identifying policy gaps. However, there is growing recognition of the 
need to make better use of existing data and to focus more on formative assessments at the classroom 
level. There is a growing interest in how to measure and promote the acquisition of transversal/21st 
century skills. 

In terms of child protection, there is increasing recognition from authorities of the challenge posed by 
violence, sexual abuse and trafficking of boys and girls as well as of the need for more decisive actions to 
tackle these issues. Increased political commitment and awareness contributes to increased national and 
regional efforts towards improving regulatory frameworks, national plans and data collection on violence 
prevention and response. China and Cambodia have embarked into ambitious legal reforms to strengthen 
their national regulatory frameworks for the prevention and response to violence against children. The 
Philippine and Viet Nam launched national multisectoral prevention and response action plans. Kiribati, 
Solomon Islands and Tuvalu developed new policies on child protection in schools. Also, Cambodia 
became the 26th Pathfinding Country, committing to ending all forms of violence against children. Despite 
these progresses, in most of the region’s countries, capacity to develop and manage the child protection 
system remains limited and national social workforce capacities require further strengthening. Limited 
coordination across sectors hinders the effective implementation of inter-sectoral approaches to prevent 
and respond to violence against children. Furthermore, limited budgetary allocations constrain countries’ 
capacity to fully operationalise the national policy and legal frameworks to protect children from violence.  

In 2019, there has been progress in approving and enacting legal frameworks and establishing justice 
systems that comply with the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). In Papua New Guinea, the 
National Rehabilitation and Reintegration Policy for children in contact with the law approved makes 
provisions to ensure that children in contact with the law are not only diverted but also have access to 
adequate support to break the cycle of crime and violence. In Viet Nam, the Government Decree on 
Diversion and the decree to guide the implementation of the law on child adoption were approved. China 
approved a new Law on Protection of Minors and Thailand reviewed its legislation on emerging child 
protection issues, including the protection of children engaged in boxing and of children born through 
surrogacy. Other positive developments include the approval in July 2019 of a new Child Rights Law in 
Myanmar that brings national legislation largely in line with the CRC. The law stipulates, among other 
provisions, that all children born in Myanmar are guaranteed the right to register at birth, establishes a 
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minimum age of marriage (18 years) and for employment (14 years) and prohibits all forms of violence 
against children. Myanmar also ratified the Optional Protocol to the CRC on the Involvement of Children 
in Armed Conflict. 

EAP, which is home to 70 per cent of people affected by disasters globally, is one of the most disaster-
prone regions in the world. The region is exposed to risks related to climate change, rapid urbanization, 
migration and population growth, which are aggravating existing vulnerabilities. Between January and 
August 2019, 44 major emergency events were recorded in the region, 80 per cent of which were the 
result of extreme weather events that developed into floods/landslides, storms, epidemics, outbreaks of 
vaccine-preventable diseases (e.g., measles, polio, etc.), vector-borne diseases, drought and snowstorms. 
Measles outbreaks took place in four Pacific Islands Countries and areas (PICs; Samoa, Tonga, Fiji, 
American Samoa). In Indonesia, since the earthquakes and tsunami struck in August and September 2018, 
over 1 million children and their families have been reached with critical humanitarian assistance.  
Throughout 2019, UNICEF continued to respond to the disasters under the leadership of the Government 
of Indonesia, and in partnership with local and international NGOs. The Government ended its response 
phase in April 2019 and UNICEF has been supporting the Government’s efforts in transitioning from 
response to recovery and longer-term development. Protracted crises due to unresolved conflict and 
ethnic strife in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Myanmar, Papua New Guinea and the 
Philippines continue to affect the lives of children and their families.  
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KEY RESULTS ACHIEVED AGAINST THE ROMP 
 
Goal Area 1: Every child survives and thrives  
In 2019, UNICEF EAPRO actively supported the acceleration of immunization in region. At regional level, 
EAPRO’s advocacy contributed to the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) leaders’ 
commitment for vaccine security and self-reliance to prevent vaccine-preventable disease outbreaks. The 
regional office also continued to strategically engage with Gavi to leverage and secure resources (technical 
and financial) for immunization and health systems; including in planning the package of the Gavi 
Partnership Engagement Framework /Targeted Country Assistance for six countries (Cambodia, DPR 
Korea, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands) with over USD 6 million grant for 
health, immunization, communication for development and cold chain. EAPRO also provided technical 
support and oversight to targeted countries which resulted in increased financing for immunization 
through the health system strengthening grants (Cambodia, DPR Korea, Myanmar, and Papua New 
Guinea), Transition Grant (Lao PDR, Vietnam and Solomon Islands), and Post-Transition Engagement 
(Timor-Leste, Kiribati and Mongolia). UNICEF Indonesia was able to access affordable PCV vaccine to 
prevent pneumonia in children through the Advance Market Commitment mechanism. UNICEF DPR Korea 
supported the introduction of MR vaccine and vaccinated approximately 4 million boys, girls and 
adolescents in order to prevent measles and protect pregnant women from contracting rubella. UNICEF 
regional office also played a critical role in the success of MR-OPV campaign in Papua New Guinea, 
providing technical advice, oversight and as resource from the planning, implementation to evaluation 
phase.  

