Priority Actions for lifting quality and scale of life skills-based education

An enormous amount of evidence exists to support the benefits of life skills-based education, however, in reality too few programs of good quality are implemented in or out of school, and too few programs are implemented on a national scale.  

The following priority actions are recommended to provide a focus and intensity of effort to significantly improve the quality and scale of programs, to ultimately benefit children and young people.

	Away from…

1. Small scale pilot projects…
	Towards…Going to Scale

· Programming for national scale 


	Away from…
2. Education programs delivered in isolation…

	Towards… A comprehensive approach
· Comprehensive and effective school health programs which combine skills-based health education with supporting policies at the school and/or national level, clean water and sanitation as a first step in a healthy environment, related health services, and school-community partnerships 



	Away from…
3. Attempts to integrate topics thinly across many subjects…

	Towards…Effective placement within curriculum

· Teaching the necessary knowledge, attitudes, and skills together in one (existing) subject (sometimes called a carrier subject) in the context of other related issues and processes 

	Away from…

4. Creating new teaching and learning materials from scratch
	Towards…Using existing materials better

· Better distribution and adaptation of the many quality materials with research and evaluation evidence of effectiveness

	Away from…
5. Generic life skills programs that are not attached to specific outcomes…
	Towards…Linking content to behavioural outcomes
· Combining skills-based teaching and learning methods with the development of knowledge, attitudes, and skills that can promote specific behaviour.


	Away from…

6. Delivery by unprepared, unskilled adults ... 
	Towards…Professional development for teachers and support teams

· Key staff units identified within Ministries, schools and communities dedicated to ongoing teacher training, implementation support, and related strategies such as partnerships with young people, policy and evaluation, over time. 


� For more information, contact Amaya Gillespie at UNICEF, New York: agillespie@unicef.org








