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WHAT YOUNG PEOPLE ARE SAYING ABOUT...

THE CONFLICT INIRAQ

For more than three months, discussions of a potential conflict in Iraq have dominated Voices of
Youth's message boards. With often over 50 new postings a day, young people are using Voices of
Youth to express their fear, support, opposition, relief and frustration at war. Is there a choice? Are
there times when war is justified? Who will keep the children safe? What can we do?

OVERVIEW
Young people clearly understand the complexity of the debate around the conflict in Irag. In addition
to exploring the rights and wrongs of war fundamentally, participants also brought in questions of

nationalism, history, security, family, globalization, and the

long term consequences of both action and inaction. “War is going to have a huge
impact on all of the world not only
in the middle east. Thousands of
innocent men, women and children
are going to be killed. The children
of Iraq are going to suffer the most.

Participants reminded each other of the pains that come with
war, the particular vulnerability of children and women and that
every life counts—no matter how small or young. They all

agreed that war is frightening, and spoke of fear for their own ...The children have done nothing
lives, those in Iraqg, and the soldiers fighting abroad. Many wrong, and in the end they will end
young people stated that war only begets war, and called on up paying the ultimate price."

their leaders to remember that "two wrongs do not make a -Young girl, 16, Australia

right"; they asked for acceptance, understanding and peace.

"Maybe everyone should stop Participants also debated whether, in this case, war was justified.
being so cynical and actually Young people, primarily from the United States and the United
believe that as free people in a Kingdom, argued that Saddam Hussein was more of a threat than
free world we have a duty to war, and recalled historical cases such as the Holocaust to

ensure freedom for all. ...War is

T g e g ey support their call for action. They explained that it is the duty of

¥ A o the globa!l community to ensure the freedom of the Iraqgi people
save the children of Irag, just as and thus "leave the world in a better state than when we entered
we'd want to be saved if the it." (young girl, 16, UK)
positions were reversed."
-Young girl, 16, UK | Despite the fact that participants on Voices of Youth have been
unable to reach a consensus on the proper course of action, they
have demonstrated unequalled patience and acceptance of their differences of opinion—and kept the
peace amongst themselves on the board.

Following is an overview of young people's thoughts, reflections, and suggestions as posted on
Voices of Youth's Children & War discussion board.

Please note, that youth from certain regions were not very active on this board, explaining the
absence of quotations from some regions in this summary.
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"BUSH VS SADDAM"

Young people on Voices of Youth see the conflict in Iraq as a struggle primarily
"Sudamm is guilty between President Bush and Saddam Hussein, and less as a global or

for starting it and collaborative fight. Many of the discussions thus revolved around praise or

our govt'is guilty criticism for President Bush (and occasionally Tony Blair).
for continuing it..."

“Young g"lblsii Supporters of the Bush administration's actions give the US President credit for

"fighting for the freedom of others all over the world, [battling] injustice and
[stopping] the terror that is Saddam reigning over the world..." (young

girl, 20, USA) "Yo creo que el
presidente de Iraq y el
Those against the war, however, see President Bush's actions as presidente Bush se
unnecessarily aggressive, and ask: "What is the cause of georges deben dar la mano y traer
agressive “diplomacy”. Iraq is cooperating with UN inspectors and la paz entre los dos
ligiudating their rockets. So WHY george want's war? STOP HIM! paises y se vuelva la paz
DEMONSTRATE AGAINST WARI!!" (young boy, 17, Slovakia) L
agan mes guerras.
: ; ; " e -Young boy, 10,
Still others blame both sides, calling the war a "competition" to see \9ene);uela

which country is better, and hold both Saddam and Bush accountable.
In this light, participants ask Bush and Saddam to work out their own issues and foster peace, as they
hold the power in their hands.

IS WAR THE ONLY OPTION?

The most consistent question put forth by young people from both sides of the debate is whether or
not war is the only option. Young people turned to feelings of solidarity with the Iraqi children,
historical examples, concern for safety, and a need for tolerance and understanding when trying to
establish the necessity for aggressive action.

Solidarity: Participants on Voices of Youth identify strongly with the Iragi children. Those who support
the conflict in Irag call on the world to free the children from the
oppression that is Saddam Hussein, and give them access to the same
liberties and freedoms they feel they enjoy.

"If they see all the dead
bodies and they have to
run away from their
homes with parents, or if

they lose their family, it Still others speak of the fear and anxiety this war causes children. They
can be big psychic remind us that children "bear the main burden" of war, and speak of the
trauma for them." psychosocial consequences of war and its impact on family: "How | felt

-Young girl, 18, Slovakia | about the war is angry because there are dads in the war. If they die,the
kids will never be able to see their dad. People care about their family
and then if their dad dies they wouldn't have a dad. | wish that we can live in peace and stop having
the war." (young boy, 10, USA)

History: Young people evoke historical references to argue both

the need for action and for inaction. “isn't it better to die acheiving
something - fighting for right,
Participants speak of the Holocaust as a prime example of the than dying in your bed having