EAPRO also provided technical and advocacy support in strengthening the policy environment and health 
systems. Through its support to UNICEF country offices, EAPRO contributed to the development of the 
immunization law in Lao PDR; contributed to the cold chain expansion in Lao PDR, Myanmar, Papua New 
Guinea, Solomon Islands, and Viet Nam; and took the lead in designing appropriate response plans, 
strategies and tools to combat polio and measles outbreaks in several countries (Lao PDR, Indonesia, 
Myanmar, Papua New Guinea, Pacific Island countries and the Philippines). 

EAPRO supported the adoption of digital innovation to enhance real-time monitoring, which informed 
corrective actions to reach more children and adolescents using existing technologies. For instance, 
vaccination campaigns used RapidPro (Measles-Rubella in Indonesia), Open Data Kit (polio in the 
Philippines) and Data4Action (MR-polio in Myanmar). The regional office also supported Myanmar and 
Kiribati to strengthen health information systems, organizing workshops to establish baseline digital 
health blueprint to maximize investments in digital health and endorse the costed digital health roadmap. 

In its continued efforts to strengthen Universal Health Coverage (UHC) for children in EAP countries, 
EAPRO established a trust-based partnership with Thailand International Policy Programme (IHPP), a 
reputable thinktank on UHC. They jointly organized a consultative workshop on UHC for children with 
eight countries, inviting key government officials and UNICEF staff, and provided key policy suggestions 
based on robust analysis on each country’s MICS/DHS data and financial protection information. 

In terms of the triple elimination of MTCT of HIV, syphilis and hepatitis B, EAPRO actively supported the 
development of the Philippines Triple Elimination Framework (2020 – 2030) and the Myanmar EMTCT 
Roadmap (2020 – 2024) which will be finalized in 2020.  South-South learning exchanges regionally and 
globally accelerated commitment of countries to dual/triple elimination. Facilitated by EAPRO, an EMTCT 
work plan for South-South and Triangular cooperation between UNICEF, Thailand international 
Cooperation Agency and Ministry of Public Health fostered experiential learning/mentorship and resulted 
in increased technical capacities of five countries (Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Ukraine and China). 
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EAPRO launched a joint regional formative assessment at the Asia Pacific Youth Forum on HIV, which 
raised attention issues related to education, parental and peer support, communication and mental 
health for adolescents and young people at risk of HIV to unprecedented levels both within countries and 
at regional level4. 

In terms of adolescent health, EAPRO contributed to strengthen programme design and influence policy 
through stronger evidence. This included support to the first ever web-based cross-sectional survey on 
adolescent MSM (15-19 years) using respondent driven sampling methodology in three large cities of 
China; and HIV Integrated Biological Behavioural Surveillance among adolescent and young key 
populations (2018 – 2019) in Bandung, Indonesia. EAPRO also developed advocacy briefs based on 
promising practices including advancing adolescent mental health in Mongolia; improving adolescent 
access to integrated sexual and reproductive health in the Philippines; adolescents and climate crisis in 
Indonesia; and applying the online to offline package for adolescent and youth friendly HIV services in 
China. A regional formative Assessment led by UNICEF with 6 UN partners and 5 civil society networks 
was launched at the Asia Pacific Youth Forum on HIV and raised attention to adolescents/youth issues 
related to education, parental and peer support, communication and mental health to unprecedented 
levels both within countries and at regional level. 

In terms of nutrition, EAPRO plays a strategic role in strengthening evidence and knowledge in the region. 
Its support has been focused on strengthening survey quality, analysis and use of survey and routine 
nutrition data, with support to Thailand, Vietnam, Myanmar, Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, 
Timor-Leste and Pacific Island Countries. Survey design and methodology development support was 
provided for two joint UN urban slum surveys in Philippines and two surveys in Indonesia. EAPRO also 
supported the development of an ASEAN scorecard for nutrition and successfully advocated for an 
extended ASEAN Nutrition Surveillance System, development of six guidance documents and ASEAN 
Nutrition Security Report.  

EAPRO made major contribution to joint UN annual regional report of food security and nutrition. Other 
analyses on maternal and child nutrition include: Triple Trouble: Research and Analysis from East Asia and 
the Pacific as well as two articles for Nutrients journal on stunting. EAPRO finalized four publications 
including on the organoleptic properties of iodized salt, maternal nutrition in East Asia and the Pacific, 
multiple micronutrient supplementation for pregnant women in Myanmar and an article on IYCF for a 
global MCN Supplement. 

On infant and young child nutrition, UNICEF jointly with Alive and Thrive (A&T) and WHO developed an 
online learning module to strengthen capacity in the region. EAPRO also jointly with A&T conducted an 
analysis of existing nutrition pre-service curricula and gaps. UNICEF jointly with the Nutrition Center of 
the Philippines conducted an evidence review of maternal nutrition and complementary feeding 
interventions, and Mahidol University will conduct an analysis of micronutrient syrups. 

In terms of maternal nutrition and complementary feeding, EAPRO finalized landscape analyses for six 
RISING countries with technical support for consultations to review findings and develop country specific 
priority actions for both complementary feeding and maternal nutrition. The regional office also 
contributed to the finalization of the analysis of Code implementation for four countries with targeted 
support provided to Philippines to implement Netcode protocol for Code monitoring. UNICEF led technical 
consultation of the Nutrition Security Coordination Committee to develop Southeast Asia regional action 
framework for complementary feeding, highlighting priority actions for complementary feeding across 
four systems. An organizational network analysis was conducted on UNICEF’s nutrition partnerships in the 

 
4 https://www.unicef.org/eap/reports/looking-out-adolescents-and-youth-key-populations 
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region and EAPRO identified an approach to revitalize and give a new direction to regional coordination, 
knowledge exchange and joint action. 

