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	UNICEF concluded that Macedonia is behind other countries in the region in terms of education. The research shows that children in our country achieve results in reading text with understanding and sciences below international standards.  The information that 30% of children do not understand what they read at all is alarming, officials from UNICEF said, and they locate the reason for this situation in the insufficient investment in the development of education programs and training of teachers, as well as increased poverty. The information of UNICEF also showed that infant mortality in our country is increasing, while on the other hand the health immunization is in the frameworks of world standards. 
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	Child poverty ranks Macedonia among the first countries in the region. This is stated in UNICEF latest report, which takes as parameters the access to health and educational institutions and deprivation of parental care.  Representatives of UNICEF reminded the new Government of the pre-election promise that 5% from the Gross Domestic Product will be allocated for improvement of the education and health care of the children. The information that Macedonia is included in the group of countries which do not take enough care for the children is also confirmed with the fact that only Albania is above our country in infant mortality. The analyses showed that in the past 4 years the number of children younger than 15, who live in extreme poverty, have fallen from 32 million to 18 million, but in spite of this decrease every fourth child in this region still lives in poverty. 
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	Macedonia is far behind the other countries from Southeast Europe in view of education. Our students have results lower than the international standards and this trend is growing every year. As an example, our students are on the last place in the region according to the achieved results in reading and comprehension. UNICEF officials see the reason for this sin the insufficient training of the education sector, as well as the poor equipment of the classrooms with modern education materials. The low economic situation is also a reason for the ever more increasing level of the child protection. The mortality rate of the new-born infants is at 13.2%. In addition the mortality rate of the children under the age of 5 is also worrying - 14.8% in 2004. This percentage is greater only in Albania and Romania
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	Children in Macedonia experience poverty, although according to the report of UNICEF, the percentage of poor children in Macedonia is 6%, as opposed to the 13 in Russia and 30 in Albania. The reasons for poverty are various in different countries, but the roots of the problem lie with the family. The experience speaks that these children further on in their lives have problems with the education and in the other segments of the daily life. The data from the report are parallel to those of the State Statistics Office. Officials from there say that they reported the data to the people in charge of these issues and expect that soon specific measures will be taken in order for the children in our country not to be included any more among the poor. 
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	According to the annual report of UNICEF, the mortality rate of the new-born infants and children under 5, as well as nursing mothers is in continuous drop. Only Croatia is before Macedonia in this category. The picture with the educational system is quite different. According to UNICEF, Macedonia does not comply with the world norms for education, especially regarding the reading comprehension and mathematics, as part of the education program. UNICEF recommended increase of the investments in the education sector, because it is an important part of every society. 
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	Yesterday the Representative of the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) announced that Macedonia is on the top of the countries in Southeast Europe according to infant mortality rates. According to the study, which was presented by Hongwei Gao, representative of UNICEF in Skopje, yesterday, there is one more alarming information: the mortality of the children under 5 years of age increased in relation to the past years. Gao also said that although the material poverty in Macedonia is lower than the one in the other countries in the region, still the number of children, who live with USD 2.15 per day, is much greater than the number of adults, who live under this threshold of the poverty.
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	According to UNICEF infant mortality rate in Macedonia increased to 13,2 per cent in 2004 which places our country on the bottom of the region. The maternal mortality rate in Macedonia increased as well to 12.8 per cent on 100 live births. Under five mortality rate is 14,8 per cent which represents the highest per cent among the countries in the region.

UNICEF Representative called the Government to increase the education budget to 5 per cent because, as she stated" the best investment in the future of Macedonia is investment in children and their education." and quoted parts from VMRO-DPMNE election programme "Rebirth in 100 steps". Although income poverty is  lower than in the other countries in the region still the number of children living with 2.15 USD per day is higher than the number of adults living under this poverty line. Based on Hongwei Gao who launched the Social Monitor 2006 - Understanding Child Poverty, this survey analyses child poverty but not only income poverty. It includes deprivations in health, education, living conditions and family care. "Child poverty is prevalent in families with many children, children in institutions and children without family care." said Gao.
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	Although the material poverty in Macedonia is lower than the one in the other countries in the region, still the number of children, who live with totally USD 2.15 per day, is much greater than the number of adults, who live under this threshold of the poverty. Yesterday this was announced by Hongwei Gao, representative of UNICEF in Macedonia during the presentation of the regional report, titled “Social monitor - for Children Poverty”. According to Gao, this study analyzes the children poverty, not only in a material sense, but also in the fields of the education, health, living conditions and family educating.
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	The quality of the education in Macedonia drastically decreased since 1998. UNICEF report finds out that the achievements of our pupils from fourth grade do not fulfill the international standards. Macedonia is on the last place in the region, because our children do not know to read and to retell a text very well. 

