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The Convention on the Rights of the Child

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is the most widely ratified human rights treaty in history.
 

In 1989, word leaders decided that children needed a special convention just for them because people under 18 years old often need special care and protection that adults do not. The leaders also wanted to make sure that the world recognised that children have human rights too. The Convention entered into force on 2 September 1990, in accordance with article 49 and has been ratified by every country, with the exception of two, thus laying the foundation for a world where all children can enjoy their rights to survival, development, protection and participation. It sets forth a wide range of provisions that encompass civil rights and freedoms, family environment, basic health and welfare, education, leisure and cultural activities and special protection measures.
The Convention sets out these rights in 54 articles and two Optional Protocols. It spells out the basic human rights that children everywhere have: the right to survival; to develop to the fullest; to protection from harmful influences, abuse and exploitation; and to participate fully in family, cultural and social life. The four core principals of the Convention are non-discrimination; devotion to the best interests of the child; the right to life, survival and development; and respect for the rights of the child. Every right spelled out in the Convention is inherent to the dignity and harmonious development of every child. The Convention protects children’s rights by setting standards in health care; education; and legal, civil and social services.

By agreeing to undertake the obligations of the Convention (by ratifying or acceding to it) national governments have committed themselves to protecting and ensuring children’s rights and they have agreed to hold themselves accountable for this commitment before the international community. States parties to the Convention are obliged to develop and undertake all actions and policies in the light of the best interests of the child.

The Convention on the Rights of the Child is also the first human rights treaty that grants a role in its implementation to a specialized United Nations agency—UNICEF. Under the Convention, UNICEF has a legal obligation to promote and protect child rights by supporting the work of the Committee on the Rights of the Child and facilitating broad consultations within States to maximize the accuracy and impact of reporting.

While putting the Convention into action is first and foremost a government’s obligation, others, particularly parents, teachers, health workers, scientists, researchers and children themselves have a vital part to play in realizing children’s rights too. Fulfilling, promoting and protecting children’s rights are not abstract causes. It is everybody’s duty to take action.

The Committee on the Rights of the Child

Government’s that ratify the Convention on the Rights of the Child or one of its Optional Protocols must report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child, which is central to the process of monitoring progress made by each by State.

The Committee is made up of 18 experts in the field of children’s rights from different countries and legal systems. They are nominated and elected by States parties but act in a personal capacity, not as representatives of their countries.

Reports to the Committee on the situation of children’s rights in their country are submitted by the State within two years of ratification and every five years thereafter. The Committee has adopted guidelines detailing which information States are expected to give in their implementation reports for the Convention and each of the Optional Protocols. 

In reviewing State’s reports, the Committee looks at how well governments are setting and meeting the standards for the realization and protection of children’s right as outlined in the Convention and the optional Protocols. At the end of the review process, the Committee drafts concluding observations, which are public documents that include recommendations for action. 

Non-governmental organizations also play a major role in raising public awareness about the Convention and its goals. The Convention acknowledges these contributions by specifically inviting their participation in the reporting and monitoring process,

In carrying out its work, the Committee does not take a confrontational approach but rather seeks to engage States in a constructive dialogue, while encouraging popular participation, with a view to critically assessing the situation of children and encouraging cooperation for implementation of the Convention. The essential aim of the process is not to replace but to strengthen the national capacity to ensure and monitor the realization of children’s rights.

Apart from the examination of States reports, the Committee also undertakes activities towards the promotion of international cooperation among international agencies, donor countries and developing countries. 

Uzbekistan’s Growing Commitment to Children’s Rights
Soon after independence, the Convention on the Rights of the Child was among the very first international conventions ratified by Uzbekistan to guarantee the fulfilment of children’s rights.

The first Report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child was submitted by Uzbekistan in 2002. The Committee made about 40 recommendations based on the Report including ratification of a number of international agreements, adoption of laws on the rights of the child, juvenile justice, the establishment of a National Plan of Action for children and a Children’s Ombudsman.

In 2006 the Committee reviewed Uzbekistan’s second Report
 and noted with appreciation:

· Progress on the implementation of the National Plan of Action based on the recommendations made by the Committee in its first report.

· Drafting of the new law “On the Guarantees of the Rights of the Child”. 

· A plan for the establishment of an Ombudsperson for Children.

The Committee recommended Uzbekistan make every effort to address those recommendations from the Concluding Observations of the initial report that had not yet been implemented and to address the following:

· Complete current legislative efforts with a view to bringing the law into compliance with the provisions of the Convention (by adopting the national law on the Guarantees of the Rights of the Child).

· Ensure adequate financial and human resources for the effective implementation of new laws in accordance with the Convention.

· Develop, in collaboration with civil society, a National Plan of Action for the full implementation of the Convention.

· Mandate a Government body to coordinate all activities related to the implementation of the Convention, and provide it with the necessary human and financial resources.

· Strengthen the role of the Office of the Ombudsperson for the promotion and protection of the rights of the child and ensure it is adequately resourced; strengthen its capacity to deal with complaints submitted by or on behalf of children and to ensure that procedures for dealing with complaints are child-sensitive and easily accessible.

· Develop a comprehensive system for collecting data on all areas of the Convention as a basis for assessing progress and to help design policies with assistance from UNICEF. 
· Strengthen public awareness campaigns on the Convention aimed at children and the general public.
· Train professionals working with and for children at all levels on the principles and provisions of the Convention
· Undertake an in depth study on the root causes and extent of the growing phenomenon of street children in order to devise a strategy to prevent it and to meet their needs.
· Take all necessary measures to ensure that the involvement of school age children in the cotton industry is in full compliance with international laws
· Bring the system of juvenile justice fully into line with the Convention including the establishment of juvenile courts staffed with properly trained professionals.
Highlights
Since the Committee on the Rights of the Child reviewed Uzbekistan’s second report in 2006 major steps have been taken to promote and protect the rights of children who make up some 40 per cent of the Uzbekistan’s population:

· A National Plan of Action for the Well-being of Children 2007-2011 has been developed.
· A landmark law “On the Guarantees of the Rights of the Child”. Introduced in early 2008, it reflects the interests and rights of every child with special protection measures for socially vulnerable children.
· Ratification of ILO Convention 138 on the Minimum Age for Admission to Employment and ILO Convention 182 on the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour 
· Ratification of the two Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, prostitution and pornography and on the involvement of children in armed conflict.

· Introduction of an impressive range of domestic legislation and the establishment of a Children’s Ombudsman.
Uzbekistan is due to make its third report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child in 2010 giving it ample time in which to make progress in implementing its ambitious reform agenda for children.
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� The text of the Convention on the Rights of the Child is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.unicef.org/crc/" �www.unicef.org/crc/�  


� The full report and  the Committee’s recommendations are available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/crcs42.htm" �www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/crcs42.htm�





