Children’s Forum, Questions & Answers

Q1.
When and where will the Children’s Forum take place?
A1. The Children’s Forum will take place from May 5-May 7, 2002 at the following venues:

Sunday 5 May: UN Secretariat, Conference Room 4, 9.30- 17.00

Monday 6 May: Manhattan Centre, 311 W 34th Street (between 8th & 9th Avenues): 9.00 – 21.00

Tuesday 7 May, Manhattan Centre, 311 W 34th Street (between 8th & 9th Avenues) :9.00 – 17.30

Q2. 
What is the purpose of the Children’s Forum?

A2. 
1. Give an opportunity to child participants to share the recommendations from the preparatory regional meetings and preparatory committee meetings and to further explore the issues of the Outcome Document of the Special Session, ‘A World Fit for Children’;

2. Enable participants to discuss ways in which they, as children and young people, can be actively involved in the implementation and monitoring of the goals as outlined in the Outcome Document;

3. Enable participants to identify constructive ways on how they can influence their governments, UN agencies, NGOs and other decision-makers on programmes designed to benefit children.

4. Prepare children for their participation in the Special Session and supporting events.

Q3. What is the Expected Outcome of the Children’s Forum?
A3. Participants of the Forum will be familiarised with the issues being discussed at the Special Session.  They will be prepared to participate effectively in the various official and supporting events of the Session.  Two participants of the Children’s Forum will present a short overview of the outcome of the Children’s Forum to the opening of the General Assembly of the Special Session on Children on 8 May 2002. 

Q4. Who can attend the Children’s Forum?

A4. The Children’s Forum is a meeting for children. A maximum of two children per government or accredited NGO delegation has been invited to participate.  Only those children who have pre-registered and received confirmation can attend the Forum.

Q5. What will be discussed at the Children’s Forum?

A5. The programme of the Children’s Forum is drafted around the main themes of the outcome document and based on expectations received by UNICEF on children’s pre-registration forms and through the UNICEF ‘Voices of Youth’ web site.  Children have identified seven themes for discussion: Educate every child; Protect children from war;  Promote children's participation and partnership;  Protect children from exploitation, abuse and violence;  Fight HIV/AIDS;  Fight poverty;  and Promote healthy lives and care for children.   

Q6.  How will the meeting be organised?

A6.  Discussions at the Forum will be organised around plenaries, "home group" meetings, and thematic working groups.  Children from each region will form one "home group".  This is where they would find children that speak their language and share common issues.  Each day's meeting will start and end with "home group" meetings.  In the "home group" (region) meetings, children will select their candidates for committees and participants in the various thematic working groups.  They will also discuss networking and follow up in their regions.

Q7. What methodologies will be used at the Children’s Forum?
A7. The Children’s Forum will aim to be highly interactive, will use role-play, drama, small group discussions as well as plenary sessions.  
Q8. Who will facilitate the Children’s Forum?

A8. A group of 24 facilitators, both adults and young people, from different regions will facilitate the meeting.  These are people with skills and experience in facilitating meetings of children. They will be assisted by interpreters and resource persons. 

Q9. How will the final statement of the Children's Forum be prepared? Who will draft it? Who will present it to the GA?

A9. Each regional/home group will nominate three children, except Eastern Europe, which will nominate two children. The 14 kids identified through this process will form the Committee of Rapporteurs.  Each member of this committee will participate in and report on one thematic group meeting.   The rapporteurs will pull together their reports from the various thematic groups to develop one comprehensive statement which will be presented to a plenary.  Once endorsed by the plenary, this statement becomes the official outcome of the Children's Forum.  The Committee of the Rapporteurs will select the two children that will present this statement to the General Assembly. 
Q10. Can adults attend or observe the Children’s Forum?

A10. No, the Children’s Forum is not open to adults. However, adults, invited guests and accredited media may attend the opening ceremony on Sunday May 5 , 9:30 --10.30 a.m. at the UN, and the closing ceremony on May 7, 5.00 -- 5.30 at the Manhattan Centre (UN pass needed).

Q11. Will the Forum be open to media?

