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take judicious action based on human rights
principles in areas where quantitative data is
still lacking. The absence of an updated esti-
mate of the number of children involved in
armed conflict, for example, is not a reason
to delay programme development and
expansion of capacity to address the known
needs of those children, or for governments
not to sign and ratify the Optional Protocol
to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child on the involvement of children in
armed conflict. Efforts must proceed on
simultaneous tracks, both to learn more
about children who are excluded or less 
visible through quantitative research and
through further and more detailed qualita-
tive assessments of their situation and 
circumstances. 

Enforcement, monitoring, evaluation and
follow-up are also vital to ensure that leg-
islative, programmatic and budgetary efforts
effectively reach those they seek to benefit.
Given the current dearth of knowledge on
how to provide access to quality essential
services for the most excluded and invisible

children and their families, it is important
that any lessons learned from experience be
scrupulously evaluated and documented.
And because most strategies to reach such
groups require special efforts over and
above the norm, they require rigorous moni-
toring to ensure that the target group is
being reached. 

Legislation

National laws must match international

commitments for children

The Convention on the Rights of the Child
commits governments to guaranteeing the
rights of all children. Ratification of this 
international convention, its Optional
Protocols and other international legislation
that protect the rights of children and women
means little, however, unless their principles
are enshrined in national law. This process of
reforming national legislation to meet the
standards established by the Convention on
the Rights of the Child has been important
in making more children visible.
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Figure 4.1: Status of ratification of major international treaties*

* As of September 2005
** The International Labour Organization (ILO) database includes lists of conventions ratified, non-ratified and denounced.
Sources: United Nations Treaty Collections Databases and ILOLEX of International Labour Standards.


