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Children & Water: Eastern & South Africa
	DRINKING WATER COVERAGE (% population)
	1990
	2002
	2015 projected

	Total 
	42
	56
	64  (86 MDG target)

	Rural
	36
	43
	50

	Urban
	87
	87
	87

	SANITATION COVERAGE (% population)
	
	
	

	Total
	34
	37
	40 (67 MDG target)

	Rural
	16
	35
	54

	Urban
	65
	72
	79
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Challenges
This region has some of the lowest water and sanitation coverage rates in the world – although some of the worst affected countries have made progress to increase access levels, particularly for safe water. But severe drought is now affecting more than seven million people across the Horn of Africa, including large parts of Ethiopia, Somalia, Eritrea, Djibouti, Kenya and Tanzania. This compounds already severe problems of water deprivation.  Rural areas are particularly affected – rural water supply in five countries is under 40 per cent, and rural sanitation supply is at these levels or lower in 11 countries.  Few schools are equipped with water and sanitation facilities; in some areas  150 children share a latrine, and walk distances of up to a mile for freshwater. Up to 30 per cent of existing water systems are broken. As a result, children are experiencing a continual water crisis. Seven of the 20 countries with the most child deaths are found here, with waterborne infections like diarrhoea a major contributing factor.
UNICEF/ HQ02-0350/ Pirozzi: ZIMBABWE, Two young women fill jerry cans with water at a well in the village of Manyewa
Priority countries

· Ethiopia, with its low water and sanitation coverage, high under-5 mortality rates and low levels of school attendance, needs the greatest attention.  School sanitation is a particular priority in poor rural areas. In some rural areas of Ethiopia and Eritrea, safe water access is less than five per cent.
Progress and innovation

· Malawi has cut costs for school water and sanitation packages by two-thirds, and introduced urinals for girls, and increased water coverage by 63 per cent.

· Uganda improved attendance and lower drop-out rates for girls after introducing washrooms for girls.

· Ethiopia is bringing the water, health and education sectors together to develop and scale up water, sanitation and hygiene programmes.

· In Kenya, “talking walls” in schools have proven effective in delivering hygiene messages to students.

· In South Africa, schools have introduced “playpumps” – specially-designed handpump wells delivering large volumes of water as children use the pump for play.

UNICEF in action

UNICEF’s work in water, sanitation and hygiene in the region ranges from working with policy makers to increase investment into the water and sanitation sectors to bringing safe water to schools, health centres and communities and responding to emergencies. In tsunami devastated Aceh, UNICEF provide drinking water to camps and are rebuilding water treatment plants and piped distribution networks, restoring safe water to over 370,000 people. Schoolchildren’s health is a particular priority; UNICEF has built latrines and handwashing facilities in over 600 schools in China and helped the government de-worm school age children in Timor Leste.  Arsenic mitigation has also become increasingly important; in countries like Myanmar UNICEF is helping the government test for arsenic contamination and dig deep tube wells to provide arsenic-free water in affected areas.  
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