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Children & Water: West and Central Africa
	DRINKING WATER COVERAGE (% population)
	1990
	2002
	2015 projected

	Total 
	48
	58
	68 (74 MDG target)

	Rural
	34
	45
	56

	Urban
	78
	78
	78

	SANITATION COVERAGE (% population)
	
	
	

	Total
	29
	35
	41 (65 MDG target)

	Rural
	20
	24
	28

	Urban
	49
	52
	55


Challenges
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In this region, access to safe water and sanitation are among the lowest in the world – contributing to the highest child mortality rate on earth. Diarrhoea rates in children under five are 28 per cent higher than in Eastern and Southern Africa. A child born in this part of Africa is over 500 times more likely to die of diarrhoea than a child in the industrialised world. Meeting the MDG target for  water and sanitation will mean reaching around 72 million with safe water (78 per cent in rural areas) and 115 million people with basic sanitation (66 per cent in rural areas). Currently, over 80 per cent of those without access to safe water supply live in rural areas, encouraging the drift to towns. More than 35 per cent of rural water systems are not working, which can increase operating costs by up to half.  Well over two thirds of schools across 75 per cent of the region do not have adequate water and sanitation facilities for girls and boys, keeping children out of school and draining investment in learning.
UNICEF/ HQ97-1189/Pirozzi: SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE,  A nine-year-old boy, Edison, drinks water running from an outdoor tap into his cupped hands, at a water point near the village of Boa Marte on the island of Sao Tome.
Priority countries

· Nigeria and the Democratic Republic of Congo contain most of the region’s water and sanitation deprived people.
· Niger, Chad, Burkina Faso and Mali combine high rates of diarrhoea with poverty and poor girls’ attendance in school. 
Progress and innovation

· Nigeria is developing a strong national and district level water and sanitation programme, with a high level of committed funding.  Government plans are now focused on finding resources to meet MDG targets. 

· Senegal has pushed hard to increase its safe water access, including a handpump maintenance programme and training manuals on hygiene for teachers. Dakar hosted the 2004 Global Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Forum.  
UNICEF in action

Across the region UNICEF's water, sanitation and hygiene work focuses on encouraging investment in water, developing better water policies and planning and extending the reach of effective community projects.  To bring the regions’ water, sanitation and hygiene access up to Milllennium Development Goal targets, UNICEF and its partners have provided hygiene training materials in local languages to teachers in Burkina Faso, promoted water monitoring and maintainance systems in Guinea and developed a national sanitation policy in Benin. UNICEF supports water and sanitation research, data analysis and monitoring and evaluation, and leads the relief drive in during conflicts and natural disasters to restore safe water and hygiene to families.
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