For severe wasting, the region continues to face a challenge of “wasting denial” by national counterparts 
and stakeholders, contributing to low commitment, financing and momentum. EAPRO conducted an 
analysis of determinants of wasting in six countries and care practices for malnourished evidence which 
will inform development evidence-based advocacy. EAPRO led the development of draft regional action 
plan for the implementation of the UN Global Action Plan (UNGAP) on wasting in Asia. Philippines and 
Indonesia are early adopter countries to implement and generate operational evidence. Asia UN technical 
consultation group on wasting was also established and will steer implementation of the UNGAP. 

EAPRO is guiding countries in generating evidence and designing strategies for overweight among 
children and adolescents underway in China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, the Pacific, 
Philippines, Thailand, and Viet Nam. EAPRO has also initiated an ambitious regional plan to build the 
evidence base and support countries to introduce policies to control the food environment and address 
overweight in children and adolescents.  The influence of the food industry within and outside 
governments remains a major challenge. 

EAPRO provided capacity building support on nutrition in emergencies in Myanmar, Indonesia, Fiji and 
Kiribati. In addition, Indonesia, Fiji and Kiribati adapted global guidance for nutrition in emergencies 
preparedness and response into their local context and developed national and sub-national response 
plans. Continued policy support and capacity development for IMAM provided, with two more countries 
(DPR Korea and Timor-Leste) adopting updated protocols for treatment wasting, bringing the total to 9 
countries, and Philippines supported to undertake bottleneck analysis. Regional capacity building and 
technical consultation events included a joint Early Childhood Development (ECD)-Nutrition network 
meeting, technical consultation on integrated management of acute malnutrition with nine governments.   

Goal Area 2: Every child learns 
In 2019, UNICEF EAPRO achieved strategic milestones in the five prioritized areas of education: a) 
improvement of pre-schooling and early learning; b) equity in primary schooling and learning; c) second 
decade education, learning and skills; d) system strengthening, and e) education in emergencies and 
climate change adaptation. As part of its strategy to create an enabling environment to improve learning 
in the region, EAPRO strengthened the capacity of Ministries of Education to measure learning outcomes 
in Cambodia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines and Viet Nam, through the completion of the 
pilot phase of Southeast Asia Primary Learning Metrics (SEA-PLM). 

In terms of primary education, EAPRO generated two important pieces of evidence that help strengthen 
programming and provide technical guidance. A literature review of evidence from EAP region on what 
works to improve learning in primary school among the most disadvantaged learners will guide UNICEF’s 
position and discussions around ‘learning poverty’ and guide countries, particularly those participating in 
SEA-PLM, on how to implement better strategies that improve learning among the most marginalized 
children of primary school age;. A review and roadmap of disability inclusive education practices in EAP 
region will provide a picture of where countries are in advancing education for disabilities and help to 
shape a roadmap for CO programmes. 

EAPRO was the first region to conceptualize, develop and disseminate programming guidance on second 
decade education and learning5, which has helped build solid foundation for regional programming in this 

 
5 Adolescents’ Potential Unleashed: Improving Second-Decade Education and Learning in East Asia and the Pacific 
(UNICEF, 2019) 
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area. EAPRO provided technical support in the new skills framework and as well as strategies for improving 
in and out of school adolescents’ learning. Vietnam CO leads the programmatic efforts in this area, while 
Myanmar, Indonesia, Lao PDR and China have laid grounds for stronger leadership for education and 
learning of adolescents. 

EAPRO continues to strengthen capacity in the region on data and evidence. This includes the 
development with UNESCO of a Regional Capacity Development Resource Book on Monitoring SDG4-
Education 2030 in Asia-Pacific which consists of six modules to strengthen capacity of government officials 
and other stakeholders, who engage with equity-focused education sector analysis, data and statistics. 
EAPRO also co-organized with Malaysian MoE and UNICEF Malaysia a regional technical seminar on the 
power of data and evidence for equity and equality in education in ASEAN, with over 70 participants from 
nine countries in Southeast Asia (incl. Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Viet Nam). In addition, through the Out-of-School Children (OOSC) 
initiative, technical advice and system analysis was provided to the Education Management Information 
System (EMIS), and sector analysis and planning, including for equitable budgeting and financing. EAPRO 
with UNESCO also conducted a strategic review of EMIS that track individual student in three countries 
(Malaysia, Mongolia, Timor-Leste). By developing and applying a common analytical framework and a set 
of research questions, the review critically examined and analyzed the data-policy gap and varying 
degrees of operation from equity perspectives and SDG4’s strategic vision, thereby contributing to the 
enhancement of the education data system and improved analysis and utilization of evidence. 

EAPRO supported emergency preparedness and response in education in Indonesia, Lao PDR, the 
Philippines and Myanmar. A comprehensive EIE capacity development programme was put in place 
contributing to greater emergency preparedness and response capabilities of education teams. EAPRO 
undertook an evaluation of DRR in education interventions to provide evidence on relevance, 
effectiveness and sustainability of DRR in education strategies, define the priority area(s); help adapt and 
tailor relevant strategies to specific diverse country contexts.  

