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Overall Aim:
To improve the availability of high quality data on performance of national programs and project to protect, care and support children affected by AIDS through  better coordination, collaboration and harmonization.
Objectives and activities
The Global Partner Forum 2006 recommended the strengthening of monitoring of national plans to improve practice and to ensure accountability around vulnerable children. As a follow up a Working Group on M&E was established to provide guidance on these areas. The Working group has identified three main activities it will be working on together and which will result in the production of publications, guidance or tools by the Working Group:

1. Development of Progress report on children affected by AIDS 2007

In 2006 UNICEF, on behalf of the IATT, produced a progress report on coverage of services for children affected by AIDS. The major conclusion was that the amount of data on the response is very limited. As a result there is very little data available at global and national level on progress in implementing national plans of actions on orphans and vulnerable children to guide programming, advocacy and funding priorities. Since the previous progress report, several activities are expected to provide much more and better coverage data including new DHS/MICS data analysis; policy and program efforts index 2007; coverage survey results and additional national level NGO and donor coverage data; other country level data sources on coverage of protection, care and support for children affected by AIDS. Therefore the Working Group members will work together to prepare and publish the 2007 Progress report on children affected by AIDS. UNICEF will guide the work on this.
2. Estimating Numbers of Vulnerable Children 

Presently there are no reliable estimates for the number of vulnerable children. Estimates could assist with planning appropriate services and resources. An important consideration is what definitions of vulnerable children will be used. Should the focus be on all vulnerable children regardless of cause or vulnerable due to specific causes (e.g. HIV/AIDS, armed conflict, living on the streets; malnutrition levels, below overt cut-off points) or a combination of these; what is the “cut off line” for vulnerability; should a global definition or a country specific be used; would it be possible to have sub-national estimates to assist geographical targeting of services? Sources of estimated number of children could include population-based surveys like DHS/AIS/MICS. PEPFAR will guide the work on this.
3. Developing of guidance on the use of various methodologies and tools for monitoring national coverage.

Several tools and approaches have been developed to monitor the national response for the Protection, care and support for children affected by AIDS including:
· Child Status Index

· Guide to monitoring and evaluation of the national response for children orphaned and made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS

· M&E frameworks developed by countries to monitor implementation of their NPAs often using registration of orphans and vulnerable children initiatives.

· Coverage surveys: surveys of NGO and Government support to orphans and vulnerable children.

The Working group will review experiences with the various tools and approaches and will develop guidance on the use of each including strengths and weaknesses, when to use one or another approach, suitability to measure progress against specific targets etcetera. UNICEF will guide the work on this.
Additional to these three activities the Working Group will strengthening sharing information and consultation around other M&E issues and activities including M&E harmonization initiatives; M&E national capacity building efforts ongoing in East and Southern Africa; developing of child status index; orphans and vulnerable children mapping tools; programming quality assurance tools; global coverage survey 2006; 

Members of the Working Group include:
· Priscilla Akwara, Arjan de Wagt (UNICEF New York) 

– Working Group facilitator
· Ronnie Lovich, Blackett-Dibinga, Kendra (SCF-US)  

- Working group representative on the IATT Steering Committee
· Kate Harisson – (International HIV/ADIS alliance)
· Katie Schenk (Horizons) 

· David Hughes (Plan) 

· Gretchen Bachman (FHI) 

· Beverly Nyberg (PEPFAR) 
· Marta Moroni (UNICEF ESARO) 
· Jane Begala (Constela Futures) 
· Paul DeLay (UNAIDS)

Depending on agenda items others could be invited to the meetings.
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