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Context : 

Quality assurance scheme for drugs in place

Increasing use of Medical Devices and Food volumes 

Implementaton of a similar system for Medical 
Devices and Specialised Medical Food

Monique Dory : Coordinator for Medical devices Quality 
Assurance, MSF International

Odile Caron : Coordinator for Specialised Medical Food 
quality Assurance, MSF International

Quality assurance scheme at MSF International
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Nutrition Activity MSF 2005 -2008

N° children treated for acute malnutrition* in MSF projects:

2005   >60,000

2006  120,000

2007  190,000

2008  415,000 
*Includes SAM+MAM+RUF target blanket <3 years

MSF Nutrition activity mapping as of May 2009
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NB: does not include all RUTF used by field projects, ie RUTF sourced 

from local purchase in ô05-ô08 not accounted here. RUTF sourced from 

UNICEF not included.

Trend in RUF Deliveries to Field Projects

MSF: Trends in RUTF and RUSF Field Deliveries (for 2009 YTD)
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GOAL: Diversification of quality assured sources of 
specialized medical foods

Development of detailed product specifications 

Development of a suppliers validation procedure

Definition of a food suppliers validation team

Quality assurance scheme at MSF International
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RUTF Procurement Chain

MSF Supply/Log/Holland 
purchase in Europe

MSF  Country missions local 
purchase

UNICEF 
donations in 

country

MSF Capital 

Warehouse
Projects

Purchaser 

Specification File



9

Technical Specifications for RUTF

Based on 
specifications for 
F-100 therapeutic 

milk
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Elements of  Specification File

GMP

Primary material specs

Additives, partial

Product specifications, incomplete

Safety

Packaging and labeling

Stability studies

Acceptability and Efficacy trials

Certificate of Analysis
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Where to set the specification? 

Crude fibre: used 5 g/100 g maximum:
CAC/GL 08 -1991

Phytate : zinc molar ratio.     No spec
Effects of weaning cereals with different phytate contents on 
hemoglobin, iron stores, and serum zinc: a randomized 
intervention in infants from 6 to 12 mo of age . TLind, B Lönnerdal, 

L-A Persson, et al. Am J Clin Nutr 2003;78:168ï75.

Zinc homeostasis in Malawian children consuming a high-phytate 

maize-based diet. M Manary et al. Am J Clin Nutr 2002;75:1057ï61.

Anti-nutrients: Fibres and Phytates




