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Children & Water: South Asia
	DRINKING WATER COVERAGE (% population)
	1990
	2002
	2015 projected

	Total 
	70
	84
	98 (86 MDG target)

	Rural
	64
	80
	85

	Urban
	89
	94
	99

	SANITATION COVERAGE (% population)
	
	
	

	Total
	17
	35
	53 (59 MDG target)

	Rural
	5
	23
	59

	Urban
	50
	64
	78


Challenges
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South Asia has made dramatic progress to increase access to safe water and is on track to meet its MDG target, but sheer population density means the region is home to one quarter of all people in the world drinking unsafe water. And staggeringly low sanitation coverage – lower even than sub-Saharan Africa - remains the region’s biggest public health threat. Less than one in three south asians have even the most basic toilet. Significant disparities exist both between and within countries.  Some countries in the region have among the lowest sanitation coverage in the world – 27 per cent in Nepal and 30 per cent in India, for example – but coverage climbs as high as 91 per cent in Sri Lanka. In schools, sanitation facilities are woefully inadequate, far more so for girls than for boys. Contamination of groundwater by chemicals has also emerged as a huge problem.  In many areas, arsenic and fluoride contamination are threatening to reverse the gains made in providing safe drinking water. Unsafe levels of arsenic have been detected in Bangladesh, India, Nepal, and Pakistan. Rural dwellers suffer most, usually relying on unprotected and poorly chlorinated water sources. 
UNICEF/ HQ00-0945/LeMoyne: AFGHANISTAN: A boy collects water at a Mark II handpump provided by UNICEF, near the town of Laghman in the province of the same name.
Priority countries

· Afghanistan has the world’s lowest access to safe water and the third-lowest access to basic sanitation. 

· Sanitation in India, Nepal and Bangladesh, particularly rural sanitation, is a high priority. One study in Bangladesh indicated that a separate toilet could increase the number of girls in school by as much as 15 per cent. These countries also need support to mitigate the deadly effects of arsenic and fluoride contamination of groundwater.  

Progress and innovation

· During the last several decades, the efforts of the government, NGOs, and donor agencies succeeded in creating a ‘water miracle’ in Bangladesh.  A combination of three strategies enabled over 95 per cent of rural households to access clean drinking water: use of tube wells, a sustained public-sector campaign encouraging people to shift from contaminated surface water to ground sources, and the widespread introduction of hand-pump technology.

UNICEF in action

UNICEF is working to strengthen local government structures in several South Asian countries to ensure the community participates in decision making about their own water supplies. Across the region, UNICEF works to meet water and sanitation needs of refugees and returnees, supports water and sanitation facilities for schools and reconstructs and rehabilitates water systems.  In Bangladesh, UNICEF is working to establish local water an sanitation committees; in Afghanistan, to help the government develop water technologies for national reconstruction.  In countries where arsenic or flouride in groundwater is an issue, UNICEF is working with governments to help families find alternative, safe water sources, monitor contaminant levels in existing wells and mitigate the harmful health effects on children and their families.
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