 Interview with Andy Gallant, one of the festival participants:

What has it meant for you to be a member of this festival?

A. It was a fantastic experience, and it was great meeting some really passionate young people who enjoyed what they’d been doing 100%. Having the opportunity to speak with many of them gave a real insight in to the emotions behind their films, which made them all-the-more interesting.

Q. How do you see the role of new media for social change?

A. New media adds to a variety of different ways that young people can make a difference, and it’s all about how you prefer to do it. A video for example can stir emotions in a viewer that other forms of media, such as a newspaper, simply couldn’t. The combination of senses that films can interact with makes them a powerful tool for conveying a message, often with more impact than is possible through other more traditional forms of media.

Q. Why do you think it's important for young people to create media?

A. Media acts as a fantastic way for young people to express themselves – everything from their thoughts and feelings to their dreams and fears. Some people prefer to write, some to draw, and some (like me with no artistic talent) prefer using new media. Creating things like videos and animations provides more ways for young people to get engaged and have their voices heard on topics where they’d normally be excluded.

Q. What kind of tools do you think are most useful?

A. A good team of friends to help you out certainly seems a good place to start! If you can get together with a few mates then you can bounce ideas off each other and develop a project a lot quicker than you could on your own. Unless you know exactly what you want to do and how you’re going to do it, I think this one is a must.

Q. What issues do you feel passionate about? Tell us about your dreams.

A. I personally feel particularly passionate about making sure that young people have opportunities to get their voices heard. I’m a strong believer that decisions affecting young people cannot be made without their full involvement, and that’s why I became so interested in the Showcomotion Festival. To me, any new ways for young people to get their message across are great!