Technical support was provided to countries that conducted Education Sector Analysis (ESA) and/or 
developed Education Sector Plan (ESP), in collaboration with key partners such as UNESCO Bangkok, 
UNESCO International Institute for Educational Planning (IIEP) and Global Partnership for Education (GPE). 
The countries supported include Mongolia, Papua New Guinea, Timor-Leste, the Philippines (incl. 
BARMM), Lao PDR, Viet Nam, Indonesia, Vanuatu, Kiribati and Malaysia. 

EAPRO continues to provide technical leadership to deliver key achievements with South-East Asia 
Primary Learning Matrix. In partnership with SEAMEO, data was collected from 30,000 grade five students 
in six countries, which creates the first regional comparative database on learning levels in reading, 
writing, mathematics and global citizenship at the end of primary school. The governance of this 
programme was restructured to give more strategic ownership to countries and to SEAMEO. A website 
was created and many knowledge products linked to the programme are now available for countries. 

In collaboration with UNESCO Bangkok, EAPRO served as a co-lead of the mother tongue-based multi-
lingual education (MTB-MLE) Working Group and facilitated the adoption of the Bangkok Statement on 
Language and Inclusion. It was the first effort by countries in Asia-Pacific to agree on the need and 
priorities for advancing MTB-MLE for better learning outcomes. It was the output of the High-Level Policy 
Forum on Multi-Lingual Education, which was organized on the side of - The Inclusion, Mobility and 
Multilingual Education Conference: Exploring the Role of Languages for Education and Development. 

Strategic engagement with the ASEAN Secretariat on the implementation of the ASEAN Declaration on 
Strengthening Education for Out-of-School Children and Youth (OOSCY) has led to new developments in 
2019. Under the chair of Thailand, a Regional Conference on OOSCY was co-organized by ASEAN, EAPRO, 
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UNESCO and SEAMEO, with participation of the member states as well as countries outside the region. 
The conference was an opportunity for countries to share best practices and to further foster active 
collaboration among the participants. The OOSC Regional Synthesis Report6 was finalized, launched and 
disseminated to stakeholders. The report analyzed latest data/evidence on the profiles of OOSC as well 
as various barriers and presented 10 policy actions to address them.  

In terms of climate change, EAPRO finalized the paper ‘It is Getting Hot: Call for education systems to 
respond to the climate crisis’. Opportunities for action for education authorities were offered so that they 
can prioritize adaptation efforts to ensure universal education. They are summarized through four 
activities: enhance data and improve the evidence base; increase access to education under a climate 
change scenario; improve learning to address climate change impacts; and systems strengthening. 

Goal Area 3: Every child is protected from violence and exploitation  
In 2019, EAPRO provided technical guidance and leadership on legal, policy, strategy and programme 
development for child protection systems strengthening, including social service workforce 
strengthening, ending violence against children, positive parenting, child online protection, justice for 
children, legal reform and disability inclusion, as well as on child rights and treaty body reporting and PSEA 
and child safeguarding. Significant country support was provided to the Mental Health and Psychosocial 
Support (MHPSS) response for the measles outbreak in Samoa, and technical assistance for the 
development of a vision for the child protection system in Lao PDR. In Cambodia, EAPRO was a strategic 
partner in support the country to become a Pathfinding Country under the Global Partnership to End 
Violence Against Children (GPEVAC). 

In terms of social service workforce strengthening (SSWS), EAPRO worked closely with the Global Social 
Service Workforce Alliance to facilitate the kick-off meeting for the ASEAN Declaration on the Promotion 
of Social Work. A multi-country review of social service workforces in 15 countries in the region was 
launched at this kick-off meeting. The meeting provided capacity building for 69 representatives of 
ministries of Social Welfare, NGOs and UNICEF on SSWS. EAPRO, jointly with GPEVAC, rolled out the 
training on INSPIRE: Seven strategies for ending violence against children in the region, which cascaded to 
further capacity strengthening at country level for policy makers, practitioners, and UNICEF staff.  

In 2019, EAPRO continue to strengthen its partnership with ASEAN, conducting a mid-term review of the 
ASEAN Regional Plan of Action on the Elimination of Violence against Children presented at the High-Level 
Political Forum, drawn from findings of eight national consultations. EAPRO also presented at the annual 
meetings of the Commission on the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Women and Children 
(ACWC) and the Senior Officials Meeting on Social Welfare and Development and supported the 
facilitation of ACWC’s five-year planning workshop. The regional office also supported ASEAN Member 
States to grapple with challenging and emerging child rights issues. This include supporting the 
International Social Service to convene an ASEAN consultation on the draft principles for the protection 
of the rights of the child in the context of surrogacy. 

EAPRO also strengthened knowledge sharing across the region with four country review of intersections 
between violence against women and children with UN Women and UNFPA as well as a compendium of 
promising practices on ending violence against children in EAP was also published. A review of parenting 
programmes for violence reduction and ECD launched at the ARNEC Conference; 

 
6 UNICEF & UNGEI (2019) Learning Against the Odds: Evidence and Policies to Support All Out-of-School 
Children and Adolescents in East Asia and Pacific 
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EAPRO continued to provide technical support on child online protection at country level to facilitate 
industry round tables and workshops, including with China, Cambodia and Malaysia Country Offices, and 
supported UNICEF Malaysia to convene a workshop on parenting for child online protection. EAPRO also 
conducted a review of education materials to prevent online and offline child abuse and exploitation. 
EAPRO continued to collaborate with CRC Asia to enhance child participation in the region, including 
facilitating key sessions on children in the digital age and children affected by migration for the Asian 
Children’s Summit. 