A11. Accredited media are invited for the opening and closing ceremonies.  During the lunch breaks, media are welcome to interview those children who have indicated interest in media interaction. All interviews will be co-ordinated by UNICEF communication officers.

Q1 2. What languages will be used at the Forum?
A12. During plenary sessions, simultaneous interpretation will be available in English, Spanish and French. During the workshops, "whisper" translation (one interpreter for a small group of participants without the use of headphones) will be available in the same languages, as well as Arabic and Portuguese.  Delegations were advised to include a personal interpreter in their delegation to assist children who do not speak English, Spanish or French.

Q13. How does a child register for the Children’s Forum?

A13. Only those children who are pre-registered with UNICEF and whose pre-registration has been confirmed (by letter) will be able to obtain a pass for the forum. Under 18 delegates and accompanying adults will need to obtain a pass to enter the United Nations on Sunday 5 May, and a conference pass for the Special Session from 8 through 10 May. If they arrive in New York before or on Saturday the 4th, they are strongly advised to register on Saturday. This will avoid long lines on Sunday morning, which may prevent participants from attending the opening of the Children’s Forum. The accompanying adults and under 18 delegates are requested to register together for the Special Session and the Children’s Forum.
For government delegates: The Missions of Member States and Observer States to the United Nations in New York are responsible for ensuring that delegates receive passes. The UN pass office (UNITAR Building, 1st Avenue at 45th Street, New York) will be open on Saturday 4 May from 10:00 am to 6:00 p.m. and on Sunday 5 May from 8:00 am to 4:00 p.m. Forum participants will also receive a blue Children’s forum pass here. 
For NGO delegates: The NGO registration desks, in a tent located at the north end of the north lawn at the United Nations (entrance at 47th Street and 1st Avenue) will be open on Saturday 4 May from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. The NGO registration desks will also be open on Sunday 5 May from 8:00 am to 12:00 noon. Forum participants will also receive a Children’s forum pass here. 
Q14. Do children require adult supervision?

A14. Yes. The safety and wellbeing of children participating in the Children’s Forum and the Special Session are the responsibility of the accompanying adult representatives of each delegation. Every under 18 year old representative needs to be assigned to an adult chaperone who is part of the same government or NGO delegation. 

For more information on proposed guidelines on the role and responsibilities of chaperones, check: www.unicef.org/specialsession/under-18zone
Q15. Will chaperones receive information on their expected role and responsibilities?

A15. Yes, There will be two chaperone briefings on child protection and safety, organised by the Under-18 Participation Task Force of the NGOs: 

Sunday 5 May, Labouisse Hall, 11:00-11:30 am

Tuesday 7 May, Church Centre, 1:00 p.m.

Q16. Will children receive child friendly documents?

A16. Yes, all participants of the Children’s Forum will receive a tote bag and a folder with a reader friendly version of the Draft outcome document, a "children’s guide to the Special Session" and a summary of the "We the Children" report. (all prepared by Save the Children). These documents are also available on the following sites:

UNICEF: http://www.unicef.org/specialsession/under-18zone/
Save the Children: http://www.savethechildren.ca/specialsession/ 

Child Rights Information Network (CRIN): http://www.crin.org

Q17. Will there be a briefing for children who cannot attend the Children’s Forum, but who will attend the Special Session?

A17. Yes, a briefing will be organised on Tuesday 7 May, Labouisse Hall, 1:00-3:00 p.m. by the Under 18 Participation Task Force. Children will also receive the same welcome packs. After the briefing, they will be invited to go on a tour of the United Nations.

Q18. How will children who cannot come to New York be involved in and informed of the Children’s Forum and child participation at the Special Session?

A18. The UNICEF web site "Voices of Youth" is open to all children. They give comments on the ten points of the rallying call for the global movement for children and the outcome document of the Special Session. In addition, the UNICEF web team  and Voices of Youth (VOY) will post reports on what will happen every day on the UNICEF web site and on VOY.

Please encourage children to share their ideas:

English: http://www.unicef.org/voy/misc/ssoc.html

French:  http://www.unicef.org/voy/fr/misc/ssoc.html

Spanish: http://www.unicef.org/voy/es/misc/ssoc.html
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