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Legislative Chamber of the Parliament, Tashkent, Uzbekistan
April 7, 2009
Today is a great and special day for Uzbekistan’s children, for a number of major milestones for them are being passed. UNICEF is delighted to be working with you, and looks forward to turning your important legislation into practice for children. 

Parliamentarians can and should be among the foremost champions of children’s rights. They can legislate, oversee government activity, allocate financial resources and, as leaders within their nations and communities, raise awareness of issues affecting children. Today we are taking another step in furthering this work in Uzbekistan through our joint collaboration.
International law has recognized children’s rights since 1924, when the first international Declaration on the Rights of the Child was adopted by the League of Nations. Subsequent human rights instruments – both those of the United Nations and others recognized our inalienable rights not to be victims of violence, abuse and exploitation. These rights are universal – covering men, women and children. 

In recognition of a need for a document that codifies child rights specifically, the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) was adopted by the General Assembly in 1989. It rapidly became the most widely ratified human rights treaty in history, enjoying almost universal ratification. Uzbekistan ratified the Convention soon after independence. 

The CRC advances international standards on children’s rights in a number of ways. It elaborates and makes legally binding many of the rights of children laid out in previous instruments. It contains new provisions relating to children, for example, with regard to rights to participation, and the principle that in all decisions concerning the child, the child’s best interests must come first. It also created an international body responsible for overseeing respect for the rights of the child, namely the Committee on the Rights of the Child, to which Uzbekistan, like all other countries signatory, has submitted reports.
Nearly 20 years after the entry of the CRC into global force we can take stock of the progress we have made. There have been important steps forward; new legislation has been developed, such as the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography and the second protocol on the use of children in armed conflict. We commend the Government of Uzbekistan’s ratification of both.
Our joint Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) shows your Parliament’s solid, long term commitment to the full realization of children’s rights in Uzbekistan. The MOU also enables both our institutions to join forces to advocate at the highest level for the protection of children. The MOU will also allow representatives of the Legislative Chamber and UNICEF to monitor the implementation of laws that are passed and to ensure the ratification of other international conventions that are all about children’s rights. 
UNICEF is committed to action and implementation for children along with our policy work, so it is fitting that the first practical step under our MOU is taking place this morning.  The Resource Centre on Children’s Rights that is being launched today will be instrumental in providing parliamentarians and government officials quality information on emerging child rights issues – and should feed directly into creating sound policy for children. For example, in the context of the global financial crisis, analysis is needed of the impact of this crisis on children and women and how the effects can be mitigated.
Our joint work, today and in the future, will doubtless serve as a shining example for other countries - not only in our region but far beyond it as well, especially as they see how normative work in the areas of legislation and policy can touch the lives of children that most need care and protection. 

Let me conclude by offering my warm congratulations to the Government of Uzbekistan for taking such important steps for children today - and I offer my sincere thanks for your warm and deservedly famous hospitality. I look forward to seeing the fruits of our joint labour and the strengthening of our partnership for children.
