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Behind the peaceful facade of rural
Cambodia, the hidden pain of rape and
violence against women and children.

In the village of Prolet, 17 year old
Phlat is supported by her family and
community, as she overcomes her rape
ordeal.

For six months, Phlat was helped along
the road to recovery, by the Cambodian
Women’s Crisis Centre —a UNICEF
partner.

Another rape victim recovering here, is

Maol. At sixteen, this centre has given

her the chance to study for the first time
in her life.

The Centre is dedicated to helping
women and children who are the
victims of rape, trafficking or domestic
violence.

Home to the fabled Angkor Wat
temples, Siem Reap is the most visited
part of Cambodia, pulling in millions of
tourism dollars. But it remains one of
the country’s poorest provinces, with a
welfare system to match.

In this one district, just two social
workers serve a population of 132-
thousand.

Still, in the countryside, there is
growing evidence of a willingness to
report and prosecute sexual
exploitation, helped among others by
community workers called the
Commune Focal Point for Women and
Children.

More agencies are coming together for
the first time creating a protective
environment, providing hope for
victims like Phlat.

Shotlist
Siem Reap, Cambodia

1. Various, cart in field

2. Wide shot, village of Prolet

3. Med shot, tilt up, Phlat lighting
cooking fire

4. Close up, Phlat

5. Close up, pot on fire

6. SOUNDBITE, (Khmer) Phlat: “I
shut out memories of it, by keeping
myself busy at home. And | have
made lots of friends at school who
help me to overcome this.”

7. Wide shot, Cambodian Women's
Crisis Centre in Siem

8. Med shot, children in centre

9. Wide shot, pan left, women in class
10. Med shot, women in centre (faces
blurred)

11. Close up, Maol (blurred)

12. Med shot, pan left, classroom

13. Close up, whiteboard

14. SOUNDBITE, (Khmer) Maol:

"I want to tell any other victims, they
have to be brave, and remember this is
not your fault.”

15. Various, sewing class at Centre.
16. SOUNDBITE, (Khmer) Ket
Noeun:

“People here used to think domestic
violence was a private matter. But
now many more people know it is the
problem of the whole community.”
17. Close ups, children in centre

18. Various, Angkor Wat Temples
outside Siem Reap

19. Close up, fan

20. Wide shot, social work office

21. Med shot, social worker Phang
Phai

22. Med shot, Prean Chhuon, walking
with man

23. Wide shot, Prean walking

24. Med shot, lifting pot

25. Med shot, Prean meeting with
villagers

26. Med shot, Prean laughing with girl
27. SOUNDBITE, (Khmer) Prean
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Now back at school, and resuming her
life — an invisible victim no more.

Chhuon, Commune Focal Point:
“People are more willing to come to
me to report violence, and then I can
bring in others to help save the
victim.”

28. Wide shot, workers walking over
bridge

29. Wide shot, village

30. Wide shot, baling hay

31. SOUNDBITE, (Khmer) Phlat:
“After the rape | only wanted to die.
But when | started talking to other
victims, | asked “why should I die? |
realized | should live.”

32. Various, children going to school
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Same as above

Shotlist

Same as above

1:55
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1. Various, village of Prolet at home with rape victim, 17 year old Phlat. Sitting

beside her, her mother

2. Various, Phlat with mother lighting cooking fire
3. Various, general shots of neighbours in village, threshing rice
4. Various, general shots in countryside outside village

1:39
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1. Various, activities with children at Cambodian Women's Crisis Centre
2. Various, literacy class for adults and teenagers at Centre

3. Various, vocational training (sewing) class at Centre

4. Various, young children outside on slide in playground
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