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Information Note No. 1 – October 2007
Commemorative High-Level Plenary Meeting devoted to the follow-up to the outcome of the Special Session on Children
11-12 December 2007
The year 2007 marks the mid decade point for the Plan of Action of “A World Fit for Children (WFFC). The General Assembly has adopted resolution A/RES/61/272 convening a commemorative high-level plenary meeting to evaluate progress made in the implementation of the WFFC Declaration and the Plan of Action.  The meeting will take place on 11 and 12 December 2007 in New York.

In this regard, UNICEF is pleased to share an update on the process leading to this significant event.

Commemorative high-level plenary meeting and round tables
The high level meeting will comprise a two-day plenary session and two thematic interactive round tables.  The themes for the round tables are expected to cover the four outcome areas and cross-cutting issues of the WFFC Plan of Action. 

1) Promoting healthy lives and Combating HIV/AIDS

2) Providing Quality Education and Protecting against abuse, exploitation and violence

The cross-cutting themes for both the roundtables would include: ensuring child participation, mobilizing resources, children and climate change, child-friendly policies and legislation, and gender equality.

It has been suggested that the Chairpersons of the two interactive roundtables be selected from among delegates represented at the highest possible level and with due regard to gender balance and equitable geographical representation.

Selection of Children and NGOs  
As set forth in item 7 of the GA resolution A/RES/61/272, UNICEF initiated a consultative process that led to a suggested list of 20 children and 20 representatives of non-governmental organizations.  
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For the selection of children, careful consideration was given to all the nominations while keeping in mind gender balance, equitable geographical presence, each child’s life experience and involvement in school and community activities that pertain to at least one of the themes of the meeting.  In addition, in order to achieve broad representation of children and young people, youth organizations, non-governmental and civil society organizations and youth ambassadors and leaders were consulted during the selection process.

To guide the selection of the 20 representatives of non-governmental organizations, UNICEF set up a Task Force of NGO representatives that were selected on the basis of the key coordinating roles that they, and the organizations they represented, played at the time of the Special Session on Children in May 2002.  The Task Force has considered each nominee’s expertise and/or experience in the implementation of the declaration and plan of action of A World Fit for Children, the NGO’s constituency, and level of operation (local, national or international) while at the same time ensuring gender, geographic and sectoral balance, with attention paid to ethnic, intergenerational and religious diversity.

The President of the General Assembly is consulting with Members States and a final list of approved NGO and child participants is expected by the third week of October.  
Participation of Member States including child/youth delegates
All UN Member States have been encouraged to address the commemorative high level plenary meeting of the General Assembly at the highest possible level. Further, the resolution encourages Member States to include children and young people in their delegations participating in the commemorative high-level plenary meeting.
UNICEF would like to further suggest that Member States also kindly consider including young people who previously attended the 2002 Special Session on Children. 

The child/youth delegates from the official delegation are cordially invited to participate in the Children’s Forum (9-10 December 2007)   

Participation of Observers and other entities
Intergovernmental organizations and entities that have observer status in the General Assembly and relevant entities of the UN system and NGOs in consultative status with ECOSOC, as well as those accredited to or in a collaborative relationship or partnership with the UNICEF are invited  to participate in the commemorative high-level plenary meeting.  

It is expected that a large number of country delegations will attend, and Member States get precedence over others to speak at the GA sessions. Observers, intergovernmental organizations, regional bodies and UN entities wishing to make statements at the plenary and round tables, might wish to approach appropriate national delegations and other designated speakers to convey their messages. 

In the case of reports from regional conferences and inter-governmental organizations, it might be best to approach the national government which hosted such conference or which currently chairs the relevant intergovernmental body to make such presentation.  
Participation of UN Agencies
Comments and suggestions from many UN agencies and entities have strengthened the preparation of the Secretary General’s report “Children and the Millennium Development Goals – Progress towards a World Fit for Children”. UN agencies have shown a strong interest in the high-level plenary meeting and are expected to attend the formal meetings as well as to participate in the side events. 
Children’s Forum 

UNICEF, in collaboration with Save the Children and other members of the Global Movement for Children partners, is organizing a two-day Children’s Forum to be held on 9 and 10 December 2007 in New York. 

The 20 children selected to attend the General Assembly as well as all the children and young people who are part of the delegations from Member States and observers will be invited to participate in the Children’s Forum.

This Children’s Forum strives to prepare the children for active and effective participation in the commemorative plenary meeting. At this Forum, key issues related to the two thematic interactive round tables will be discussed, and participating children will choose one boy and one girl to speak at the closing session of the plenary. In order to generate an interactive discussion, children will also prepare their perspectives and issues to be raised at the round-tables.
In addition, children attending the Children’s Forum will participate in an inter-generational dialogue with elders (to be confirmed) on the morning of 10 December, 2007. 

Side Events

UNICEF plans to organize one major “Town Hall”-type of omnibus side event at UNICEF House on 10 December. This event is expected to generate a debate and discussion around facts, figures and analysis contained in the forthcoming “Progress for Children” report.

Interested NGOs and other constituencies may organize additional side events at their own initiative. Given the limitation of time and budget resources, where possible, UNICEF will  collaborate with minimal logistical and technical support.

It is further suggested that some side events could also be organized around the anniversary of the CRC on 20 November 2007.

Documentation 
The Secretary General’s report A/62/259 “Follow-up to the special session of the General Assembly on children – Report of the Secretary General is scheduled to be discussed during the forthcoming session of the Third Committee on Promotion and protection of the rights of children under item 66 (b) of the agenda (A/62/251). 

The above document, including the national reports and all key documents relating to the Special Session on Children (May 2002), will be easily accessible for reference through dedicated links on our website www.unicef.org
On the occasion of the high- level plenary meeting, UNICEF expects to release the following two documents: 
1. “Children and the Millennium Development Goals – Progress towards a World Fit for Children” 
2. “Progress for Children - A statistical review.”
These documents have taken into account the information from the 121 national reports that were submitted from Member States, and the major data that has become available on a number of millennium development goals.
The high-level plenary meeting is expected to adopt a brief declaration reaffirming the commitments to the full implementation of the Declaration and the Plan of Action contained in the document, “A World Fit for Children”. 
Contacts:  
	Subject
	Contact Person
	E-mail

	Children / Children’s Forum  
	Victor Karunan
	vkarunan@unicef.org

	Non-governmental Organizations
	Liza Barrie
	lbarrie@unicef.org

	Member States
	Yoriko Yasukawa
	yyasukawa@unicef.org

	UN Agencies
	Mary Roodkowsky
	mroodkowsky@unicef.org

	Communications
	Nora Godwin
	ngodwin@unicef.org

	National reports
	L.N. Balaji
	lnbalaji@unicef.org


Regular updates and further information on the high-level plenary meeting devoted to the follow-up to the outcome of the Special Session on Children will also be posted on the UNICEF website (www.unicef.org). 
Thank you.
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