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Demographic and Social indicators

** Sources: Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (2005), * Population and Housing Census (2004) 
Best Estimates of Social Indicators in Sierra Leone 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION Total Urban Rural East North South West Male Female 
Population (2005) (*) (Mi) 4.97   1.18 1.74 1.07 0.94   
   % of Infants (*) 3.2   3.3 3.2 3.4 2.7   
   % of under-fives (*) 15.3   15.5 16.1 16.5 11.9   
   % of Women (15-49 years) (*) 25.3   24.9 25.0 24.7 27.2   
Annual growth rate (*) 2.0         
Proportion population under 15, % (*) 42   41 45 42 37   
Proportion population under 18, % (*)  48   47 51 48 44   
Life expectancy at birth, in years (**)  46       45 47 
HIV+ prevalence rate (%) 1.5 2.1 1.3       
Gross Nation Product $200         
          
INFORMATION ON CHILDREN AND 
WOMEN 

         

Infant Mortality Rate/1,000 LB 170 125 178 199 152 185 94 184 154 
Under-five mortality Rate/1,000 LB 286 209 299 333 257 311 152 302 268 
Maternal Mortality Rate /100,000 LB (**) 1,300         
Fully immunisation coverage (12-23mo) 53.6 55.0 53.2 49.5 53.6 57.6 52.4 55.3 51.9 
Underweight prevalence Wt/age % 31 23 33 34 34 27 21 32 30 
Wasting prevalence -  Acute malnutrition 
Wt/ht % 9 7 9 12 9 6 9 10 8 

Stunting prevalence - Chronic malnutrition, 
ht/age, %  40 32 42 39 44 39 28 41 38 

Exclusive breastfeeding for 6 months, %,  8 8 8 7 12 3 3 7 9 

% of under-fives sleeping under an ITN          

ORT Use (%) rate for under-fives 60 77 55 67 55 58 79 59 62 

Net  attendance rate primary school 69 85 63 72 63 68 89 69 69 

Net Primary School Completion Rate          

Youth Literacy rate (15-24 years) Females, % 25 57 9 21 15 20 68   

Percentage of Orphans (one or both parents)  11 12 11 15 11 9 9 11 11 

Birth Registration rate 48 62 44 45 29 72 67 48 48 

Child labour (5-14 years) 48 28 57 42 56 50 28 49 48 

Percentage of FGM women (15-49 yrs) 94 86 97 97 97 94 81   

          
INFORMATION ON HOUSEHOLDS          
Usage of  improved drinking water sources, 
% of population 47 84 32 52 30 46 87   

Access to improved sanitation facilities, % of 
population 30 64 17 20 22 32 71   

Prevalence of diarrhoea, % 14 15 14 14 18 11 11 15 14 
% of households with mosquito nets          
          
          


