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Children & Water: Middle East and North Africa
	DRINKING WATER COVERAGE (% population)
	1990
	2002
	2015 projected

	Total 
	85
	87
	89 (93 MDG target)

	Rural
	75
	77
	79

	Urban
	95
	95
	95

	SANITATION COVERAGE (% population)
	
	
	

	Total
	68
	72
	76 (84 MDG target)

	Rural
	48
	52
	56

	Urban
	86
	88
	90


Challenges
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Eight out of ten people across this largely arid region are drinking safe water, but around 82 million people still lack access and approximately 124 million have no sanitation. Water is an increasingly scarce and precious commodity, and the link between environmental degradation, water scarcity and conflict is becoming a growing threat. Access to safe water is extremely limited in Libya, Yemen and Sudan, and eight nations, including wealthy Gulf states, face high per capita water deficits: Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait, Libya, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. Throughout the region, urban areas are well served while many rural areas barely see any services at all. Water access is below 30 per cent of the population in parts of rural Sudan, playing a major role in the ongoing civil strife in Sudan’s Darfur region. Over 40 per cent of rural dwellers in Iraq, Morocco, Oman and Tunisia have no access to freshwater. Access to sanitation is even lower than that of safe water. This has a damaging effect on education, particularly for girls.  Lack of water and latrine facilities in rural schools is keeping many girls out of the classroom.
UNICEF/ HQ04-0273/Nesbitt: SUDAN: Children and women, together with their donkeys, carry containers of water in the Kassab IDP camp near the town of Kutum, 116 km from El Fasher, capital of North Darfur.
Priority countries

· In Iraq, children continue to suffer while work to rehabilitate local water and waste systems goes on.  Logistical and security concerns make progress slow. Contaminated waste-water is still discharged daily into the Tigris and Euphrates rivers and an estimated 40 per cent of children's visits to hospitals are due to water-related diseases. 
· Helping conflict-afflicted families in the Darfur region of Sudan is a key priority.

Progress and innovation

· In Egypt, a water conservation model piloted by UNICEF has been accepted by national authorities and is now influencing reform of the water sector. The Egyptian government also adopted a community based water supply project as a model to expand service coverage to rural communities.

UNICEF in action

UNICEF’s works to help governments develop the capacity to manage and maintain scarce water supplies. In Yemen UNICEF has helped train local authorities and community committees to monitor water quality and keep local systems in good working order. In emergencies, UNICEF sends safe water directly families in need and rehabilitates damaged water and sanitation systems. In Sudan, UNICEF’s programmes in rural, poor areas reach over 250,000 people every year. In Djibouti UNICEF provided safe water for up to 30,000 people affected by a crippling drought, including nomad populations. And UNICEF continues to work daily in Iraq to rehabilitate water and sanitation systems, bringing tankers of safe water and water purification tools to families and significantly reducing the risk of cholera outbreaks. 
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