On migration, EAPRO continued to lead the implementation of the three-region multi-country EU/UNICEF 
Migration Programme. Progress included the development of a Memorandum of Understanding between 
the Governments of Myanmar and Thailand on cross-border child protection collaboration. EAPRO also 
published a data snapshot of migrant and displaced children in ASEAN countries. In collaboration with 
Save the Children and the International Social Service, EAPRO organised a regional training on case 
management for children on the move for 40 participants from ASEAN Member States, NGOs and 
practitioners, under the EU/UNICEF Migration Programme. 

Goal Area 4: Every child lives in a safe and clean environment  
In 2019, EAPRO continued to enhance national capacity and WASH skills in the region, coordinating and 
facilitating around 12 national and regional multi-country capacity building and learning events that 
enhanced capacity of more than 700 WASH professionals including government, CSOs, private sectors and 
UNICEF staff. These areas included regional workshops and events organization on Sanitation and Water 
for All, SDG 6 Baseline and Target Setting, Climate Resilience in WASH, Financing in WASH, WASH BAT and 
Enabling Environment, Sustainable WASH and Leaving No One Behind, International Learning Exchange 
on WASH in Schools, Joint UNICEF ROSA and EAPRO Sanitation Expo and Learning programme in China, 
regional training on Knowledge Management etc.  

EAPRO also improved evidence generation use and strengthened knowledge management. All countries 
in the region have their baselines on basic WASH services with few countries making an effort to establish 
their baselines on safely managed drinking water and sanitation services. In addition, selected countries 
are now making a concerted effort to include water quality monitoring and safely managed sanitation 
systems in their national survey instruments. EAPRO supported ongoing research work at the country 
level including: i) Study on Innovative financing in Indonesia; Sanitation Market assessment in Cambodia 
and Indonesia, Evaluation of HyiSan, HiFive in Philippines; formative Evaluation of Community-led Total 
Sanitation (CLTS) programme in Timor-Leste, Knowledge Attitude and Practice study in Papua New 
Guinea, etc. In its drive to strengthen knowledge management in the sector, some of the countries have 
adopted innovative approaches like “Twinning” and “Advocacy and Horizontal Learning” in Indonesia, 
Joint Sector Reviews in Laos, National Sanitation Conferences in Cambodia, Myanmar and Pacific 
countries. The regional evaluation on WASH concluded shaping the way for the regional WASH strategy. 

In terms of strengthening WASH Emergency Preparedness and Response, EAPRO’s capacity building 
support and technical guidance to countries facing disasters of varying scale including WASH Cluster 
training in Papua New Guinea followed by review of WASH emergency preparedness capacity, effective 
communication messages for Polio outbreak in Philippines and to develop longer term strategic approach 
to WASH response in DPR Korea. Regional WASH coordination platform was activated to ensure greater 
coordination and synergy among regional partners.  

In 2019, EAPRO led some innovative approaches of collaborating with Private Sectors that include “First 
Joint ROSA/EAPRO Sanitation Expo and Learning Event” in China inviting private sectors and businesses 
to seek their contribution to expand affordable sanitation markets in the region. Some of the countries 
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are now moving towards sanitation market assessments to understand the sanitation market ecosystem 
in Cambodia, China, Indonesia and Philippines. The regional office also continued its partnership with MFA 
Singapore and new avenues are discussed to engage with Young Water Leaders as part of Singapore 
International Water Week in 2020 and develop a new module on Storm water. Similarly, partnership with 
ASEAN is continued to ensure that WASH is a priority in ASEAN discussions towards addressing safely 
managed sanitation in the region. UNICEF regional office continued its partnership with Australian DFAT 
and a series of events were held to enhance country capacity in SDG 6 monitoring and reporting as well 
as gender mainstreaming in WASH. 

Advancing WASH agenda at the global, regional and national level remained a priority for EAPRO. In 2019, 
this included advocacy with ASEAN for adoption of WASH Declaration.  UNICEF strongly advocated with 
sector ministers and counterparts in the region for increased membership and partnership in the Global 
Partnerships like SWA for increased political will and commitment for accelerating OD elimination in the 
region and for increased resource allocation to meet the global ambition. These have led to increased 
momentum in the counties leading to high level political commitments and campaigns in the region. 

Water quality monitoring has been integrated in the urban study in Philippines and Indonesia to 
understand better the drivers of undernutrition and contribution of WASH in reducing malnutrition. 
Documentation of gender best practices of WASH is ongoing in Cambodia and Myanmar to inform policy 
decisions in addressing gender issues in WASH. EAPRO also initiated the Football for WASH programme 
with an intention to move towards advocacy on WASH related issues. 

EAPRO continues to support UNICEF offices in the region to strengthen climate change programming 
through technical guidance and support to advocacy efforts. Children's environmental health and air 
pollution is increasingly being integrated in country programming in China, Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar and Viet Nam. In Malaysia, EAPRO supported the partnership with the 
Ministry in charge of climate change as well as the design of a research on climate change and 
environmental degradation impacts on children. In Viet Nam, EAPRO contributed to the analysis of the 
climate change impacts on education and building the climate-resilient education system. EAPRO also 
contributed to resource mobilization for programming focused on climate change impact on children.  

