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Children & Water: East Asia and the Pacific
	DRINKING WATER COVERAGE (% population)
	1990
	2002
	2015 projected

	Total 
	72
	78
	84  (86 MDG target)

	Rural
	61
	97
	75

	Urban
	97
	92
	87

	SANITATION COVERAGE (% population)
	
	
	

	Total
	30
	50
	70 (65 MDG target)

	Rural
	16
	35
	54

	Urban
	65
	72
	79


Challenges
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Although regional access to safe water averages at 78 per cent, around 418 million people are still going without. Efforts to increase water supply have struggled to keep up with population increase, with coverage rising only 6 per cent from 1990 to 2002.  An estimated 187,000 children still die from diarrhoea each year in the region and at least 26 million school-age children suffer from heavy intestinal worms infections. Cities are better served than rural areas; cities in 11 countries have water coverage above 80 per cent, while in some rural areas coverage is as low as 29 per cent.  China’s cities are the exception – coverage there has fallen under the pressure of urbanization.  Sanitation is also a major public health concern.  Despite a 17 per cent rise in access since 1990, approximately 957 million people still have no toilets – half the region’s population. Almost half a billion more people will need to get basic sanitation services in the decade ahead to meet the MDG sanitation target. Arsenic contamination in groundwater is an emerging problem, with six countries affected so far (Cambodia, China, Lao PDR, Mongolia, Myanmar and Viet Nam) and more than 3 million people at risk in China alone.
UNICEF/ HQ02-0580/Holmes: LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC: A boy from an ethnic minority community bathes with water collected at a handpump, in the remote north-western province of Luang Namtha.
Priority countries

· China’s sheer population size, lack of sanitation, the pressure of large-scale urbanization and growing water-quality problems make it a priority for action. Almost 725 million people in China lack even a basic latrine.  Untreated human waste, naturally occurring arsenic and fluoride, and industrial and agricultural growth are increasingly threatening water supplies. 

Progress and innovation

· In the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, piped water service is deteriorating due to aging infrastructure and an inadequate national budget for water treatment and maintenance. In response, UNICEF has piloted gravity-fed water supply systems which in 2005 provided an additional 300,000 people with improved quality and quantity of safe drinking water. 
UNICEF in action

UNICEF’s work in water, sanitation and hygiene in the region ranges from working with policy makers to increase investment into the water and sanitation sectors to bringing safe water to schools, health centres and communities and responding to emergencies. In tsunami devastated Aceh, UNICEF provide drinking water to camps and are rebuilding water treatment plants and piped distribution networks, restoring safe water to over 370,000 people. Schoolchildren’s health is a particular priority; UNICEF has built latrines and handwashing facilities in over 600 schools in China and helped the government de-worm school age children in Timor Leste.  Arsenic mitigation has also become increasingly important; in countries like Myanmar UNICEF is helping the government test for arsenic contamination and dig deep tube wells to provide arsenic-free water in affected areas.  
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