“Macedonia is behind regarding the education in comparison to the other countries from Southeast Europe,” Hongwei Gao, representative of UNICEF in Macedonia, said on the yesterday’s presentation of the regional report “Social monitor - for Children Poverty”. 
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	Infant and under five mortality and maternal mortality increased in the last four years. UNICEF Social Monitor reports that Macedonia achieved progress in these areas till 2002.  However, in 2004 the infant mortality increased for 3% and it is 13.2 on 1,000 live births. Maternal mortality also increased and it is 12,8 % per thousend. According to the information of UNICEF, under five mortality increased during the last couple of years and it was 14.8 in 2004.
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	The number of poor children in our country increases and under five mortality is highest in our sub-region. This is only part of the disturbing data related to our country from the last report of UNICEF. The facts show that children from Macedonia achieve educational results under the international standards and more and more babies and mothers die from year to year. The organization presented the Innocenti regional report, called “Social monitor - for Children Poverty”.
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	Infant mortality in Macedonia in 2004 increased for 13.2 per thousand live births. This figure is concerning, but still the condition in our country in comparison to the countries from the region is not so bad. According to the information from the report of UNICEF, the rate of the mortality of the mothers in Macedonia also increased and it is 12.8% on 1,000 births. Although the material poverty in Macedonia is lower than the one in the other countries in the region, still the number of children, who live with totally USD 2.15 per day, is much greater than the number of adults, who live under this threshold of the poverty. Yesterday this information was announced by Hongwei Gao, representative of UNICEF in Macedonia, during the presentation of the regional report, called “Social monitor - for Children Poverty”. Hongwei Gao, called the Government in Macedonia to increase the budget for 5% in the field of the education.  
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	Although the material poverty in Macedonia is lower than the rest of the countries in the region, still the number of children, who live with USD 2.15 per day, is much greater than the number of adults, who live on the threshold of the poverty. On Wednesday, this was confirmed by Hongwei Gao, Representative of UNICEF in Macedonia, on the presentation of the regional report, called “Social monitor – Child Poverty”. According to Gao, this study does not analyze only the poverty of children from income point of view, but also from the aspect of access to education, health services, living conditions and family.
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	The increase in infant mortality announced at yesterday’s launch of UNICEF report Social Monitor 2006 is due to increase of child birth among women at older age – older than 35, state the pediatricians in the country. There are fewer children born in the country compared to previous years and there are more and more women deciding to give birth in the “risk age” after 35. The gynecologists comment that the patronage service in the villages does practically not exist and this is the reason why rural families don’t have health education which has effects on children’s health.  
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	The author of this text reviews the TV programmes broadcast for children in our country. He states that there is too much violence on  TV screens and different series and cartoons which have negative impact on children’s development. By that, instead of motivating child creativity, the aggressiveness is motivated, with which the possibility of violence is increased. Thus, the author concludes that we should not be surprised from the findings of the latest UNICEF report, according to which the Macedonian pupils are ranked at the last place in the region regarding the achievement of results in reading with understanding.


	TITLE:
	Pupils have Lack of Education, Professors are Worst

	Subtitle:
	Will we “sober up” after UNICEF report? 

	Original title:
	Uchenicite ni se neznajkovci, profesorite se beter – tapa 

	Newspaper:
	Vreme 

	Date:
	20 October 2006

	Author:
	Meri Jordanovska 

	Dimensions:
	700 cm2

	Page No:
	Cover page, 2, 3

	Only 11% of the Macedonian pupils in the primary schools have an everyday access to books, insignificant number of them have access to Internet and only 2% of the children study in adequate conditions for teaching. More than half of the pupils in Macedonia do not have activities connected to computer or visiting a school for foreign languages, sport and music. UNICEF announced the findings of an international research, according to which the Macedonian pupils, together with those in Jordan and Iran, are on the lowest position in the world regarding the understanding during reading. 
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	The day before yesterday UNICEF shocked the domestic public with the report, which showed  that we are a nation with the most illiterate pupils in the region, with the poorest children and with increased loss of children’s lives. The evidence is incredible, but unfortunately it is the truth. Thus, instead to become weak from these kinds of evidences, we must do the thing that the Representative of UNICEF told us to do.

“The best investment in the future of Macedonia is to invest in the children and their education,” Representative of UNICEF, said. 
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	Infant and under five mortality in our country rapidly decreases, above all because of the more modern conditions of hospitalization and the new medications and medical treatments, pediatricians said. Their reaction follows the announcement of the yesterday’s report of UNICEF, in which it was announced that the mortality of the children in Macedonia less than 5 years of age is on the highest level in the region. The officials from the Association of mothers and children agreed with the information from UNICEF and they added that the mortality of the babies is different in each of the Municipalities. 
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	The information of UNICEF showed that only 98 children were adopted in 2004 in our country, which is the lowest number in comparison to the countries in the region. In 1989 253 children were adopted in our country and since then the number decreases constantly. 
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	Our pupils from the Primary schools do no know to read well. They also do not know to retell the read text. At first glance, the information from the report of UNICEF, which are concerning Macedonia are shocking and people refuse to accept them as true. However, far from the mind is to bring their credibility into question. Those are only harsh facts, which luckily refer to the sample of 4,000 tested pupils from Primary schools out of the totally 28,000 pupils in the whole country. Thus, such knowledge had only a small part of the generation, although it is intolerable a pupil from a Primary school to be illiterate. Nevertheless, they would be as such even if they do not go to school at all. 
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	Macedonia does not comply with the world standards in the education, and the Macedonian students show the weakest results in mathematics and reading and comprehension. This is the conclusion from the UNICEF report for child poverty. The Macedonian students take the last place on the ranking of the countries from the region. The results are only half as good as the ones of the countries from Southeast Europe. The statistics of UNICEF coincides with the one from Macedonia. The State Statistical Office says they have notified the authorities of the found data. The representatives of UNICEF sent a message to the government that it needs to invest more in the educational system, because the best investment for children is education.
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