In 2019, EAPRO also contributed to advancing UNICEF’s engagement in climate change issues, through 
evidence generation. A publication on the impacts of climate change on children's education and learning 
contributed to improve the understanding as well as national and regional partners’ awareness on the 
importance of tackling the negative impacts of climate change on education. Country profiles and a 
discussion paper on children’s environmental health in EAP support UNICEF’s advocacy and programming 
efforts in the region. Taking a child rights approach, a regional analysis report was completed in 
collaboration with KWM (a large international law firm), analyzing data on the current status of the 
recognition of children’s environmental rights and making policy recommendations at regional and 
country-levels. EAPRO published policy briefs highlighting children’s unique vulnerability and exposure to 
environmental health risks to leading health experts and institutions at the Prince Mahidol Award 
Conference 2019. 

Goal Area 5: Every child has an equitable chance in life  
In terms of Social Protection, EAPRO continues to strengthen key partnerships with EU, ECHO, ADB, 
ASEAN and the SDG fund. EAPRO supported UNICEF offices with advocacy, facilitating the participation of 
country delegations to a Universal Child Grant Conference, organized with ILO and ODI; co-sponsoring a 
session on child grants during the ADB Social Protection Week. It also contributed to resource 
mobilization, support offices in accessing the UN SDG Funds focused on Social Protection. EAP registered 
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the largest number of awarded countries (Cambodia, Lao, Mongolia, Thailand, Indonesia, Pacific, 
Philippines and Vietnam). EAPRO also took part in the negotiation, design and approval of funding for the 
Phase II of the ECHO Project on shock-responsive social protection (SRSP). It also contributed to streamline 
shock-responsive social protection in the region. EAPRO also initiated analytical efforts around child-
sensitive social protection (i.e. child grants) and social protection for indigenous peoples. 

Around Urbanization and Local Government, EAPRO provided strategic guidance on UNICEF 
engagements in urban setting to UNICEF offices in the region. A mapping of the current engagement on 
urban work has been finalized and will be used as basis for regional work and follow up to the 2018 
Growing Up Urban conference. A specific attention was given to analysis and effectiveness of the 
implementation of Child Friendly Cities Initiative (CFCI) as a tool for promoting engagement of 
municipalities for better policies for children. EAPRO particularly contributed to regional and global efforts  
as a member of the Global CFCI Reference Group; promoting the follow up to  the Growing Up Urban 
conference (Surabaya); supporting organization of first Global CFCI Summit in Cologne with a significant 
presence of EAP countries and cities; promoting revision or design in CFCI initiatives in the region; 
exploring possible synergies with regional bodies (UCLG, ASEAN) and continuing promoting regional 
exchange of experiences. 

In terms of Public Finance for Children (PF4C), EAPRO provided technical assistance to engage host 
governments and other stakeholders to improve plans, budgets and expenditures for children, with 
tangible results, such as a new cash transfer programme targeting pregnant women and children from 0-
2 years of age fully funded by the government in Cambodia, increased allocation as well as improved 
efficiency for social welfare spending for children in Myanmar, and improved commitments of Ministry of 
Finance for increased social sector spending in Vietnam. EAPRO also fostered cross-sectoral collaboration 
through joint technical support, for example to support policy dialogue with government WASH financing 
in Vietnam and Myanmar. A regional study on public health expenditure focusing on equity was initiated 
to inform country programming. 

EAPRO strengthened regional partnerships with key stakeholders to create a wider coalition for child 
sensitive public expenditure in the region. A joint PF4C facility was started with EU to support seven 
country offices in EAPRO (3) and ROSA (4) to strengthen PF4C engagements with the host governments. 
UNICEF also partnered with ESCAP to contribute to its annual flagship report Economic and Social Survey 
of Asia and the Pacific to focus on costing and financing gaps of achieving SDGs, particularly those affecting 
children in the region generating a solid piece of evidence for PF4C advocacy. EAPRO was also represented 
in an ESCAP regional fiscal governance workshop with policy makers from the governments to advocate 
for fiscal space for children. The partnership with Public Expenditure Management Network in Asia 
(PEMNA) was maintained to use this platform of public finance policy makers and practitioners to have a 
child lens in public finance policy decisions and their implementation.  

Humanitarian action  
In 2019, EAPRO supported humanitarian responses in Indonesia and Myanmar through regional 
deployments, technical assistance and the provision of financial support. In addition, emergency 
preparedness in the Pacific was enhanced through the establishment of a new logistics hub with pre-
positioned emergency supplies in Brisbane, Australia, which will also benefit Indonesia, Papua New 
Guinea and Timor-Leste; and the provision of in-country training and technical support by the regional 
team to eight country offices – the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Papua New Guinea, the Philippines, Timor-Leste and Viet Nam.  
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The Regional Rapid Response Roster for emergency surge support was revamped, increasing the 
availability of experts from 53 to 107 roster members in all UNICEF functional areas for rapid deployment. 
Cambodia, Myanmar, the Philippines and Viet Nam received technical and financial support from EAPRO, 
as well as from FAO and WFP, to conduct policy assessments and develop implementation plans to scale 
up national shock-responsive social protection systems. The regional emergency network meeting 
contributed to building the capacities of 17 emergency specialists and focal points from 13 country offices 
in the region, with a focus on disability programming in humanitarian action. The Regional Emergency 
Technical Team (ROETT) and Regional Emergency Management Team were established in February 2019, 
strengthening regional preparedness and providing coordinated support to country offices. The ROETT 
met 5 times for regular coordination meetings and focused on providing coordinated support for Country 
Offices preparedness and concerned ROETT members were called upon for coordination and support 
around specific emergency responses such as the Mindanao Earthquakes (Oct 2019) or the Pacific Measles 
emergency (Nov-Dec 2019).  

