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The moderate performing countries: 

Indonesia, the Philippines and Viet Nam

Viet Nam, Indonesia, the Philippines lie in the group of moderate performing countries on child survival. These three countries share complex stories of uneven economic development, sometimes violent conflict, the threat of AIDS and – despite noteworthy progress on child survival – still moderately high rates of child and maternal mortality. All three countries are on track to meet MDG 4, having reduced child mortality by 48 per cent or more between 1990 and 2006. But in spite of this achievement, all three also face significant threats to sustaining and deepening these gains.
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Figure 4.1
Classifying South-Eastern Asia’s countries by rates of child mortality
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Source: UNICEF estimates based on the work of the UN Inter-agency Group for Child Mortality Estimation.
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Viet Nam and the Philippines, like Indonesia, show significant inequities in access to primary health-care services and child mortality rates between urban and rural populations; for example, in Viet Nam, under-five children living in rural areas are more than twice as likely to die as those who live in cities. This inequity extends to economic status as well: for example, while Viet Nam has already surpassed its Millennium Development Goal 4 target by reducing its under-five mortality rate to 17 deaths per 1,000 live births, the ratio of child mortality rates between the richest and poorest 20 per cent has increased, signifying that much of the success is due to gains among the more affluent sector of society. Like Indonesia’s indigenous communities, ethnic minorities in Viet Nam and Muslim communities in the southern Philippines have often missed out on many of the benefits of the past decade’s development. Undernutrition remains a cause for concern in moderate-performing countries. In 2006, roughly 30 per cent of children under five in the Philippines were either stunted or underweight; about a quarter were underweight in Indonesia and Viet Nam. Viet Nam is still on track to meet target 2 of MDG 1, which requires halving, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of people who suffer from hunger. However, exclusive breastfeeding for the first six months is low, at 17 per cent, with marginalized communities particularly deficient in nutrition. One of Viet Nam’s rural provinces in the central highlands, Dac Nong, reported a much higher rate of malnutrition than Ho Chi Minh City, with 35 per cent of underfive children underweight in the former and only 10 per cent in the latter.

Other threats to child and maternal survival remain considerable. While HIV prevalence has declined in Cambodia, Myanmar and Thailand, the latest figures from the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS indicate a rising rate of the epidemic in Indonesia (especially in the Papua province) and Viet Nam. Indonesia’s HIV epidemic is among the fastest growing in Asia, while Viet Nam’s number of cases more than doubled between 2000 and 2005. The vast majority of people infected with HIV in Asia-Pacific are unaware of their status. This makes it difficult to launch prevention campaigns and to provide AIDS treatment. Lack of access to HIV testing and counselling, as well as stigma, prevent many from going for help. The burgeoning epidemic has an indirect effect on child survival as well, since infant and child mortality rates are six to seven times greater in parentless households. In Cambodia, for example, the number of orphans grew by nearly a quarter between 1990 and 2005. Twenty per cent of those cases were due to AIDS, which almost doubled between 2001 and 2005.
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Figure 4.3

Poor children across South-Eastern Asia are much more likely to die
before age five than their wealthier peers
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Source: World Health Organization, World Health Statistics 2007, p. 74; and United Nations Development Programme,
Human Development Report 2007/08: Fighting climate change — Human solicarity in a divided world, p. 255.
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Highlight of Viet Nam


			from the State of Asia-Pacific’s Children 2008
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