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Malangani Mahama is a man on a 
mission.

He is making his case before the 
assembly of traditional chiefs, to 
challenge the beliefs of many of the 
elders of his village in Niger.

The village is one of about ten villages 
where a number of families refused to 
immunize their children against polio 
last year. Mahama, is one of 2,400 
religious leaders who have been trained 
to change these families views, ahead of 
an extensive new polio campaign to 
take place in eight West African 
countries.

Health officials have long faced 
difficulties in conservative areas of 
South-Eastern Niger, where many 
parents believe the oral vaccine drops 
will make them impotent or cause other 
disabilities.

SOUNDBITE (Haussa) of influential man 
within the assembly, M. Lamine Mato:
“In our village, people are convinced that 
the vaccine renders children deaf or 
disobedient. It is for this reason that fathers 
refuse to immunise their children. Women 
have never been against the vaccination of 
children.”

Thanks to mobilization efforts, it seems 
that mahama’s village is on the right 
path … polio vaccination is already a 
reality for some of the families. The 
objective is to reach 4.2 million children 
under the age of five throughout Niger.

SOUNDBITE (Haussa), of Mrs Balki 
Garba, a mother of four children.
“Every time there is a vaccination 
campaign, women should bring their 
children for vaccination. Because children 
are tomorrow’s adults and when a child 
gets sick, it becomes a problem for the 
whole family.” 

Shotlist
1. WS. Malangani Mahama, walking 

towards the assembly of village 
elders

2. WS Malangani Mahama, seated 
with village elders

3. MS elders listening.
4. WS assembly listening.
5. MS elder talking
6. CU, Malangani Mahama
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7. WS, mobilizer speaking to 

gathering about polio 
immunization

8. WS, children receiving oral polio 
vaccine

9. CU, child receiving oral vaccine
10. MS, registration fro vaccination
11. MS, children waiting vaccination
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12. MS, Lamine Mato.
13.SOUNDBITE (Haussa), Lamine 

Mato, village elder:
“In our village, people are 
convinced that the vaccine renders 
children deaf or disobedient. It is 
for this reason that fathers refuse 
to immunise their 
children. Women have never been 
against the vaccination of 
children.”

14. WS mobilizer speaking to group 
under a tree

15. CU, child receiving oral vaccine
16. CU, baby on his/her mother’s 

back
17. CU, baby playing with mother
18.SOUNDBITE (Haussa), of Mrs 

Balki Garba, a mother of four 
children.
“Every time there is a vaccination 
campaign, women should bring 
their children for vaccination. 
Because children are tomorrow’s 
adults and when a child gets sick, 
it becomes a problem for the 
whole family.”

19. WS, social mobiliser entering 
home

20. CU social mobiliser, as she is 
discussing polio campaign



UNICEF is also supporting more than 
3,000 community mobilisers to go door-
to-door in these villages – telling 
parents what to accept from the coming 
polio campaign and preparing them to 
accept the vaccination teams into their 
home. 

 

21. MS women listening to social 
mobiliser

22. WS, social mobiliser talking in 
woman’s home

23. CU, baby
24. WS, social mobiliser leaving 

home
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Same as above

Shotlist

Same as above

• Video news 
footage 1

• Running Time 

3:30

Shotlist
1. WS of Sahelian landscape in the village of Kadamari, Zinder region.
2. WS of religious leader Malangani Mahama, walking towards the assembly of 

village elders
3. WS of Mahama, seated with village elders.
4. CU on religious leader Malangani Mahama.
5. MS of elders listening.
6. MS of young men and boys listening.
7. Pan elders talking with religious leader Malangani Mahama.
8. MS of elders listening.
9. CU on a man discussing with religious leader.
10. WS of the assembly listening.
11. CU on the religious leader’s hands.  
12. CU on religious leader M. Malangani Mahama.
13. MS of influential man within the assembly,  Lamine Mato.
14.SOUNDBITE (Haussa), of influential man within the assembly, M. Lamine 

Mato
“In our village, people are convinced that the vaccine renders children deaf or 
disobedient. It is for this reason that fathers refuse to immunise their 
children. Women have never been against the vaccination of children.”

15. WS of women gathered near a water point in the village of Kadamari.
16. WS of Balki Garba, a mother of four children. 
17. MS of Balki Garba, a mother of four children.
18. WS of Balki Garba, 

• Video news 
footage 2

• Running Time 

3:49

Shotlist
1. SOUNDBITE (Haussa), Balki Garba, a mother of four children.

“Every time there is a vaccination campaign, women should bring their 
children for vaccination. Because children are tomorrow’s adults and when a 
child gets sick, it becomes a problem for the whole family.”



2. Zoom out on child sitting on his/her mother’s lap..
3. CU on a baby on his/her mother’s back.
4. SOUNDBITE (French) of Mrs Yahaya Aïbra, Comunication for Development 

officer, Regional Direction for Health, Zinder region:
“Religious leaders are always more listened to than other people because they 
are influential persons.”

5. WS of a social mobiliser, walking in Zinder.
6. WS of a social mobiliser, entering home.
7. CU on social mobiliser’s face as she is discussing with woman.
8. WS of woman listening.
9. CU on woman listening.
10. MS of woman listening (from back).
11. MS of woman and social mobiliser.
12.CU on social mobiliser’s face.
13. CU on wife’s child.
14. WS of a social mobiliser, leaving the home.
15. WS of a social mobiliser, a home and entering another home.
16. WS of village of Ian Kouble, in the district of Magaria.
17. MS of village of Ian Kouble, in the district of Magaria.
18. WS of a male social mobiliser talking to men in the village of Ian Kouble.
19.CU on the male social mobiliser talking to men in the village of Ian Kouble.
20. MS of men listening.
21. CU on a man listening
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22. WS, mobilizer speaking to gathering about polio immunization
23. WS, children receiving oral polio vaccine
24. CU, child receiving oral vaccine
25. MS, registration fro vaccination
26. MS, children waiting vaccination
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