Collaboration was enhanced on priority areas of humanitarian action: funding and technical support were 
provided deploy a long-term protection specialist with expertise in disability inclusion and psycho-social 
and mental health, and a Social Protection expert with expertise in Humanitarian Cash Transfer. UNICEF 
also provided senior management and country offices with security analysis of events with humanitarian 
implication and provided tailored support to strengthen emergency preparedness to respond to imminent 
disasters. To strengthen the humanitarian and development programming in countries, in -country 
mission and remote support provided to Indonesia and Timor-Leste integrating risk during the programme 
development. Financial and technical support was provided to Viet Nam to strengthen national policies 
and plans to be risk informed. 

Under the regional partnership with ASEAN, UNICEF together with UNFPA and UN women provided 
capacity building support of more than 15 participants from AHA Center Executive Programme on topic 
related to vulnerabilities and needs of children and women in emergencies. The training content 
highlighted inclusion of children and women during rapid assessment and all phases of emergencies. In 
2019, in collaboration with the Regional Evaluation Section and Education Section, an evaluation on DRR 
in Education has been conducted to identify strategic approaches to integrate DRR in education and 
country case study has been developed for cross country and cross regional learning. EAPRO fostered 
regional partnerships with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, the Inter-Agency Standing 
Committee and Children and Youth Major Group strengthening joint and integrated regional 
humanitarian action for children. In preparation to Asia Pacific Ministerial Conference on DRR 2020, 
EAPRO facilitated the country consultations with children and youth in Asia Pacific countries together with 
Plan, Save the Children, World Vision and UN Major Group for Children and Youth. 

Normative principles 
Significant progress on child rights included ratification of the Optional Protocol to the CRC on the 
Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict by Myanmar and Tonga’s first report to the Committee on the 
Rights of the Child. Myanmar’s Child Rights Law was enacted, increasing the age of the child to 18. EAPRO’s 
contribution to advancing child rights agenda in the region, including providing inputs on CRC General 
Comments on children’s rights in the child justice system and in the digital environment as well as 
providing support to Japan to prohibit corporal punishment in all settings and Singapore to increase the 
minimum age of criminal responsibility. 

In 2019, EAPRO published the first of its kind, regional quantitative assessment of gender inequality and 
its impact on girls and boys in Asia Pacific. The four sub-regional gender data reports (East Asia; Pacific) 
illustrate gender disparities in child outcomes and how gender inequality manifests for girls and boys 
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across countries in Asia Pacific. The publications were launched jointly with seven UN agencies and PLAN 
International at the high-level ministerial meeting of the Beijing 25 Review in November 2019, supported 
by a side-event (Girls Count), a social media campaign, and an op-ed by RDs (Thomas Reuters). 

In 2019, EAPRO conducted analysis to understand girls’ digital realities and to develop a mobile phone 
application that works for them, given their specific situation of access and connectivity, and that 
promotes a major breakthrough regarding a gender-related discrimination: to transform the taboo and 
stigma of menstruation. EAPRO also explored opportunities for online sexuality education for young 
people, to complement the in-person CSE education in schools, in terms of supporting groups in this 
emerging eco-system, through technical and technology advice, safeguarding guidance, impact 
measurement tips, etc. Another innovative approach is to foster girls’ tech and social entrepreneurship, 
via tweaks to UNICEF’ UPShift model and digital skills curricula approaches. EAPRO is also looking into 
utilizing Big Data to understand the Gender Digital Divide for under 18-year-old and to help shape 
interventions to close the digital divide between girls and boys and ensure gender equal opportunity in 
the skills-to-work transition. 

To end violence against women and girls, EAPRO coordinated UNICEF engagement and supported Timor-
Leste, Papua New Guinea, and Pacific Islands offices to access the EU-UN Spotlight initiative, and guided 
programme development and implementation planning. Together with EAPRO Health Section, a Situation 
analysis on adolescent health from a gender perspective was completed, and ‘promising practice’ 
programme examples documented and disseminated.  

EAPRO continues to provide technical guidance, quality assurance and analysis to support gender 
integration into programming in the region; tracking performance and providing concrete and practical 
recommendations for accelerating progress. EAPRO provided particular advisory services and in-country 
support to the Gender Programmatic Reviews in Lao PDR and Myanmar. Gender coaching and capacity 
building was continued in 2019, including through tailored gender training workshops in Lao PDR, Viet 
Nam, Myanmar, and Indonesia. 

Influencing global/regional discourse and policy 
In commemoration of the 30th Anniversary of the CRC, ASEAN and UNICEF launched Children in ASEAN: 
30 years of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The joint publication celebrates the achievement of 
the 10 Member States on child rights over the last 30 years and explores what the next 30 years might 
look like for children in ASEAN. Through both advocacy and technical assistance to the ASEAN sectoral 
bodies and Member States, significant political statements and commitments were secured, which 
provides a framework for national and regional action: the ten recommendations in the Children in ASEAN 
report were reflected in the Joint Leaders’ Statement on Reaffirmation of Commitment to Advancing the 
Rights of the Child during the 35th ASEAN Summit. The Heads of State also adopted two key child 
protection Declarations -  Declaration on the Protection of Children from all Forms of Online Exploitation 
and Abuse in ASEAN; and the ASEAN Declaration on the Rights of Children in the Context of Migration.  
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LESSONS LEARNED 

Health and Nutrition 
Declining attention to immunization issues remained one of the challenges in some countries.  2018-
2019 witnessed resurgence of polio and measles outbreaks globally and in the region reflecting falling 
immunization coverage and missed pockets of population. Vaccine hesitancy also resulted in low 
coverage. The outbreaks stretched the struggling health systems and diverted resources away from the 
system support. Polio outbreaks are considered a wakeup call and draws the attention of governments to 
the most vulnerable population and communities. More focus is needed on middle income countries 
where much was invested in the health system, yet disparities still exist. 

