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arin Sham
 Poo is the D

eputy E
xecutive D

irector of the U
nited N

ations C
hildren’s Fund (U

N
IC

E
F). 

 M
s. Sham

 Poo w
as appointed to her present position w

ith U
N

IC
E

F in 1987 after joining the 
organization in 1985 as C

om
ptroller.  A

t present, U
N

IC
E

F has 7,400 staff w
orking in posts in som

e 
126 countries, and total incom

e that am
ounted to U

S$1,672 m
illion in 2003. 

 B
efore joining U

N
IC

E
F, she served as G

eneral M
anager, M

arketing D
ivision and Senior V

ice 
President of the C

hristiania B
ank in O

slo from
 1982 to 1985 after holding several other m

anagerial 
positions w

ith the bank, w
hich she joined in 1962.  She has also held m

anagerial posts w
ith B

ergens 
K

reditbank and A
/S K

jobm
andsbanken in O

slo. 
 M

s. Sham
 Poo has been active in professional, civic, and political organizations, and currently is a 

m
em

ber of the Foreign Policy G
roup, based in W

ashington D
.C

., the W
om

en’s International Forum
, 

the B
oard of D

irectors of the N
orw

egian A
m

erican C
ham

ber of C
om

m
erce, and the B

oard of T
rustees 

and Finance C
om

m
ittee of the N

orw
egian Seam

en’s C
hurch, all in N

ew
 Y

ork. 
 From

 1997-1998 M
s. Sham

 Poo w
as a m

em
ber of the B

oard of T
rustees of the U

nited N
ations 

International School, 1991-1996 she w
as C

hairperson of the U
nited N

ations Secretary-G
eneral’s 

Steering C
om

m
ittee for the Im

provem
ent of the Status of W

om
en in the U

nited N
ations Secretariat.  

M
s. Sham

 Poo w
as form

erly a B
oard M

em
ber of E

uro T
ravellers C

heque, B
russels, representing the 

N
orw

egian B
ankers’ A

ssociation, and a council m
em

ber of the N
orw

egian B
oard of L

eadership 
E

ducation.  She w
as elected D

eputy M
em

ber of the O
slo H

oyre (conservative party) in the O
slo C

ity 
C

ouncil; w
as B

oard M
em

ber of the A
ssociation of B

ank E
conom

ists; and w
as D

eputy M
em

ber of the 
B

oard of the H
andicraft and Sm

all Industries A
ssociation.  A

t C
hristiania B

ank, she w
as C

hairperson 
of the E

m
ployees’ Selection C

om
m

ittee and a m
em

ber of the G
ender E

quality C
om

m
ittee.   

 B
orn in O

slo, N
orw

ay, M
s. Sham

 Poo is a graduate of the N
orw

egian C
ollege of B

anking, w
here she 

earned degrees in econom
ics, law

 and banking. 
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