THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Guiding principles: general requirements for all rights

Definition of the child (Article 1): The Convention defines a ‘child' as a person below the age of 18,
unless the laws of a particular country set the legal age for adulthood younger. The Committee on the
Rights of the Child, the monitoring body for the Convention, has encouraged States to review the age of
majority if it is set below 18 and to increase the level of protection for all children under 18.

Non-discrimination (Article 2): The Convention applies to all children, whatever their race, religion or
abilities; whatever they think or say, whatever type of family they come from. It doesn’'t matter where
children live, what language they speak, what their parents do, whether they are boys or girls, what their
culture is, whether they have a disability or whether they are rich or poor. No child should be treated
unfairly on any basis.

Best interests of the child (Article 3): The best interests of children must be the primary concern in
making decisions that may affect them. All adults should do what is best for children. When adults make
decisions, they should think about how their decisions will affect children. This particularly applies to
budget, policy and law makers.

Right to life, survival and development (Article 6): Children have the right to live. Governments should
ensure that children survive and develop healthily.

Respect for the views of the child (Article 12): When adults are making decisions that affect children,
children have the right to say what they think should happen and have their opinions taken into account.
This does not mean that children can now tell their parents what to do. This Convention encourages
adults to listen to the opinions of children and involve them in decision-making -- not give children
authority over adults. Article 12 does not interfere with parents' right and responsibility to express their
views on matters affecting their children. Moreover, the Convention recognizes that the level of a child’s
participation in decisions must be appropriate to the child's level of maturity. Children's ability to form and
express their opinions develops with age and most adults will naturally give the views of teenagers
greater weight than those of a preschooler, whether in family, legal or administrative decisions.
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