For overweight prevention, we have learnt important lessons on how regional office management, 
country office partner support and momentum for a new area can be built through dissemination of 
evidence and strategic direction with a clear narrative, and through ongoing dialogue. EAPRO has also 
seen the importance of publicly positioning UNICEF as engaging on overweight through events such as the 
PMAC conference child overweight session, UN and ASEAN meetings, a media strategy for disseminating 
evidence such as the ASEAN report on the double burden of malnutrition and our Triple Trouble 
publication. SMQ reporting shows how the number of countries working on overweight has gone from 0 
to 9 in one year. 

UNICEF health systems support for nutrition interventions needs to go beyond policies and training to 
ensure effective delivery of nutrition-specific interventions at scale. Training with no subsequent 
monitoring and establishment of services results in rapid loss of knowledge acquired from training and 
lack of sustained skills in delivery of services, often leading to poor service delivery or none at all and need 
for repeat training. Face to face training is expensive and results in low coverage. Innovative training 
methods including online modules for refresher training and support for pre-service education is required 
at country level, and a much stronger overall systems strengthening approach covering all health system 
building blocks. 

Clear guidance on working with the food industry and plan to build stronger capacity in understanding of 
conflicts of interest will be pursued in 2020. EAPRO has observed that the challenges of private sector 
interference and policy inertia are very real in the region, and that a political economy analysis is needed. 
We’ve also seen how innovation in approaches and partnerships is imperative for this new area of work 
on overweight, for example working with AI companies for digital scans of marketing of unhealthy food 
to children, and working with non-traditional SBCC channels such as food bloggers, celebrity chefs and 
other influencers and using social media channels.  

Education 
Among the stakeholders in the EAP region, there has been a clear understanding that education sector 
management, governance and coordination are often ineffective and/or inefficient, and thus, system 
strengthening is seen as a key solution to ensuring equity, quality and learning in education. Most, if not 
all, countries and regional partners/entities have been making more investments in the following areas: 
(i) identification of and support to out-of-school children and adolescents, through generating 
data/evidence on the profiles of those vulnerable populations, key barriers they face and effective policies 
to leverage changes; (ii) enhance education data and statistical systems to improve the collection, analysis 
and utilization of data/evidence, with equity focus, to effectively monitor the sector performance in the 
context of SDG4; and (iii) promote equity principles in education sector analysis, planning, budgeting and 
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financing through strengthened institutional capacity, advocacy for pro-poor policies, and inter-sectoral 
collaboration. 

Collaboration with regional entities/institutions (ASEAN, SEAMEO) and partners (UNESCO, UIS, KEDI, GPE 
etc.) have been effective but require significant investment in staff time. Partnership and collaboration 
with World Bank and ADB need to be further explored with strategic entry points/common areas of 
interest. Cross-sectoral work need to focus on more effective and strategic support to countries. In that 
sense, the multi-country review on EMIS (co-led by RO PPM and Education with inputs from HQ DAPM 
team as well as external partners such as UNESCO/UIS) was a successful example as they benefited 
multiple layers of expertise and process was linked to strategic opportunities at country level (e.g. 
preparation of the sector plans, funding from World Bank/ADB etc.). 

Emergency preparedness 
There has been significant effort on strengthening emergency preparedness of UNICEF for timely and 
efficient response. Within the preparedness planning exercise, a greater emphasis is required on 
integration of cross-cutting issues on gender-based violence in emergencies and PSEA, disability and 
accountability to affected population.  In the EAP context, emergency response capacity of UNICEF and 
partners, especially in the middle-income countries is limited, especially where government have 
supposedly sufficient capacity to deal with emergencies by themselves a tailored based support would 
help strengthening a fit for purpose programming in such context. 

While national authorities have increasing capacity to manage emergencies, UNICEF needs to adapt its 
approach to support emergency response within those countries. At the regional level limited capacity 
limits EAPRO’s capacity to provide tailored based support to country offices. In EAP countries, the 
approach of risk informed programming has been fragmented and differs in each country. Limited 
understanding risk for children and addressing those risk and vulnerabilities remains as a major gap. The 
approach of risk informed programming should become a regional priority and with increased coherence 
in approaches between Climate Change, DRR and Social Protection streams. 

Under the ASEAN-UN Joint Strategic Plan of Action on Disaster Management (JSPADM), UNICEF has been 
working with other agencies in building the capacity of ASEAN Executive Committee (ACE) members. 
Stronger engagement with ASEAN/AHA center is required to develop capacities of ERAT members on 
identifying and responding to needs of children in emergencies. There is a greater need to establish 
UNICEF’s internal information management system to collect disaster impact and investment data on 
children that would inform actions for early actions and targeted preparedness. There are opportunities 
for regional advocacy to UN agencies to strengthen regional disaster data disaggregated by children. 
Increased investment on knowledge management at CO and RO is required to strengthen the spectrum 
of disaster management at regional and country level through various means including webinars, 
collaboration sites and network meetings. 


