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120 million primary-school-age children were not in school
in 1999, 53 per cent of them girls and 47 per cent of them
| | boys. This is a narrower gender gap than in 1990.
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Proportion of boys and girls enrolled
in or attending school*, 1999
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School and work don’t mix

Per cent of children 5-14 years currently working plotted against net
primary school attendance ratio, for selected countries
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Each of the diamonds in the chart represents one country, plotted
using data from MICS. The chart shows a strong association between
a high proportion of child workers and low attendance and between a
low proportion of child workers and high attendance.

Source: UNICEF, 2001.
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Between 1990 and 1999, the gender gap globally was halved, falling from
6 percentage points to 3 percentage points.

Source: UNICEF/UNESCO, 2001 /




