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Contraceptive use
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During the decade, contraceptive prevalence Industrialized
increased from 57 per cent to 67 per cent countries
globally and doubled in the least developed World

countries. The total fertility rate declined
from 3.2 to 2.7.
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Only 23 per cent of women in sub-Saharan
Africa use contraceptives and the region has
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Fertility rates decline
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Every year, adolescent girls give birth to 13 million infants. There are higher risks during pregnancy and birth for girls
aged 15-19: Births are more likely to be unintended and premature, and adolescent childbirth carries greater risks of
dying in pregnancy and complications during delivery. Motherhood also limits girls’ opportunities for better education,
jobs and income, and increases the likelihood of divorce and separation. Babies born to teenagers also face a higher risk
of low birthweight, serious long-term disability and dying during infancy. Moreover, in many countries, children born to
adolescent mothers are more likely to be undernourished than those born to older mothers.

The adolescent fertility rate, defined as the annual number of live births per 1,000 girls aged 15-19, is estimated at

50 per 1,000 worldwide for the period 2000-2005. As in total fertility, teenage fertility is highest in sub-Saharan Africa at
127 per 1,000. It is 71 in Latin America and the Caribbean and 18 in East Asia and the Pacific, primarily because of very
low adolescent fertility in China.



