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Technical evaluation of the products

• Conducted after each bidding exercise;

• Evaluation criteria are clearly listed in bid 

document;

• Based on comparison of offered product with 

Product specification in bid document;

• Requested documentation must be submitted

– Stability study, CoAs, Acceptability study, etc…

• Samples should be submitted as specified in bid 

document.



• Food product questionnaire 

– Manufacturing site

– Product specification 

• Ingredients/ Standard of raw materials used

• Packaging material (sturdy export quality)

• Pack size 

• Shelf life (stability study)

– Certificate of analysis (raw materials, finished 

product)

– Acceptability study
– (Radiation certificate)

– (Halal certificate)

Process of Technical Evaluation



Technical evaluation - challenges

• Incomplete documentation submitted;

• Samples not received;

• Potential suppliers offer products that 

they are not familiar with.



Challenges with RUTF Product 
Specification (1)

ɆDetails on ingredients not provided

Nutritional composition per 100g of food:

Minerals

Sodium 290 mg max

Potassium 1100   - 1400 mg

Calcium 300    - 600 mg

Phosphorus 300    - 600 mg

Magnesium 80     - 140 mg

Iron 10     - 14  mg

Zinc 11      - 14 mg

Copper 1.4     - 1.8 mg

Selenium 20     - 40 ug

Iodine 70     - 140 ug

Zinc gluconate    C12H22O14Zn



Challenges with RUTF Product 
Specification (2)

1. Source of vitamin & mineral: vitamin & mineral 
premix should be produced by specialized 
companies; 

2. Artificial antioxidants are not permitted, only 
natural antioxidants are allowed in infant food;

3. Artificial flavorings are not allowed in infant 
food;

4. Soy sources are not accepted because of the high 
content of anti-nutrients.



Labeling and packaging 

• UNICEF Requirements on labeling should be followed;

• Commercial name of the product should be kept simple;

• Therapeutic claims should be documented/ supported by 

clinical trials (e.g. RUTF for treatment of SAM in Adults);

• Raw materials listed in order of descending quantities;

• Layout of label given in English and French;

• “Best before date” clearly printed on the sachet;

• Leaflet per carton with detail composition of mineral and 

vitamin premix.;

• Clear pictorial instructions on the label.



Acceptability study

ÅNeeded if major change in recipe;

ÅShould be done on malnourished children 

in typical beneficiary countries. Mothers 

need to be there.



Stability study

• Stability study must be conducted to 

confirm product shelf-life;

• Long-term and accelerated stability 

studies should be provided (see 

WHO guideline on stability testing).



Certificates of Analyses of Raw 

Material

• Certificates of Analysis for each component 

of the vitamin and mineral premix should be 

provided;

• Certificates of Analysis of oil used

should be provided.



Certificates of Analyses of Finished 

Product

• Certificates of Analysis for each 

component of finished product should be 

provided;

• Microbiological testing of finished product 

should be provided.



Product safety

Å Aflatoxin level 5 ppb maximum
Å Micro organism content 10,000 in 1g maximum
Å Coli form test negative in 1 g
Å Clostridium perfringens negative in 1 g
Å Yeast maximum 10 in 1 g
Å Moulds maximum 50 in 1 g
Å Pathogenic Staphylococci negative in 1 g
Å Salmonella negative in 125 g
Å Listeria negative in 25 g

Å RUTF should be free from objectionable matter. It must not 
contain any substance originating from micro organisms or any 
other poisonous or deleterious substances, including anti 
nutritional factors, heavy metals or pesticides in amounts that 
may represent a hazard to health;

Å Pesticides and radioactivityshould be checked once a year in 
finished product;

Å Chronobacter Sakazakiineed to be tested.



Summary

The supplier should provide: 

üFood Questionnaire;

üProduct specifications;

üSpecifications of vitamin and mineral premix;

üSource of vitamin and mineral premix;

üCoA for each component of vitamin and mineral;

üCoA of oil used;

üCertificates of Analysis of microbiological testing of 
finished product;

üStability study;

üAcceptability study;

üSamples/ Packaging material.



Thank you !


