Partnering to provide improved estimates of maternal mortality

Each year, over 500,000 women

die as a result of pregnancy-related
causes, and many others suffer life-
long health complications. Reducing
maternal mortality is one of the
eight Millennium Development
Goals, but it is also among the
most difficult to monitor owing to
difficulties in measuring maternal
mortality. In some cases, measure-
ment is complicated by a lack of
data; maternal deaths often go
unrecorded in countries that lack
reliable civil registration of births
and deaths, or where the cause of
death is not adequately classified or
reported. Even in those countries
with robust civil registration sys-
tems, maternal deaths are often

misclassified or attributed to other
causes — particularly if the pregnan-
cy status of the woman is not
known or recorded.

UNICEF is collaborating with the
World Health Organization (WHO)
and the United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA) to improve the infor-
mation base on maternal mortality.
Building on more than a decade of
inter-agency collaboration and coop-
eration, UNICEF, WHO and UNFPA
are pooling their expertise to pioneer
a new approach to estimating the
number of women dying from
causes related to or aggravated

by pregnancy. The methodology
developed for the project will correct

existing data discrepancies and gen-
erate estimates for countries that
currently lack data.

The group’s joint work will also
enhance data collection and dissemi-
nation by compiling and reviewing
country concerns to ensure wide-
spread acceptance of final estimates
on maternal mortality, obtaining the
most recently reported national data
from their country and regional
offices and organizing interregional
consultations to discuss underlying
statistical issues.
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