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The President of Turkmenistan Saparmyrat Niyazov’s Message to Participants of the Government-UN conference

To the participants of the International Conference “15 years of Independence of Turkmenistan: National and Foreign Policy of Turkmenistan and Co-Operation with the UN”

Dear participants of the conference! Dear friends! I would like to cordially welcome you in the ancient and hospitable land of Turkmenistan and wish you successful and fruitful work of the international conference held on the eve of our national holiday, the 15th anniversary of independence of the country.

Since the first days of its independence the foreign policy of independent and neutral Turkmenistan is an example of active and efficient participation in the international events based on the principles of peaceableness, good-neighbourliness, respect to the sovereignty and territorial integrity of other states, non-interference to their home affairs and mutually advantageous and equal co-operation. Gaining the status of neutrality, Turkmenistan acquired a new vector of development and due to its neutrality it has opened additional prospects for formation its statehood. At present as never before, our economy is rapidly developing. Realisation of large-scale programmes for social development is at a full swing. Turkmenistan has gained its food safety. Our success in spiritual revival of he nation is also great. Such high ideals of neutrality as peaceableness, humanity, tolerance and mutual respect are strengthened in the state and society.

Dear friends! Co-operation with the UN is a strategic direction of the foreign policy of neutral Turkmenistan. One of the main priorities of this co-operation is to keep world peace, security and stable development. Turkmenistan’s joining some UN international conventions directed, first of all, to solution of such global problems as promotion of stability, abolition of non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, struggle against terrorism and criminality and solving of the economic and social problems can prove all this.

Close and multi-lateral co-operation whose main directions of further development have been determined by the UN Framework Programme for assistance to development in 2005-2009 (UNDAF) has been established between Turkmenistan and the UN agencies. Moreover, being directed to achievement of the Millennium Development Goals adopted by the UN they coincide with the national priorities and interests of Turkmenistan stated in the National Strategy of Economic, Political and Cultural Development of Turkmenistan until 2020.

On gaining independence and status of permanent neutrality the position of the state has been greatly strengthened. Turkmenistan has become the most important centre of political and economic co-operation not only in Central Asia but in the entire Asian continent as well. Foreign initiatives of Turkmenistan are supported by foreign states and large international organisations and by the UN first of all.

The initiative of the Turkmen state on establishment in Ashgabat the UN Regional Centre for Preventive Diplomacy approved by the states of the region can serve a vivid example of such co-operation.

In the context of co-ordinated and efficient partnership between our country and the UN it is necessary to stress joint fruitful work of the Turkmen government with the UN specialised institutions and agencies. For some years the state structures and public organisations of Turkmenistan successfully realise joint programmes and projects in collaboration with such organisations as the UNDP, UNICEF, UNESCO and many others.

I have described in detail the main principles of co-operation between Turkmenistan and the UN as well as main directions of the development of this co-operation in the nearest future in my article “Strategic Partnership in the Name of Ideals of Peace and Humanism” published in the second issue of UN Chronicles Journal in 2004. I would like to assure the UN of our country’s readiness for constructive and fruitful cooperation.

Dear participants of the conference! A strong opinion of the Turkmen as of the honest and faithful to the promise and duty people has been formed in the world history. States as well people appreciate them by the same moral criteria. Neutral Turkmenistan will always be faithful to its obligations, keeping peace and good-neighbourliness, mutual understanding and equal partnership with all the states and international organisations.

I believe that the aims set at this conference will be achieved and its results will promote further deepening international co-operation.

I wish you every success and efficient work. 

President of Turkmenistan, Saparmurat NIYAZOV (Source: Turkmen Press Service)
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