East Asia and Pacific Regional Consultation on Children and HIV/AIDS


Closing Statement by Dr Peter Piot, UNAIDS Executive Director

Dear colleagues and friends, greetings, as well as sincere apologies for not being here in person.

UNAIDS is very pleased to have been a partner in organizing the East Asia and Pacific Regional Consultation on Children and AIDS, the first high-level meeting focused on children and AIDS in the region. 

This has been a very important opportunity for countries and their partners to begin to put into place concrete plans to ensure that the needs of children and young people are brought to the forefront of efforts to scale up towards universal access the entire range of HIV programmes, spanning HIV prevention, treatment, care and support. 

Scaling up towards universal access is a matter of the greatest urgency because many countries in East Asia and the Pacific face a potentially explosive increase in new HIV infections. 

The only way to prevent this is to move quickly to population-wide access to the full range of life-saving services. And clearly the starting point for getting towards universal access is to give top priority to services for children and young people. 

I congratulate Governments for the work that has already been undertaken in developing national plans and goals for scaling up Universal Access to prevention, treatment, care and support.  Many of you participated in the February meeting in Pattaya and we are very pleased to hear that many national consultations have already taken place in your countries

The “Hanoi Call to Action” provides a framework around which to really accelerate action for children and young people. We owe it to the next generations to ensure that this remains a living document that inspires all of us in our planning and efforts, and results in concrete, full-scale action for children and young people. 

The “Hanoi Call to Action” outlines priorities that must be placed at the core of national universal access plans.  We do not need to set more global goals but rather to develop and to implement plans that reflect the differences from country to country. As the call to action emphasizes, we need to improve our country-level analysis of the situation of children and the impact of HIV if we are to do well in strengthening and scaling up the AIDS response. 

We also need to be deeply committed to eliminating the stigma and discrimination that continue to hobble the AIDS response and stand in the way of getting towards universal access. Bold leadership is the only antidote to stigma and discrimination – and so I look to the leaders of East Asia and the Pacific to intensify public dialogue on AIDS and to demonstrate their support and understanding. We must put an end to the fear and ignorance that continues to shroud this virus. 

Last year, I along with Ann Veneman, UNICEF’s Executive Director, and other partners, launched the “Unite for Children, Unite against AIDS” campaign. This campaign is not about one or two agencies but is a campaign for children. It is based on partnership not just between UN agencies but all organizations. 

This Consultation is also based on this inclusive ethos and we at UNAIDS are very pleased to have been involved. The partnerships between government, civil society, donors and agencies are all vital to building the broad alliance and movement that is a must if we are to defeat this pandemic.

Our collective responsibility is nothing less than to ensure that the coming generations are HIV free. We must work together to fulfill our responsibility.

Thank you.
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