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SOUNDBITE:

“Focusing specifically on children the
situation is simply desperate. We know
that the conflict has been going on now
for 12 days and that’s following a
blockade of 18 months.

And the conditions of the children are
simply deplorable. It’s true that it's
affecting both side in terms of trauma
and physical impact but when it comes
to the Palestinian children of Gaza
every day we have children being killed
and injured. Out of 3,000 people being
injured over 1,000 are children and out
of 700 plus people who have been
killed, we have almost 300 children
killed. This is just unacceptable.”

“People need basic life survival
material. Right now 80 per cent of the
population in Gaza is malnourished and
in need of food supply. 80 per cent and
this is in a situation where we only have
three hours a day over the last three
days to provide support so food is
paramount but also basic things like
heating. It's very cold lot of the infra has
been destroyed and water supply and
sanitation is missing and also medicine
but in spite of the fact that so many
children have been killed or injured, just
imagine the trauma of being in a
situation where you cannot get out
because the borders have been closed.
You have a situation where there are
no bomb shelters in Gaza, to speak of.
The UN facilities were not built to suffer
so much bombing so there is just
nowhere to go. Just imagine the trauma
of children hearing bombardment every
day and the guns and windows being
exploded, neighbours being killed, so
the trauma of the children is not only for
the coming days it may be for a
lifetime.”

Shotlist

1. On-camera with Louis-George Arsenault

2:30

SOUNDBITE:

“We have two flights chartered that
have landed yesterday in Jerusalem

Shotlist

Same as above




Video news

and another one is bound for Monday
and this is also major medical supplies
including specialized obstetrics care
including for infants and young children
all the materials that will be needed to
give the support they need in this dire
situation. The problem is that even
though this material is very close to
Gaza—Jerusalem is next door—but it
takes amazing time just to get there
with the crossing and so forth and if we
can negotiate more crossings to be
open then we can accelerate our
response. But we are operating right
now in extreme conditions.”

“We have a fairly good idea of what are
the needs but we desperately need
more resources, especially from
national committees and their donor
partners.”

“What we are aiming at is to ensure
that the ceasefires are increased day
by day not three hours, its just not
enough and we want also to ensure
that there is a durable peace
agreement that will allow all parties to
be able to have access to the
population but a durable peace
agreement is what we are all aiming at.
In the near future what we are looking
at is to be able to have a a set of
activities, life saving but also looking at
the psycho social, the level of trauma in
the population, especially children and
we have full teams ready to be
deployed to go to Gaza. As we speak
we have dozens of people ready to
move in but right now it’s just not
possible.”

“Right now we are revising our
Humanitarian Action Report and the
revised report which will be launched
on this Sunday, in two days is for 16
million dollars which is the new
requirement. The HAR is the tool that
we are using globally to support
countries in crises and this is launched
on an annual basis and we are
reviewing it as the situation evolves on
the ground and we are working with the
country office and Geneva to review
that. And it's been revised upward to
ensure that we have the necessary
resources.”
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