. ) . . to explain to your
need for war. They feel that when the international community did grandchildren that you stood

not act in the 19305, that it had shirked its duty and was in turn by and did nothing to free the
responsible for innumerable deaths. In turn, they call on their oppressed people of Irag.”
leaders not to sit back and do nothing, but to take action now to -Young girl, 16, UK
ensure the Iragi people's freedom.
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Others counter with the historical examples of
Czechoslovakia and Viet Nam to show that war is not always
necessary, that its outcomes cannot be assured, and that the
motives behind the war are not always clear: "this is a war for
power, money and oil, not a war for peace because peace
doesn't happen through war." (young girl, 17, Malaysia)

"But i think that there are better ways
to resolve world's problems than the
war is. For example Czechoslovakia
was divided without the war. It was
resolved on policy level. You must be
willing to do it this way, because
everything is possible. "

-Young boy, 17, Slovakia

Safety: Safety from violence is also used to support both sides.

Young people feel that this war could prevent future wars, and ward off further attacks, by removing
what they see as a clear threat to global safety. "what happen in the United States to the Twin Towers
can happen anywhere and he [Tony Blair] thought it best to try to remove a bad seed (who has killed
his own people) then to let something like that happen in your country.” (young girl, >21, ?)

Yet other participants argue that "another war will just lead to many more
wars, which result to more children in war!" (young girl, 15, Canada). They
feel that war cannot lead to peace, and that "there are no winners in watr,

"l always cry... for the
young people of war
ravaged nations
because there would

everyone are losers." (young boy, 15, New Zealand) dofinitels b ot
elinitely be no ftuture

for them after the
war."
-Young boy, 19, UK

All young people worry about how this conflict would affect children's
dreams and aspirations. They worry that without a war, terrorist attacks
and possible nuclear conflict would prevent them from continuing their
education or keeping their health.

Participants also are concerned about the impact on the children's future in Iraq. They talk about the
possibility of children being physically hurt and handicapped, the difficulties of continuing one's
education during conflict, and about the poverty that may come after a war.

WHAT CAN OUR LEADERS DO?

While the majority of recommendations put forth call for an alternative to war, it is significant to note
that both advocates and opponents to war feel that promoting tolerance and understanding is the
most important step for long term peace and stability.

"un llamado de paz en
un mundo de guerras
es el nuevo mensaje
de la juventud como
ejemplo a las
autoridades estado
unidenses que
quieren guerra."
-Young girl, 16,
Dominican Republic

Tolerance: "Cual es la educacion que vamos a recibir ?nosotros
necesitamosamor mas quenada la guerra no es buena porque el odio hacia
otros paises crece y crecemos con la idea de somos diferentes pero no
sabemos gque cada uno de nosotros somos iguales." (young boy, 14,
Mexico)

Lead by Example: "The way to do this is to lead by example; showing the
people (if not the leader) of Irag good faith and serious aid; showing the the
US is not the enemy. Only that way will they trust us and be willing and able
to overthrow Hussein, if they wish. A powerless and starving people cannot
overthrow their government.” (young girl, 18, USA)

Take responsibility: "yes i agree that the west should own up to what they have done in the world but i
would really like to know where you come form calling mr. saddame a " man of peace", he has done
his share of terror in this world too. No one is perfect in this world and i just think that everyone should
own up to what they have done and try to make up for it" (young boy, 16, Liberia)
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Democracy & Education: "If we must fight a defensive war against Hussein, then we must - and
perhaps, this time, it would be best to remove him from office, set up a truely democratic state, and
help develop and educate the country so that a dictator like Hussein cannot take power again." (young
girl, 18, USA)

WHAT CAN YOUNG PEOPLE DO?
Young people do not see themselves as playing an active part

in the debate surrounding this war. "Us, children cannot do anything
other than wishing and hoping for

Proponents see themselves mainly as passive supporters, those who are more experienced

praying for a swift victory and few lives lost. out there with high authorities

would not misuse his/her

. o authorities and seeing things
Opponents talk of feeling powerless, unheard and marginalized. objectively without other influence

They call on their peers to band together and try and make a T e g e
statement and plead with their leaders to listen and follow their A wishing of
example of peaceful collaboration. war..."

-Young girl, 14, Indonesia

"But you CAN make a difference. Start by looking out for those
around you that are different, those that other people dont like. Become their friends and stand up for
them when others are mean to them.Don't just be the future of the world, be the present!" (young girl,
19, USA)
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UNICEF is deeply troubled over deteriorating conditions for Iragi children

“We're very concerned about reports of deaths and injuries among children and women,” Carol
Bellamy, UNICEF's Executive Director, said. “Such losses are tragic, and they are unacceptable. But
the truth is the world does not have a very clear picture of the humanitarian impact of the fighting.
There is a disturbing lack of focus on the civilian population.”

Bellamy once again urged the parties to abide by their humanitarian obligations under international
law. “I urge the parties to this conflict to make the safety of children a priority,” she said. “I urge them
to do all in their power to protect children’s lives, their health, and their general well-being.”

For more information, please visit UNICEF's Iraq Press Room:
http://www.unicef.org/media/iragpressroom.htm
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